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February 25, 2020

Senator Delores G. Kelley

Chair, Finance Vice Chair, Finance

Dear Chair Kelley and Members of the Committee:
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Senator Brian J. Feldman

The Legislative Black Caucus of Maryland has voted to offer favorable support

for SB 641- Maryland Wage and Hour Law and Maryland Wag
Collection Law- Revisions (Maryland Wage Protection Act). T
this legislation is to close the loopholes in state law that facili
commission of wage theft, ensuring that bedrock protections

e Payment and
purpose of
te the
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minimum wage exist not just in theory but are effective in practice.

Black workers experience wage theft at alarming and dispropdrtionate rates.

National data shows, for instance, that Black workers are thre
as their white counterparts to suffer minimum wage violation
are often working around the clock, at wage rates that are alr
low, only to find their paychecks come up short and making it
to pay for basic necessities or save for the future.
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We feel this legislation is important because it ensures that Black workers and

all workers receive their hard-earned wages by strengthening
combat the most common practices . For this reason, the Legi
Caucus of Maryland supports SB 641.
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Chair, Legislative Black Caucus
of Maryland
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