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Mr. Chair, Mr. Vice Chair and members of the committee, my name is 
Michael Loll and I represent the 700+ members of Indivisible Howard 
County. We are providing written testimony today in strong support of 
HB432, which prohibits the MTA from purchasing non-electric buses 
beginning in fiscal year 2022. 

This bill would benefit the citizens of our state by reducing both 
greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution caused by diesel fuel 
combustion. The dangers of carbon dioxide induced climate change are 
now not just predictions, but real events happening around the world - 1. 
The exhaust produced by diesel burning buses is hazardous to passengers, 
bus drivers, and the general public - 2. Diesel exhaust, which is a mixture of 
gases and particulates, contains polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAH), 
chemicals that cause cancer in animal studies. Breathing the fine 
particulate matter in diesel and other emissions has resulted in the 
premature deaths of thousands of people in the United States. Besides PAH 
and particles, nitrogen oxides in diesel exhaust form ozone, a known 
respiratory irritant which exacerbates asthma. This bill would not solve all 
of our greenhouse gas and air pollution problems, but it is a bold step in the 
right direction. 

We urge a favorable report. 
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