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Submitted by Stacey Jefferson and Matt Quinlan, Co-Chairs

Marylanders Against Poverty (MAP) supports SB 49, which renames the Food
Supplement Program (FSP) in the Department of Human Services to the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).

The Food Supplement Program (known nationally as SNAP, and formerly as Food
Stamps) is a critical safety-net program that reduces food insecurity for low-income
Marylanders. Statewide, over 625,000 Marylanders utilize FSP to purchase food and
make ends meet.!

Renaming the Food Supplement Program to reflect the terminology used at the
federal level will alleviate discrepancies and confusion. Streamlining the name of FSP
to SNAP will assist with vital outreach efforts, as it simplifies materials and descriptions
of the program. Passing SB 49 will reduce the need for multiple names referring to a
single program in the Department of Human Services and amongst service providers.

MAP appreciates your consideration and urges a favorable report for support SB 49.

* % %

Marylanders Against Poverty (MAP) is a coalition of service providers, faith
communities, and advocacy organizations advancing statewide public policies and
programs necessary to alleviate the burdens faced by Marylanders living in or near
poverty, and to address the underlying systemic causes of poverty.
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