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MARYLAND MILITARY COALITION

HOUSE BILL 236 — SUPPORT

12 February 2020

Delegate Barve and Members of the
Environment and Transportation Committee
House Office Building, Room 251

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Chairman Barve and Members of the Committee:
| am writing on behalf of the Maryland Military Coalition to offer our support for House Bill 236.

The Maryland Military Coalition is a 501(c)4 social welfare organization, incorporated in the State of
Maryland. We are an alliance of sixteen organizations representing over 100,000 members, about one
fourth of Maryland’s Veterans. Our coalition partners and signatories are listed on the following page.

Our mission is to advocate in the Maryland general assembly and throughout Maryland state
government in order to improve the benefits and quality of life programs for Veterans, Service
members, and their Families.

We believe that House Bill 236 advances our goal of enhancing the services offered by the Recreational
Licenses Donation Program. This bill also directly relates to our goal of supporting measures that
positively contribute to our Veterans’ behavioral health and help prevent Veterans suicide, which
recreational therapy programs, such as hunting and fishing, have been conclusively proven to.

Significantly, this legislation removes a sunset provision in current law, thus extending this valuable
program without a limiting date. If passed and enacted, it will ensure this program is available to future

generations of qualifying Service Members and Veterans.

The Maryland Military Coalition strongly supports House Bill 236 and respectfully requests a favorable
report on this important legislation.

Thank you for supporting Maryland Veterans!
Sincerely,

Brian T. Smith '\.

Vice President
BTSmith1184@outlook.com

1101 Mercantile Lane, Suite 260 « Largo, Maryland 20774
Facebook.com/MDMilCoalition MDMilCoalition.org Twitter.com/MDMilCoalition
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