32BJ
-

SEIU

Stronger Together

SERVICE EMPLOYEES
INTERNATIONAL UNIOMN
CTW, CLC

KYLE BRAGG
President

LARRY ENGELSTEIN
Secretary Treasurer

LENORE FRIEDLAENDER
Assistant to the President

VICE PRESIDENTS
SHIRLEY ALDEBOL
KEVIN BROWN
JAIME CONTRERAS
JUAN HERNANDEZ
ROE HILL

DENIS JOHNSTON
GABE MORGAN
MANNY PASTREICH
ROXANA RIVERA
JOHN SANTOS
JOHN THACKER

Capital Area District

Washington 202.387.3211
Baltimore  410.244.6299
Virginia 202.387.3211

Connecticut District
Hartford B860.560.8674
Stamford 203.6749965

District 1201
215.923.5488

Florida District
305.672.7071

Hudson Valley District
914.328.3492

Mid-Atlantic District
215.226.3600

National Conference of
Firemen and Qilers
606.324,3445

New England District 615
617.523.6150

New Jersey District
973.824.3225

Western Pennsylvania District
412.471.06%0

www.seiu3Zbj.org

Date: March 5, 2020

Committee:  Finance Committee

Legislation:  Testimony on SB 774: Hospitals- Community Benefits Bill
Position: Support

Dear Senator Kelley and members of the Senate Finance Committee,

SEIU 32BJ SUPPORTS SB 774 and requests a FAVORABLE report by this committee.
This bill would create a working group that sets minimum community benefits spending
for each hospital, mandate meaningful public engagement in identifying community
health needs and require hospitals to clearly report their community benefit
expenditures, tax exempt disclosures, and other financial measures.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony today on behalf of SEIU 32BJ’s
20,000 members in Maryland and the D.C. Metropolitan Area. Our members are the
janitors and security offices who clean office buildings and government buildings, and
make sure our airports are operating smoothly in a variety of service positions. While
our members struggle to get by on low wages and benefits, Maryland’s nonprofit
hospitals get millions of dollars in tax breaks—known as “community benefits”
spending—which they are required to spend on programs that make our communities
healthier.

However, since these investments are poorly defined and regulated, not all hospitals are
forced take this commitment to the community as seriously as others. We deserve to see
the complete picture of the impact hospitals have on the communities they serve. We
need legislation that will reinforce Maryland’s community benefits program and ensure
hospitals are held accountable.

We strongly encourage this committee to vote favorably on SB 774.

Respectfully submitted,

Testimony of Jaime Contreras, Vice President and Director, Capital Area District, 32BJ
SEIU
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