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Good afternoon. My name is Deb Jung. | am the Chair of the Howard County Council
and represent a part of the county that has been hard hit by plane noise from the
NextGen highway in the sky. | am here today in support of HB 310, a bill to fund a
much-needed study of the health impacts of air traffic noise post-NextGen
implementation. We are grateful to Dr. Hill for recognizing this issue and its
consequences on the tens of thousands of people who live under this sky highway.

The members of the Howard County Council hear from constituents frequently about
this issue; they are truly suffering from excessive noise exposure, every day, 24/7. The
newly concentrated flight path put into place over portions of Howard, Anne Arundel and
Baltimore Counties goes directly over schools, parks, lakes and trails, wildlife areas,
shopping, and affordable housing, as well as the most densely populated areas of
Howard County. This is a serious widespread issue that must be addressed by our
elected leaders. Moreover, frequent plane noise is an equal opportunity annoyance to
everyone who is unfortunate enough to live under this sky highway, wreaking havoc on
Republicans and Democrats alike. This is truly a nonpartisan issue.

In response to these concerns, the Howard County Council has passed both a bill and a
resolution about this issue. Three years ago, the Council unanimously passed a bill
authorizing the Office of Law to pursue legal action against the FAA for its failure to
follow the federal rules prior to implementation of Next Gen; one year ago, an entirely
new Council unanimously passed a resolution confirming our support of the County’s
legal actions. In addition, the County Council has appointed me to directly represent the
Council on the BWI Metroplex Roundtable.

Not only have local and state officials been addressing this issue, members of Congress
just sent a letter to the FAA expressing their displeasure with NextGen and their
concern about health and pollution concerns. Below is an excerpt from that
correspondence:

The FAA claims that other operational benefits such as increased safety have also
been achieved, but, according to the report, this claim remains unsubstantiated because
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the "FAA has not established a process to measure or track these additional
operational benefits because it states these benefits are difficult to quantify.” It is also
important to note that the FAA has yet to quantify the harm to health and property that
the NextGen program has created for residents and wildlife living beneath
concentrated flight paths.

We are concerned that the NextGen program has failed to meet the bare minimum
standards for success. Currently, the FAA continues to introduce and implement
concentrated flight procedures with Performance Based Navigation throughout the
country. The FAA boasts profits for airlines, shipping companies, and other industry
stakeholders!, but the burden of noise, health risks, and declining property values
falls on the backs of hard-working Americans. We urge the FAA to fast-track the
development of new flight paths in all Metroplexes and at other airports with
NextGen procedures that will significantly disperse air traffic and raise aircraft
altitudes.

Researchers in the area of noise exposure have recognized the broad medical
consequences of excessive noise for many years. High levels of exposure to aircraft
noise have been linked to the development of serious physical and mental health
conditions, including cardiovascular diseases and anxiety.!

As one researcher noted,

WHO estimated that in high-income western European countries (population
about 340 million people), at least 1 million healthy life-years (disability-adjusted
life-years) are lost every year because of environmental noise (figure 2).?

Airplane noise is uniquely disruptive; it can be heavily tilted towards low frequencies and
may not be appropriately assessed by regulations based on the A-weighting (Decibels).
Moreover, low frequencies persist for longer distances and the amount of sound
transmitted inside buildings is higher at low frequencies.

It is clear that airplane noise has negative consequences on human health. This bill will
help us understand the myriad of impacts of NextGen, providing the State with the
information it needs to address this issue.

! “The Trade-off between Optimizing Flight Patterns and Human Health: A Case Study of Aircraft Noise in
Queens, NY US”

International Journal of Environmental Research and Public health, Zafar Zafari, Boshen Jiao, Brian Will, Shukai Li
and Peter Alexander Muennig
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Congress of the United States

Tdashington, B 20510
Drecerher 20, 2019

Han. Slephen M. Dickzon
Addminislealor

Federal Aviation Administeation
B00 Tedependencs Avcoie SW
Washimglom, THS 2059 1 -G004

Dhesar Administretor Dickson:

We are writing oo behalf of mandieds of thowsnds of Americans who continne o soffer the
cffects of the FAM s NexbGen program.

A5 vou know, gince it imtrnduction of Motroplexes in 20170, (he FAA has concenirled fight
petbs over neighbothoeds, schaols, and mgtivng] monmnents in arder te rake the airspace more
efficient. This hewvy air izaffie produees constent noise and particnlate mutler that hag et to be deemed
safc by the FAA or any uther governneen] agency, The noise created by rhe foquenes of Mights — fn
sothe dreas beginning before 600 a.m. and continuing every few minwics wetil midniyht or later — bhos
had a dovastating impact oo residents’ gualily of life. The FAA has yet 1o make any sipnifican chunges
tn the distuptive flight patha. In fact, communilies, cilies and strtes around the country, including in and
around the Discrict of Culueniia, Phoenix, Boston, San Franciseo, Lo Angeles, Scatrle, Denver, Toew
Yaork, nnd iz State of Maryland, have laken kegel netion as & resnlt of the 1'AA"S faflure 1o adequately
address comummoity suneerms.

A repoet by the ULE, Depanment of Transportation’s Office of Inspeeior General dated Augusl
27, 2M 9 entitled FAA Fler Mede Progress ire Implementivg fex Meiroplex Progres. bt Bemefiis for
Airspace Lirers Have Fallen Short of Especiotions twises serious questions bueul the efficaey of the
FAA s NuxtUen program. Amang theas concerns arc lintited estimates ol gonual bencfits, inaceurae
intorrntion published By the FAA about the advanlages ol Perfarmance Based MavisGon, and
inadeyuate docimnentzad avidence wr MBgLULE (rdptess. )

#According to she section of the report entitled “Ddctroplex Benelils La Airspacs Uscrs Have
Fallen "2t Short of Predictions. and Thore Is Mo Consensus om Achen] Boncfits Achigved” (he FAA
culimates that Nexitien implementotion has aaved girlines ondy $31.1 million annually, which is roughly
halt of i@ imtal toinimauh eqlimate. Of the sevon completed Melroplex locations, ondy one achieved fiel
savings benefit expectations. Dven more eomeeming, the FAA published conllicsing informarion about
these savings on itz webhsitc, For example —

“[The] FrAA baa posted the benefits ostimate of $20 million om the design eam for Worlheni
" Caliternia rather than the negative §7, 7 nillion bonefits, even thuogh this 13 a cowpleted

site, .. Lieclearly or inaceurately reparting Melroples bemefits limits Congress amd the

Depurienent s ability 10 asasar the progreas of the program for purposes ol preniding and

allocnting funds, and industry stakehaldos mey not be able to rely on FAA reported beociits to

gffrulively plan fur the Investnenis required o equip aiccralt operating in the NAS [MNaticna

Aimpace Hysem].” ’




The FAA claims that ather operational benefics such s increased safery have alsa heen achieved,
‘aut, Aeeording 1o the ropott, this coaies romaing uranbetantiated bevause the “TAA kas ner estallisaed o
aroee ss Lo messoe oF ik Uacse wdditional operational benafits becanse icstares these beneis e
diMigu b g gusn 30" 15 s glse Enperiant to aoke thar the FAA has vet to guantil the hama 1o kealth and
arvperiv 1bal The Mex 1 Gen grogram bas created for residents and wildlite living bensath conecoheated
Nighi paths,

Wi are cuneeraed Lhat che ™MoxtGen program has tailad th meet tha Bave tinimu standards for
success, Curreatly, the FAA contimmes te inaveduss anel boplemeol sonvanloiled 1lighl procedures witl
Per lpnmanee Rysed Movigation rougnout the counioy, The FAA boasts profits for airlises, shioping
vornipariesd, wnd sslber industry slak eholdars ' bul e burden ol noise, Boalfl 1isks, and d:cli.ni.j:;g
prope:r valucs falis ca the backs of hazd-working Armericans. We urge the TA M o fst-tack the
develepment of new flighe paths nall Metroplexes and ar atlser airperts with MNexulen procedurss tha
will sipmi Fesnuly disporee aiv traltic sod risc alreraft altitudes.

Ve would zpprzciate your wovicar of the sneloscd ropert and a detailed timeline a0 sour plan o
implement mroeedures ki will -nitigags haon s he comeuniics we represcor. We loak farsand o yonr
PriLGpT hisfolse .

Sincercly,

Clivis Wan Follen
L nited 3rates Sznator United States Senasor
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