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Chair Mclntosh, Vice Chair Jackson, and Members of the Committee, please be advised that the
Baltimore City Administration (BCA) supports House Bill (HB) 559.

In Maryland, one in nine (652,000) individuals face food insecurity each year.! Food
insecurity is a condition in which a household lacks consistent access to adequate food for all
members to lead an active and healthy life due to economic constraints.”? Temporary Cash
Assistance (TCA) and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) are two main
resources that families utilize to navigate these strenuous periods.

A robust body of evidence shows that SNAP and TANF decrease food insecurity.’*
Households that remain on SNAP have a 28% reduction in the odds of very low food insecurity
compared with similar households that leave the program.® Improvements in food insecurity are
vital to individual and public health due to significant associations between food insecurity and
chronic diseases like high blood pressure and diabetes.® Among low-income, food-insecure
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people with type 2 diabetes, participation in SNAP is associated with a 63% reduction in the
odds of having poor control of blood sugars.’

SNAP is also associated with direct health improvements that generate significant health
care savings. On average, SNAP participation leads to three fewer days in bed due to illness per
year.® On a population level, this benefit is enormous. In addition, among American adults on
Medicaid, SNAP participation is associated with a $2,544 decrease in yearly health care
expenditures per participant.’

Ensuring that Maryland families have sufficient funding to purchase food and survive
during their most trying times is necessary for the wellbeing of the state. This bill will save lives

and is the fiscally responsible option.

For the foregoing reasons, we respectfully request a favorable report on House Bill 452.
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