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CHESAPEAKE BAY FOUNDATION 

 
                                 Environmental Protection and Restoration 

                                Environmental Education                       
 

Maryland Office  Philip Merrill Environmental Center  6 Herndon Avenue  Annapolis  Maryland  21403 
Phone (410) 268-8816  Fax (410) 280-3513 

 
The Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) is a non-profit environmental education and advocacy organization dedicated to the restoration and protection of the Chesapeake Bay. With 

over 300,000 members and e-subscribers, including over 107,000 in Maryland alone, CBF works to educate the public and to protect the interest of the Chesapeake and its resources. 
 

 
 

Senate Bill 13 

Chesapeake Bay Bridge – Reconstruction Advisory Group and Traffic Study 
 

DATE: FEBRUARY 5, 2020         POSITION: SUPPORT 

POSITION  

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation requests a favorable report on Senate Bill 13 from the Finance Committee. 
SB 13 would direct the State to fully evaluate near-term techniques that could reduce traffic congestion at 
the Chesapeake Bay Bridge with minimal impacts on water quality. 

COMMENTS 
Traffic congestion on US 50 from Annapolis to Kent Island has raised the possibility of constructing a new 
bridge across the Chesapeake Bay. In the Fall of 2017, The Maryland Transportation Authority (MdTA) 
initiated a Tier I Environmental Impact Study to identify a location for a new vehicular crossing.  

The draft materials from this study, along with past task force efforts, highlight the profound impacts that a 
new span could have on the health of the Chesapeake Bay and surrounding communities. MdTA’s current 
study is not designed to address near-term traffic conditions at the Bridge. This leaves a significant gap in 
the information and options available to reduce congestion in the corridor over the next ten to 20 years.  
 
SB 13 directs the State Highway Administration to study traffic reduction tools that may be implemented in 
the near term. The bill also establishes an advisory group of lawmakers, residents and experts to provide key 
stakeholder input on the study’s recommendations. Specifically, the bill directs the State Highway 
Administration to evaluate the use of travel incentives and traffic control technologies to make the existing 
roadway more efficient.  
 
Travel incentives and traffic control technologies can improve traffic conditions with minimal disruption to 
the local environment and nearby communities. SB 13 provides an opportunity for the State to fully 
investigate the potential for these strategies to improve traffic conditions in the US 50 corridor. 

CONCLUSION  

For these reasons, the Chesapeake Bay Foundation recommends a favorable report on SB 13 from the 
Finance Committee. For questions or more information, please contact Erik Fisher, Maryland Land Use 
Planner at 443-482-2096 or efisher@cbf.org. 

mailto:efisher@cbf.org
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February 5, 2020 

 

The Honorable Delores G. Kelley 

Chair, Senate Finance Committee 

3 East Miller Senate Office Building 

Annapolis MD  21401 

 

Re: Letter of Information – Senate Bill 13 - Chesapeake Bay Bridge - Reconstruction 

Advisory Group and Traffic Study 

 

Dear Chair Kelley and Committee Members: 

 

The Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) and the Maryland Transportation 

Authority (MDTA) provides the following letter of information regarding Senate Bill 13.  This 

bill would (1) require the MDTA to establish a Chesapeake Bay Bridge Reconstruction Advisory 

Group (BBRAG), and (2) require the State Highway Administration (SHA), in collaboration 

with the Maryland Transportation Institute, to conduct a study on traffic technology and traffic 

management techniques to maximize the efficiency of traffic movement on US 50 between the 

Severn River Bridge and the Kent Narrows Bridge and on the Chesapeake Bay Bridge.  

 

BBRAG as an integral part of the operations at the Chesapeake Bay Bridge.  The BBRAG is, and 

will remain, an important part of the MDTA’s commitment to the communities in Anne Arundel 

and Queen Anne’s Counties. MDTA is committed to maintaining  

 

The MDTA created the BBRAG in 2005 to provide the MDTA with “an independent, citizen-

based perspective on the agency’s outreach with regard to the Chesapeake Bay Bridge.”  The 

creation of the BBRAG was officially approved at the MDTA Board Meeting on May 24, 2005.  

The goal was to form a group of citizens residing on both the Eastern and Western Shores of the 

Chesapeake Bay who had interest in the William Preston Lane, Jr. Memorial Bridge (Bay 

Bridge) and who could work with their respective communities and local businesses to educate, 

assess potential concerns, and gain input on Bay Bridge-related issues and relay that information 

back to the MDTA.  

 

BBRAG serves to provide MDTA with an independent, citizen-based perspective on the 

agency’s operations at the Bay Bridge.  BBRAG was designed to serve as a clearinghouse for 

Bay Bridge users to share issues of concern, and to work collaboratively with MDTA staff by 

providing pertinent input related to traffic and customer service issues.  

 

Last summer, the MDTA Board voted to reconfigure and refocus BBRAG. Prior to this action, 

BBRAG had 11 members of which only 6 members regularly attended the meetings. The MDTA 

Board voted to refocus BBRAG and bring it back to the group’s original purpose at the same 

time to better fulfill part of our Vision of “revolutionizing customer service.”  
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Following the reconstitution and reconfiguration of BBRAG, MDTA conducted website and 

email outreach to elected officials, BBRAG members, area chambers of commerce, and other 

stakeholders.  The new BBRAG will meet quarterly (unless otherwise requested by the Chair), 

assist the MDTA in assessing potential concerns relating to Bay Bridge activities, educate the 

general public, and work collaboratively with the MDTA to provide input related to traffic and 

customer service issues.  Each member will be required to submit a monthly report to the chair 

summarizing their community outreach efforts. BBRAG will submit an annual report to the 

MDTA Executive Director (which will be made available to members of the General Assembly 

upon request). BBRAG will be subject to the Open Meetings Act. The dedicated volunteer 

members of the BBRAG includes elected officials, transportation officials, emergency 

management officials, and concerned citizens. 

 

The fiscal note for Senate Bill 13 is largely due to the bill’s requirement to conduct specific 

traffic studies related to US 50.  The SHA previously investigated preliminary Transportation 

Systems Management and Operations (TSMO) solutions for the US 50 corridor approaches to 

the Bay Bridge in 2017. Currently, SHA has a study underway to identify more detailed 

solutions that may be applied to the US 50 corridor at the approaches of the Bay Bridge to 

manage congestion and yield positive outcomes. The additional studies required in this bill 

would cost an estimated $450,000. 

 

The Maryland Department of Transportation and the Maryland Transportation Authority 

respectfully request that the Committee consider this information as it deliberates on Senate Bill 

13. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Bradley Ryon      Jeff Tosi 

Manager, Government Relations    Director of Government Affairs 

Maryland Transportation Authority   Maryland Department of Transportation 

410-537-1060      410-841-2850 


