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The phrase “farmers market” is commonly used in the United States to refer to a place,
usually an open-air marketplace or building, where farmers or producers of raw
agricultural products, sell their goods directly to interested customers. Webster's,
Oxford, and any other dictionary confirms this colloquial definition. My hometown of Bel
Air is situated in a semi-rural area where there are several real farm stands and farmers
markets that existed many years before a large grocery store calling itself a farmers
market opened this past summer. This store’s name has made many people in our
community confused about where the real farmers are selling their products.

The setting of a farmers market is a very special place, where customers understand
that those who sell things to them actually grew or made them. Very simply, customers
believe and trust that when they go to a destination called a farmers market, that they
are giving their money to the actual producers of their food without any middleman. In a
more complex sense, customers who respond positively to the phrase “farmers market”
have a sense of the substantive difference between a farmer-customer transaction and
a grocery store purchase. Whether the substantive difference to them means in quality,
in process, or in some larger social good such as the environmental impact or
community value, all of these things are meaningful and important reasons why the
integrity of the phrase “farmers market” must remain intact and not used as a marketing
tactic by grocery stores in order to capture the farmers food market share.

One of the other disastrous consequences of corporate appropriation of this phrase is
that social media sites such as Yelp, Facebook, and Google have categorized these
grocery stores in the same lists as real farm stands and farmers markets. People who
are new to an area, tourists, and young shoppers rely on these websites to find their
farmers. In a mediation facilitated through the Maryland Attorney General’s office, | have
spoken with the grocery store in our town and they have said they will not change their
name and they will not change their category on social media websites. Without this

law, customers will continue to be misled. Real farmers will become harder and harder
to find with this deceptive marketing tactic.

Passing this law is a matter great public good. The term “farmers market” refers
to one of the only places left where customers can make sure the growers receive fair
compensation - a living wage - and appreciation for their labor. Farmers work out in all
weather, from rainstorms to 100 degree heat, to keep their communities healthy and
fed. The United States Post Office even put out a set of Farmers Market stamps to
celebrate the public good that real farmers markets do to create a sense of community
and belonging to citizens, as well as helping the local economy. This stamp set is a
tribute to the work of the farmer, work that corporate appropriation disrespects and
undermines. Community members, farmers and customers alike, have spoken. No
more blurring the line. Pass this law that defines a farmers market and preserve the

integrity of this important economic and cultural public space for generations of
Marylanders to come.
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