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More than 150,000 Maryland cast absentee ballots in 2018. They were instructed to place
sufficient postage on their ballot in order for it to be delivered. The price of stamps can be a
burden on Maryland’s most vulnerable residents who wish to vote. Purchasing stamps is a
barrier for young voters who are frequently inexperienced with mailing requirements. People
who are sick, elderly, or imprisoned still have the right to vote, but they may not have access to
stamps.

There is no fee to vote in-person to cover the costs of administering an election. By removing
postage as an obstacle to voting, citizens will be able to more freely participate in our electoral
system.

This legislation is based on then-Senator Jamie Raskin's bill that passed the Senate unanimously
in 2015. He argued that, “given the affected population and low cost of the bill, this is
something the State could become a national leader in.” This bill was also introduced in 2019 as
SB343, which was supported by this Committee and the full Senate.

SB33 would require absentee ballots to include prepaid return envelopes. This year’s fiscal note
estimated an insignificant statewide cost of $14,000 in FY22 (roughly .00003% of the State
budget). This is a small price to pay in order to increase participation in our democracy.

| urge the Committee to favorably report again on this SB33.

Attachment: 2016 and 2018 Absentee Ballots Returned by County



0SE'LLT 9pIMa1eIS
%ST'T TEOT 191S9210/\\
%LE'T Tev'e 021WODIM
%C8'T €ec’s uoyguIysem
%LL 0 LSET joqjel
%0 [¥47 SENETIS
%69'T 900°¢ s Key uies
%CL°0 €8C'T S,9uuy usany
%66'CT vE0'ET 5,981099 8ould
%L6°8¢C C8€'1S Ayuno) AlswoSiuo
%CE0D /S RTEN
%69°S 88001 piemoH
%8T°€ €€9's piopeH
%¥i0 08L naieon
%69°€ €¥S'9 ¥ouapal4
%0S°0 688 191s8ydi0Q
%T6'T 6LE"€ EIER)
%60°T V6T TEER)
%YS'T 667y [jo11e)
%LT0 98Yy aujjole)
%611 T¥9°C ENCR)
%IT'CT SLY'TT Ano) alownjeg
%€6'9 ({443 K1) a1ownjeg
%96 [4474C) |spunly suuy
%L8°0 ovsT Aueda|y

6€9'0G) 9pImMale1S

%90°T €65'L 191S2210/\\
%8C'T 626'L 02I1WODIM
%0€°¢C oop'e uoj3ulysepn
%80 o€l 10qjeL
%LC0 AR 19SI9W0S
%LS'T €lc'e s e ies
%890 /10'L s,2uUuy usany
%CT'TT /G/'91 $,981099 aduud
%96'T€ oslL'sy MAuno) AswoBiuopy
%PE0 920G TEN]
%EC'S Geg'/ piemoH
%89°C 9e0'y piojieH
%610 or. naieon
%91V 092'9 Jouspal]
%850 198 J91s9Yyd10Q
%99°'T v61'e sapeyd
%660 88y’ [EER)
%ET'C ece's Jjo1e)
%6C°0 {2154 auijoie)
%99°'T y0s'e TENER)
%ISTT e lL Aluno) aiownjeg
%689 z8e'ol A1 asownjeg
%CT'6 vil'sL |opuniy auuy
%LT'T 022°L Aueda)y
|B101 JO BieYS |paAl@dal JaquinN saiuno)

|e301 JO aleys

PoAIadal Jaquinn

UoI199]3 8TO¢

UoId93 9T0¢C

8T10¢ pue 9TQ¢ Ul PaAIaddY sy0]|eg @ajuasqy :€€9S




