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Bill: HB 1489
Rich Taylor, Mayor
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Town of Chesapeake City

The Town of Chesapeake City is in Support of the passage of HB 1489.

Attachments:
- Town’s request (Rich Taylor)

- Personal letter (Frank Vari)
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January 13, 2020

Kevin B. Hornburger
Legislative District 35-A
House Building Office

6 Bladen Street, Room 410
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991

RE: Town of Chesapeake City
Amendment to the Local Government Section of the Annotated Code of Maryland

As the elected officials of the Town of Chesapeake City, please accept this letter as our united
support for the request of amendments to the State Finance and Procurement Section § 6-202 and
the Local Govemment Section §17-101 of the Annotated Code of Maryland allowing
Municipalities to bank with Credit Unions.

Many national banks have been closing their brick and mortar locations in rural areas, due to
Mobile Banking and ATM Transactions becoming the more popular option with their customer
base. This has happened to the Town of Chesapeake City twice in the last year. We are
currently driving over 30 minutes to our current banking location.

We are requesting the aforementioned amendments be made, allowing the Town of Chesapeake
City and other municipalities in Maryland the option to access a more broad range of financial
institutions located in or near their towns/cities. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Richard L. Taylor 1T i%/layor Lee Adams, Council m%cﬂ
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Randy McLennan, Council Ed O’Hara, Council Frank Vari, Council

Hidden Treasure of the Chesapeake



February 20, 2020
Re: HB 1489

Dear Dereck E. Davis,

| was a lifelong member of PNC Bank, despite a few name changes along the way, such as County Bank and the Bank of
Delaware. Despite my loyalty of about sixty years, when PNC decided to leave Chesapeake City, their response to me as |
tried to talk Corporate Headquarters into reconsidering, was don't waste your breath and time; it's done we are leaving.
They left, two and half months and they were gone. | and others in our community felt betrayed, where was their loyalty.

The nearest PNC Banks were located South of Town in Galena, MD 15.8 miles and 22 min. away, North of Town in Elkton,
MD 5.8 miles and 10 minutes away and East of Town in Middletown, DE 11.1 miles and 20 minutes away.

The Town of Chesapeake City needed a full service Financial Institution to serve our residents, businesses and the
Municipality of Chesapeake City. | started a campaign to find one. In the meantime, we had to choose a bank and quickly,
time was of the essence. It was quite the undertaking to move everything to another bank. We choose Howard Bank which
was the closest to our Town; they were located on Rt. 213 south of Rt. 40 in Elkton, MD. To my surprise after adjusting to
the procedures from a new bank we received a notice from their Corporate Headquarters, just one year later, that they were
closing the branch we were banking with. Here we go again! We are still banking with Howard Bank in Rising Sun, MD,
however, its thirty plus minutes one way. This is a waste of time and money.

In my search to find a bank to replace the empty PNC location, | spoke to all the banks in our area including Howard,
Hartford, Columbia, and M&T, asking if they were interested in re-establishing a branch in Chesapeake City. Their
response was that they were not interested in discussing or to committing to such a request. The only one interested in the
idea was APGFCU. The week before Christmas in 2017, | received a call that they signed a lease agreement with the owner
to establish a branch in Chesapeake City. It took a few months with some alterations to the building. They opened about
three months later in 2018, on RT. 213 just south of the Chesapeake City Bridge. After a Grand Opening, they were open
for business. Residents and businesses were delighted. Soon, the Town of Chesapeake City began to inquire about
changing over from Howard Bank to APGFCU and we ran into a problem, we were told that there was a law on the books
that Municipalities were not allowed to join credit unions.

Members of the Finance Committee, we feel that Municipalities should have the right to choose where they bank for the
best interest of the citizens we represent.

With thirty plus States already having such a change in the law allowing Municipalities to belong to credit unions, | implore
you to support this request favorably.

#Note: Loyalty seems not to matter for Corporate, Don't Waste Your Breath, My loyalty does. Since then | pulled everything
out of PNC including Savings, Checking, Money Markets, Debit & Credit Cards, Equity Loans and Financial Investments.
APGFCU is our Financial Institution in Chesapeake City and | support it, as they say | am all in.

Thank You for your Consideration,

FL LA

Frank Vari
100 Third St.
Chesapeake City, MD 21915



