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February 17, 2020

The Honorable Dereck Davis

Chair, Economic Matters Committee
Maryland House of Delegates

House Office Building, 6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Re: HB 924 - Baltimore City — Alcoholic Beverages — Distance Restrictions
Dear Delegate Davis:

This firm represents 3925 Gough Street, LLC, which recently acquired the property
known as 3925 Gough Street in the Highlandtown neighborhood of Baltimore City
and which is improved with a long-vacant warehouse building. Our client supports
the provisions of House Bill 924 that pertain to the modification of distance
restrictions, as they will allow our client the flexibility to lease the warehouse
building to non-industrial tenants that provide restaurant and café services that
may also desire to offer alcoholic beverages to patrons.

Our client's property is located across the street from the Highlandtown
Elementary/Middle School, and thus, is subject to the “300” Rule” set forth in Section
12-1605 of the Alcoholic Beverages Article, which generally prohibits the issuances
of liquor licenses within 300" of a school or place of worship. The 46th Legislative
District, where the Property is located, contains more stringent restrictions on the
issuance of liquor licenses within 300" of a school or place of worship than any other
legislative district in the City of Baltimore. For example, outside the 46th District,
licenses that allow on-premises consumption are allowed within 300" of a school or
place of worship, and pursuant to the 2017 enactment of SB 384, Class B-D-7 licenses
are permitted within 300" of a school or place of worship in the Old Goucher
Revitalization District.

Within the 46th District, the issuance of liquor licenses of any type may only be
issued within 300" of a school or place of worship in certain enumerated areas, and
only if the application for issuance of a license is approved by the community and
business associations representing the area (and if applicable, the ordained leader
of the place of worship). The most recent instance within the 46th Legislative District
in which an exception was added for a specifically defined area was in 2016 when
the enactment of HB 1210 allowed for the issuance of a license within the block in
which Ida B’s Table at Holliday and Saratoga Streets is located.
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If approved, HB 924 would create a similar exception for the block on which 3925
Gough Street is located so that the building can be redeveloped and occupied with
restaurant/café uses that are more compatible with the neighborhood. Notably, it
would only authorize the issuance of a license that allows for on-premises
consumption—Class A licenses of any type will still be subject to the 300" Rule.
Additionally, the Bill would only allow a potential restaurant/café operator to
approach the local community and business associations and request that they
approve the proposed issuance of a liquor license at 3925 Gough Street. The
applicant(s) would still have to apply to the Liquor Board, which retains the
authority to approve the issuance or transfer of a license at a public hearing. Unless
a memorandum of understanding is entered into between the applicant(s) and the
Highlandtown Community Association, the Liquor Board would be prohibited
from issuing a license within 300" of the school.

For your reference, the request has the support of many local stakeholders
surrounding 3925 Gough Street. Enclosed are letters of support addressed to the
46th District delegation as well as a petition signed by a number of
parents/guardians of students enrolled at the Highlandtown Elementary/Middle
School. All are excited by the opportunity to bring in non-industrial uses to the
warehouse building that are more compatible with the vibrant neighborhood. We
accordingly encourage you and the Economic Matters Committee to join the
Baltimore City House Delegation in supporting the passage of the Bill.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sineerely,
/

stin A. Williams

JAW

Enclosures

cc:  The Honorable Luke Clippinger (via electronic mail)
The Honorable Brooke Lierman (via electronic mail)
The Honorable Robbyn Lewis (via electronic mail)
Thomas R. Akras, Esq., Deputy Executive Secretary,
Board of Liquor License Commissioners
for Baltimore City (via electronic mail)
3925 Gough Street, LLC (via electronic mail)
Caroline L. Hecker, Esq. (via electronic mail)
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November 20, 2019

Senator Bill Ferguson Delegate Robbyn Lewis
Miller Senate Office Building House Office Building
Room 3W Room 304

11 Bladen Street 6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401 Annapolis, MD 21401
Delegate Brooke Lierman Delegate Luke Clippinger
House Office Building House Office Building
Room 311 Room 101

6 Bladen Street 6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401 Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: 3925 Gough Street
Dear Senator Ferguson, Delegate Lierman, Delegate Lewis, and Delegate Clippinger:

The Highlandtown Community Asso. (HCA) is pleased to support legislation to authorize the issuance of
alcoholic beverages licenses for use at 3925 Gough Street. The building at 3925 Gough Street has been
an eyesore for years, and we look forward to seeing a redeveloped site with uses that are more
compatible with our neighborhood. | have met with representatives of the property owner and I am
pleased to see that change is coming to our corner of the City. While | understand that State law
generally prohibits the issuance of alcoholic beverages licenses within 300 feet of a school, this site may
be the exception that proves the rule: The redevelopment of 3925 Gough Street will create a place for
parents and staff to unwind after a long day, and the ability to enjoy a glass of wine or a cocktail will be
an amenity that will draw neighbors together. We wholeheartedly support legislation to create this
opportunity for 3925 Gough Street. '

Thank you for your consideration.

~ w/

Brian Sweeney

President-Highlandtown Community Asso.
Highlandtown21224@gmail.com

C- 443-220-9780

letter HCA support for 3925 Gough St. liquor license 191120

HIGHLANDTOWN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
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HIGHLANDTOWN, MD 21281-1333
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Oclober 15, 2019

Senator Bill Ferguson Dclegate Brooke Lierman
Miller Scnate Office Building Housc Office Building
Room 3W Room 311

11 Bladen Street 6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 2140] Annapolis, MD 21401
Delegate Robbyn Lewis Delegate Luke Clippinger
House Office Building House Office Building
Room 304 Room 101

6 Bladen Street 6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401 Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: 3925 Gough Street
Dear Senator Ferguson, Delegate Lierman, Delegate Lewis, and Delegate Clippinger:

Plcase accept this letter in support ol legislation to authorize the issuance of
alcoholic beverages licenses for use at 3925 Gough Street. The building at 3925 Gough
Street has been an eyesore for years, and we look forward to sceing a redeveloped site with
uses that arc more compatible with the neighborhood. 1 have met with representatives of
the property owner and 1 am pleased to see that change is coming to our corner of the City.
While 1 understand that State law generally prohibits the issuance of alcoholic beverages
licenses within 300 feet of a school. the redevelopment of 3925 Gough Street will create a
place for parents and staff to unwind after a long day, and the ability to enjoy a glass of
wine will be an amenity that will draw neighbors together. | wholeheartedly support
legislation to create this opportunity for 3925 Gough Street.

Thank you for your considcration.

Sincerely,

L- 3 (/k_/'/‘
Kari Snyder
Executive Director

4841-0230-4169. v. 1



PETITION IN SUPPORT OF 1R 924
We, the purents & pusndiuns of students enrolled ot
Highlandtown  Elementary/Middle  School No. 237
and/or residents i the urea susrounding the school, hy
aur names submitted on this Petion supporl the
enoctment of House Bill Y24 10 authorize the issuance of’
liquor licenses for use nf 3925 Gough Street. While we
understund  hat Stute law  generally  protibits  the
issuance of liquor licenses within 300 feet of u school,
we believe the redevelopment of the building ut 3925
Gough Street with restaurant or calé uses is more

ibl \vilh the nei [ than the prior
I uses | I there.  We
understand llmu.\'cn i 1113 924 is enacted. any applicant
secking 1o serve aleoholic hevernges al 3925 (mu;,h
Street will be required 0 ubtain e ]

Nosotros, los padres y tutores legales de los estudionies
mutriculados en Tlighlandtown Elementary / Middle
School No. 237 s/o residentes cn el dren que rodea ln
eseueln, por nuesiros nombres presentndos on csta
Peticion respaldamos la promulgacion del Proyecto de
Ley 924 de ta Camarn Bajn (1113 924) paru autorizar b
emision de licencius de licor para use en 3925 Gough
Street. Fotendemos que la Tey estatal generabmente
prohibe la emisién de licencias de licor dentro de los 300
pics de unn escuehe: sin emburgo, creemos que la
remodelacitn del edificio e 3925 Gough Streer con
usos de restauruntes o calés es mias compalible con el
vecindarin que  los  usos  industriules  anteriores
I ‘ndunms que incluso siose pmmulbu 118 924,

support before the Baltimore City Liquor Roard would
pemil the issusnee af a liquor license.

que  busque  servie  bebidas

alcohélicas en 3925 Gough Street deberd oblener el
apoyo de la comunidad entes de que ln Junta de Licares
de la ciudad de Balumore permila la emision de una
licencia de licor
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We, (he parents & guardians of students enralled at
Highlandtown  Elementary/Middle  Sehool No. 237
undfor residents in the area surraunding (he school. by
our names submilted on this Detition support the
cnuctment of House Bill 924 to authorize the issuance of
liquor licenses for use at 3925 Gough Streel. While we
understand  thal Ntale law  gencrally  probibits e
issuance of liquor licenses within 300 fert of 8 schanl,
we believe the redevelopment of the building at 3925
Gough Street with restavrant or el uses is more
mmpuuhlc willh the neighborhood than (e prior

Justrial  uses { I there.  We
understand l|\al cven il 113 924 is en any applicant
seeking to serve aleoholic bevernges at 3925 (inugh
Street will be required 10 obwin the

Nasolros, los padres y tulores legolus de los estudiantes
matriculados en Uighlandiown Flementary / Middle
Schaol Nu. 237 y/o residentes en ¢l Grea que rodea [
escucla, por nuestros nombres presenlados en estn
Leticion respaldamos (& promulgacion del Proyecto de
I.ey 924 de la Camara Hojo (113 924) para wutorizar la
emision de ticencias de licor para uso cn 3925 Gough
Street, Entendemos que ln ey cstatal gencrulniente
prohibe lo emision de licencins de licor dentro de los 300
pies de una escucl embargo, creemos que ln
remodelacion del edificio ¢n 3925 Gough Street con
usns de restauranies o calés es mis compalible con ¢l
vecindario gue  Jos usos  industrinles  anteriores.
,nlcndunm gue incluso si se promulga 1183 924,

supporl hefare the Raltimore City Liquar oard \leld
permit the issuance afa liguor license,

NAME / NOMURE
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livilume  que busque servie  bubidis
Allmhuln:u\ en 3925 Gough Street deber oblener cl
apoyo de ln comunidud antes de gue Ta Junta de Licores
de la ciudad de Baltimore permita la emision de una
licencin de licor
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We, the parents & puardians ol students corofled at
Highlandiown  Elementarg/Middle  School No. 237
and/or residents in the area surrounding the schoul, by
our numes submitted on this Pelition suppart the
cenaciment of House Bill 924 1o authorize the 1ssuance of
liquor licenses for use a1 3925 Gough Streel. While we
understund  that State law  generally  prohibits the
issuance of liquor licenses within 300 feet o a school,
we helieve the redevelopment of the building at 3925
Gough Streel with restaurant or caté uses is more
with the nei I than the prior
industrial  uses d I (here We
understand that even iF 1113 924 is enucted, any applicant
seeking (0 serve aleoholic beverages at 3925 Gouph
Street will be mequired - obtain the community’s
suppor hefore the Baltimore City Liguor Board would
permit the issuance af a liguor lic

0

NAME / NOMBRE

Nosolios, los padres y tulores legales de los estudiantes
matriculodos ¢n Highlandtown Blementary / Middie
Schoal No, 237 y/o residentes en el drea que raden
escueln, por nucstros nombres preseniudos en esla
Peticion respaldamos la promulpacion del Proyecto de
Ley 924 de lu Clmaru Baja (1114 924) pora autorizar ln
emision de licencins de licor paru uso en 3925 Gough
Street. Intendemos que o ley estatal generalmente
prohibe Ja emisian de licencias de licor dentro de los 300
pies de unu escuela; sin embargo, creemos gue la
remadelueion del edificio en 3925 Gough Street con
usos de restaurantes o cafés es mis compatible con el
vecindario que  los  usos industriales  unteriores
Emtendemaos que incliso si se promulga 118024
cunlquier  solicitante  que busque  servie  hebidas
alcohdlicas en 3925 Gough Street deberd oblener el
apoyo de la comunidad untes de que ls Junta de Licores
de Ta ciudad de Baltimore permila la emision de uny
licencin de licar.

We, the parents & puordians of students enrolled wl
Highlandtown  Elementury/Middle Sehoal No. 237
anddor residents in the area surrounding the schoal, by
aur numes submitted on this Petition suppart the
enactment ol House 1311 924 1o autherize the issuanee of
liuor licenses for use al 3925 Gough Street. While we
wnderstand  that State law  penerally prohibits the
issunnce of liquor licenses within 300 feel of'a school,
we believe the redevelopment ol the building at 3925
Gough Street wills restanrant or calé uses is more
Lllm[‘nlllhh: with e neighborhood thian the  prior

il uses I ) there  We
understund that even it TH3 924 is cnacted, any applicant
ne (o serve aleoholic beverages ni 3925 Gough
Street will be required o oblin the comnun:
suppart hefore the Baltimare City Liguor Ronrd would
permit the issuance of a liguor license,

1L NOMBRE

I |'|{'!(}N EN APOYO DE 1 924

Nosnlrus las pnerh ¥ ltores Iq..nlu: de los estudianles

en ighland ary / Middle
Selool No, 237 y/o residentes en ¢l drea que rodes la
cscueln. por nuestros nombres presentados en sty
I'ctician respaldumos ln promulgucion del Proyecto de
Ley 924 de ln Cimara Bajo (118 924) paru autorizar la
cmisidén de licencias de licor para uso en 3925 Gough
Street, Intendemos que la ley estatal generslmente
prohibe luemision de licencins de licor dentro de los 300
pies de unw escuela: sin embargo, creemos que la
remudelucion deb edificio en 3925 Gough Streel con
usos de resturanies o enfés es mis compatible con el
vecindario yque  los usos industriales  anteriores,
Entendemos que incluse siose promulga 113924,
cualyuicr  solicitanle  que  busque  servir - bebidas
alcohdlicus en 3925 Gough Street deberd abtener ¢l
apaya de la comunidad nntes de gue la Junta de Licores
de fo ciudud de DBoltimore permita la emision de una
cin de licor.
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PETETTON IN SUPPOHCT OF 11924

We, the parents & guardions of students cnrolled at
Iighlandiown Elementary/Middle  School No. 237
and/or residents in the arca surrounding the school, by
our namcs submitted on this Petition support the
enuctment of House Bill 924 (o authorize the 1ssuance of
liquor licenses for use at 3925 Gough Street, While we
understand that Stalc law generally probibits the
issuance of liguor licenses within 300 feel of a school,
we belicve the redevelopment of the building at 3925
Gough Street with r\.slnumnl or caflé uses is more
jible with the than the prior
industrial  uses d there We
understand that cven iF11B 924 is enacted, any applicant
seeking lo serve alcoholic beverages al 3925 Guugh

PETICION BN APOYE DF 111 923
Nosotros, lus padres y lutares legales de los estudiontes
matriculedos en Highlandiown Elementary / Middle
Schual No. 237 y/o residenles en cf dree que rodea la
escucln, por nuestros nombres presentodos en esty
Peticion respaldamos la promulgacion del Proyceto de
Ley 924 de la Cémara Raja (1113 924) para autorizar la
emisidn de licencius de licar para uso en 3925 Gough
Street. Entendemos que la lcy estatal generalmente
prohibe la emisién de licencias de licor dentro de los 300
pies de una escucla; sin pmbargo, creemos que lo
remodelacion del cdificio en 3925 Gough Street con
usos de restauranics o cafés cs mds compalible con el
vecindario que los usos industriales anieriores
Lnlendemos quc incluso si se promulga 1B 924,

Street will he required o oblain the
support hefore the Baltimore City Liguor Board would
permil the issuance of e liquor license.

que  busque  servir  hebidus
nlwlmhcu: en 3925 Gough Sireet deberd obtener el
apoyo de ln comunidad anles de gue lo Junta de Licores
de |a ciudad de Baltimore pennita In emision de una
licencia de licor.
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