
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENATE BUDGET AND TAXATION COMMITTEE 

Senate Bill 987 

Racing and Community Development Act of 2020 

February 25, 2020 

Favorable with Amendment 

Aminta H. Breaux, Ph.D., President 

 

 
 Chair Guzzone, Vice Chair Rosapepe, and committee members, thank you for the 

opportunity to provide comments on Senate Bill 987. As president of Bowie State University, I fully 

appreciate the significant work that went into Senate Bill 987 and commend the General Assembly 

on its efforts to enhance the racing industry in Maryland and preserve the Preakness©.  My interest in 

Senate Bill 987 relates to the provision that requires part of the Bowie Race Course Training Center 

to be conveyed to the City of Bowie.  The training facility property is located less than two miles 

from the Bowie State University campus.  Bowie State is very much interested in this property.   

 

Early last fall, I became aware of the Stronach Group’s interest in potentially donating a 

portion of the Bowie Racetrack property to Bowie State University as part of the overall plan to 

strengthen racing and preserve the Preakness© and, quite naturally, I was and remain, interested in 

such a donation.  As Maryland’s first historically black college or university, and the only one 

located in Prince George’s County, Bowie State University would benefit greatly from having this 

property as it would allow us to enhance our academic programs and connect the university to the 

larger community. 

   

 Bowie State needs more land to continue to grow in this ever more competitive higher 

education environment.  The fact that Bowie State is growing our enrollment while so many other 

universities across the state and the country are experiencing declining enrollment is both something 

to be proud of and should serve as a reminder of the need to continue to make smart investments.  

We need to offer our students the same opportunities as our peer institutions, including recreational 

and athletic opportunities.  The Bowie Training Center property would allow us to locate these 

critical but more passive uses off campus and free up space on the main campus for additional 

student housing and academic uses.  The university would build indoor and outdoor recreational 

facilities to enhance the experience of our growing student population and to deepen our connection 

to the City of Bowie and the surrounding community.  Our desire is for multi-purpose athletic fields, 

which we would make available to the local community, consistent with our mission as a public 

university.  We would also pursue innovative community-based initiatives connected to the 

environment and supportive of sustainable best practices in the areas of water quality, natural 

resource conservation, and “farm-to-table” programs to complement our academic programs in the 



natural sciences.  In addition, we would use this property to support our popular Sport Management 

program.  We would also offer academic camps and sports camps along with other summer 

enrichment activities for families and local nonprofits.   

 

 We need to accommodate our growing Army ROTC program. Currently, our cadets have to 

travel up to two hours from campus, as far away as Virginia, to complete mandatory field training (at 

a cost of approximately $9,000 per year) because we lack the appropriate outdoor spaces to meet 

their needs.  This property would be a huge asset for our ROTC program.   

 

 The university utilized part of the Bowie race track property for overflow parking for our 

2019 spring commencement ceremony which played a significant role in assessing the feasibility of 

bringing the ceremony back to our campus after years of holding it at the University of Maryland, 

College Park.  This partnership with the owners contributed to our successful commencement, and I 

am extremely grateful for the owners’ willingness to assist the university in this way.  

 

We are proud of our history as a good neighbor and community partner. We would ensure 

that the neighboring community and the larger community have access to the various amenities this 

land would afford the university.   This is part of our mission as a public university for the public 

good and we very much want to integrate our historic institution more with the community. 

 

For over 150 years, we have continued to ensure access and affordability to a quality 

educational experience and with our vision and strategic plan entitled Racing to Excellence, the 

campus community is diligently working to keep pace with the rapidly changing workforce needs.  

As one of the nation’s top HBCUs according to U.S. News & World Report, and one of the fastest 

growing institutions in the state of Maryland, Bowie State University is poised to contribute even 

more to the region.  Our strategic priorities include ensuring the long-term viability of the institution. 

As a regional economic engine, Bowie State is one of the largest employers in the Bowie vicinity. 

We want to help create an environment that encourages businesses and organizations to see our 

community as a vital and innovative place to live, work and learn.  

 

Acquisition of the Bowie Training Facility Property would help us fulfill our public purpose 

and transform the university from a hidden treasure in Prince George’s County to an even larger 

educational and economic driver in the community. I am pleased to have the support of the Bowie 

State University National Alumni Association and the Board of Directors of our Foundation, as well 

as the head of our Army ROTC program.  I urge your consideration for Bowie State to receive this 

gift. 
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