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February 24,2020

Dear Maryland General Assembly,

My nameis Alaysha Barnes. | am a 5th grader from Highland Park Elementary.! am writing to
you out of concern for the coal plants currently in Maryland.

| am writing today to discuss the closing of coalfire plants. Coal is one of the most important
primary fuels.It's a solid carbon-rich material.Coalis primarily used as a fuel to generate
electric power.Wealso use coal to cook on a grill.Coal is bad becauseit causes humans and
living things to becomeill.

It can cause a stroke,lung cancer,and be harmfulto elders.| have asthma and coal can make
my asthma worse.My grandmais a elder and | would loverfor herto live as long as
possible.When wehavecoalplants it makes her have strokes and problems breathing.In other
states there is another material than coal andit is healthier.

United States needs a healthy environmentfor our peopletolive in.Everyday there is people
dying of strokes and lung cancer.Also people are dying from asthma attacks.We as a unit and a
State we need to change to help our people.! have a sister who has aninhaler because of
asthmaattacks and asthma.All | ask is you to help our State andunit

Sincerely,

Alaysha Barnes


