MTBMA

MARYLAND TRANSPORTATION BUILDERS
AND MATERIALS ASSOCIATION

February 20, 2020

Delegate Kumar P. Barve, Chairman OPPOSE
Environment and Transportation

251 House Office Building

6 Bladen Street

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Re:  HOUSE BILL 258 — PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY - STATE HIGHWAYS —
TOLL FACILITIES PG 402-20

Dear Chairman Barve and Committee Members:

The Maryland Transportation Builders and Materials Association (“MTBMA”) has been and
continues to serve as the voice for Maryland’s construction transportation industry since 1932.
Our association is comprised of 200 members. MTBMA encourages, develops, and protects the
prestige of the transportation construction and materials industry in Maryland by establishing and
maintaining respected relationships with federal, state, and local public officials.

HB 258 would prohibit a State agency from acquiring or constructing a toll road, highway or bridge
in Prince George’s County unless the County authorizes it. This legislation is another attempt to
stop existing and planned projects for toll roads and highways in suburban Washington. Doing so
will only further delay traffic alleviation efforts for an area of the State desperately in need of
relief. A 2019 report by TRIP, a national transportation research nonprofit, found the Capital
Beltway between Route 1 and Route 29 in Prince George’s County was the worst congested
highway in the State during the morning commute.

We appreciate you taking the time to address this important issue and we respectfully urge an
unfavorable report on House Bill 258.

Thank you,

Wekae A Selata

Michael Sakata

President and CEO

Maryland Transportation Builders and Materials Association
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What's the worst commute in Maryland?

A new report finds that Maryland roads have "the highest traffic volume in the

nation" and scores the slowest slogs

Author: Pete Muntean, Jordan Fischer Maryland Road Congestion

WASHINGTON — Maryland drivers, we feel your pain. A AM Commute

just-released report by a nonprofit transportation research firm AM Most Congested Highway Sections
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says that Maryland drivers suffer through the second-longest Route Miles
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region. The Washington region’s worst evening highway
commute, the report says, is on the [-270 Spur into 1-495
followed closely by the Inner Loop of the Beltway between the
Virginia state line and 1-270.

“As Maryland strives to enhance its high performance
economy, it will be critical that it is able to provide a well-
maintained, safe and efficient 21st century network of roads,
highways, bridges and transit that can accommodate the
mobility demands of a modern society,” TRIP said in the
report.

The report says the worst arterial roads to drive on in the
morning are US 29 between Route 650 and 1-495. In the
evening, Route 210 Southbound near Kerby Hill and
Livingston Road to Palmer road is the worst.


http://www.tripnet.org/docs/MD_Progress_and_Challenges_TRIP_Report_March_2019.pdf
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