
 

Department of Legislative Services 

90 State Circle, Annapolis, Maryland 21401–1991 

Baltimore Area: 410–946–5400 –– Washington Area: 301–970–5400 

Other Maryland Areas: 1–800–492–7122 –– Maryland Relay Service: 1–800–735–2258 

SYNOPSIS 
 

  Senate Bills and Joint Resolutions 

2025  Maryland General Assembly Session 
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SENATE BILLS INTRODUCED February 1, 2025 

SB 994 

 

Senator Salling 

FIREARMS – RIGHT TO PURCHASE, OWN, POSSESS, AND CARRY 

Providing that a person may not be denied the right to purchase, own, possess, 

or carry a firearm solely on the basis that the person is authorized to use medical 

cannabis. 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025 

PS, § 5-901 - added 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

SB 995 

 

Frederick County Senators 

FREDERICK COUNTY – COUNTY EMPLOYEES AND VOLUNTEERS – 

CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORDS CHECK 

Authorizing the Director of Human Resources of Frederick County to request 

from the Criminal Justice Information System Central Repository of the 

Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services a State and national 

criminal history records check for a prospective or current county employee or 

county volunteer; requiring the Central Repository to forward certain 

information to certain persons; requiring that the information remain 

confidential and that it be used only for personnel–related purposes; etc. 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025 

CP, § 10-232.2 - added 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb0994&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb0995&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
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SB 996 

 

Senator McKay 

ELECTION LAW – APPROVAL VOTING – AUTHORIZATION FOR 

COUNTY ELECTIONS 

Authorizing the governing body of a county to adopt, by law, an approval 

voting method for elections for offices in the executive or legislative branches 

of county government; defining “approval voting” as a method of casting and 

tabulating votes in which voters may choose any number of candidates and the 

candidate chosen most often is elected; and requiring a local law enacted under 

the provisions of the Act to provide for an educational campaign explaining 

how to vote using approval voting. 

EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, 2025 

EL, § 8-101 - amended 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

SB 997 

 

Senator A. Washington 

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY – FEDERAL BUREAU OF 

INVESTIGATION HEADQUARTERS – MANDATED APPROPRIATION 

Requiring the Governor to include $200,000,000 in the annual operating or 

capital budget bill for site redevelopment and transportation infrastructure 

improvements if the U.S. General Services Administration relocates the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation Headquarters to Prince George’s County. 

This bill requires a mandated appropriation in the annual budget bill. 

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2025 

SF, § 7-110.1 - added 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

SB 998 

 

Senator M. Washington, et al 

NATURAL GAS – STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT 

AND ENHANCEMENT (RATEPAYER PROTECTION ACT) 

Altering the required contents of a certain plan that a gas company may file 

with the Public Service Commission for proposed eligible infrastructure 

replacement projects to include certain descriptions, demonstrations, analyses, 

and notifications; and altering the required findings of the Commission in 

considering whether to approve a certain infrastructure replacement plan. 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025 

PU, § 4-210 - amended 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb0996&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb0997&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb0998&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS


February 10, 2025 SENATE OF MARYLAND Schedule 22, Page 3 

 

SB 999 

 

Senator M. Washington 

BALTIMORE COUNTY – ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES – DISTANCE 

FROM PLACE OF WORSHIP RESTRICTION – EXCEPTION 

Authorizing the Board of License Commissioners for Baltimore County to 

issue a beer, wine, and liquor license to an establishment that has a certain 

zoning classification and is within 300 feet of a place of worship under certain 

circumstances. 

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2025 

AB, § 13-1601 - amended 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

SB 1000 

 

Senator Hettleman 

GAMING – SPORTS WAGERING FACILITIES – REQUEST FOR 

RELOCATION 

Authorizing certain sports wagering facility licensees to submit a written 

request to the State Lottery and Gaming Control Commission to relocate the 

sports wagering facility, subject to certain limitations. 

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2025 

SG, § 9-1E-07(j) - added 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

SB 1001 

 

Senator Mautz 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE – EVIDENCE – PROTECTING THE 

ADMISSIBILITY OF CREATIVE EXPRESSION (PACE ACT) 

Establishing that the creative expression of a criminal defendant or juvenile 

respondent is not admissible against the defendant or respondent unless the 

court makes certain findings; establishing that the creative expression of a 

defendant or respondent is admissible in juvenile proceedings for certain 

purposes; and defining “creative expression” to mean the expression or 

application of creativity or imagination in the production or arrangement of 

forms, sounds, words, movements, or symbols. 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025 

CJ, § 10-926 - added 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb0999&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb1000&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb1001&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
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SB 1002 

 

Senator Beidle 

SECURITY GUARD EMPLOYERS – REGULATION AND 

CERTIFICATION – EXEMPTION FOR VIDEO LOTTERY OPERATOR 

AND SPORTS WAGERING FACILITY LICENSEES 

Altering the definition of “security guard employer” for purposes of provisions 

of law governing the regulation of security guards, security guard agencies, and 

security guard employers to exclude certain video lottery operators and sports 

wagering facility licensees. 

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2025 

BOP, § 19-101(m) - amended 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

SB 1003 

 

Senator Benson 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS – COMMEMORATIVE DAY – RUBY BRIDGES 

WALK TO SCHOOL DAY 

Designating November 14 as Ruby Bridges Walk to School Day to 

commemorate Ruby Bridges, who, on November 14, 1960, became the first 

African American student to integrate an all–while school in New Orleans, 

Louisiana; requiring each county board of education to develop and implement 

a program of education for Ruby Bridges Walk to School Day; and requiring 

the State Department of Education to develop model content for a program of 

education for Ruby Bridges Walk to School Day. 

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2025 

ED, § 7-136 - added 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

SB 1004 

 

Senator Benson 

FAMILY LAW – GRANDPARENT VISITATION 

Altering the circumstances under which an equity court is authorized to grant 

visitation rights to a grandparent of a child to include that the petition for 

visitation rights was filed after an action for divorce, annulment, custody, or 

paternity was filed by a parent of the child; and requiring an equity court to 

grant certain visitation rights if the child resided with the grandparent for at 

least 12 months, or the child’s parent, who is the child of the grandparent, is 

deceased and the court finds it in the best interest of the child. 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025 

FL, § 9-102 - amended 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb1002&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb1003&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb1004&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
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SB 1005 

 

Senator Benson 

FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTERS GRANT PROGRAM – 

ACQUISITION OF LAND 

Authorizing the Board of Public Works, on recommendation of the Secretary 

of Health, to make grants under the Federally Qualified Health Centers Grant 

Program to counties, municipal corporations, and nonprofit corporations for the 

acquisition of land for the construction or use of a federally qualified health 

center. 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025 

HG, § 24-1302 - amended 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

SB 1006 

 

Senator Kagan 

COMMISSIONED PUBLIC ART – ARTIST RIGHTS 

Prohibiting an entity from including in a contract for State public art a provision 

requiring artists to waive copyright protections or certain rights; defining “State 

public art” as public art commissioned for a project that receives State funding, 

regardless of whether the State funding directly paid for the public art; and 

prohibiting enforcement of a certain waiver in an existing contract. 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025 

SF, § 13-228 - added 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

SB 1007 

 

Senator Smith 

WIRETAPPING AND ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE – INTERCEPTED 

COMMUNICATIONS – ADMISSIBILITY OF EVIDENCE 

Providing that the contents of a certain intercepted communication and 

evidence derived from the communication may be received in evidence in a 

certain proceeding under certain circumstances. 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025 

CJ, § 10-405 - amended 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb1005&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb1006&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb1007&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
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SB 1008 

 

Senator Hayes 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – SMALL BUSINESS GUARANTY FUND 

– ALTERATIONS 

Providing that a guaranty under the Small Business Guaranty Fund may be 

supported by the full faith and credit of the State of Maryland or approved by 

an irrevocable letter of credit, an official treasurer’s check, funds on deposit in 

an escrow or other depositiory account, or any other legal instrument promising 

a financial institution restitution or reimbursement for its loan losses. 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025 

EC, § 5-540(a) - amended 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

SB 1009 

 

Senator Muse 

CRIMINAL LAW – DRUG PARAPHERNALIA – PROHIBITIONS AND 

PENALTIES 

Altering the penalties for a person using or possessing with intent to use, 

delivering or selling under certain circumstances, or manufacturing or 

possessing with intent to deliver or sell under certain circumstances drug 

paraphernalia to inject, ingest, inhale, or otherwise introduce into the human 

body a controlled dangerous substance; repealing the prohibition on possessing 

controlled paraphernalia under certain circumstances; etc. 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2025 

CR, §§ 5-619(c) and (d) and 5-620(a), (b), and (d) - amended 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

SB 1010 

 

Senator Muse 

CRIME OF VIOLENCE – MEDICAL FACILITIES AND PLACES OF 

WORSHIP – PENALTY (SACRED PLACES SAFETY ACT) 

Prohibiting a person from committing a crime of violence while the person is 

in a medical facility or a place of worship; and providing that a person who 

violates the Act is guilty of a felony and on conviction is subject to 

imprisonment of up to 10 years. 

EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, 2025 

CR, § 14-105 - added 

Assigned to: Senate Rules 

 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb1008&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb1009&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmMain.aspx?id=sb1010&stab=01&pid=billpage&tab=subject3&ys=2025RS

