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Marylanders Against Poverty (MAP) supports HB 286, which requires certain members of
the stakeholder group convened under the Maternal Mortality Review Program reflect
the diversity of birthing individuals in Maryland. This bill would strengthen the already-
established stakeholder group by more explicitly defining their need for racial and
ethnic diversity.

Maternal mortality in the state is on the rise - Maryland’s maternal mortality rate for
2011-2015 is 20% higher than its rate for the five years prior. While deaths to pregnant
and postpartum women are rising nationally, Maryland continues to have a higher
maternal mortality rate than the U.S. average. Additionally, Black women nationally
have a maternal mortality rate that is more than 2.5 times that of White women, while
Black women in Maryland have a maternal mortality rate that is 2.74 times that of
White women.

Given the disparate rates of maternal deaths shown by the data, research tells us that
the causes of this disparity are deeper than race, economic or education status. For
instance, Black women with a college education have a higher infant mortality rate
than White women with less than a high school education. As such, racial disparities in
maternal health outcomes are likely not to be attributed to race itself, but to systemic
social and economic forces which institutionalize racism in the development and health
of women of color, Black women in particular. The impacts of structural racism can
have demonstrable impacts on the physiological wellbeing of pregnant women,
increasing levels of stress and, in turn, cortisol. These raised stress hormones can
disrupt immune, vascular, metabolic, and endocrine systems, and cause cells to age
more quickly. In short - it is the prolonged and sustained exposure to racism that most
threatens the lives of African American women and infants in Maryland. If the
stakeholders convened to review the factors contributing to these deaths does not
reflect the makeup of the families most impacted by maternal deaths, then we simply
will not produce recommendations and interventions suitable for reducing these
outcomes.

The public health crisis that is Maryland’s rising maternal mortality rate should be
addressed with all possible resources and strategies available to our health workers.
MAP appreciates your consideration and urges a favorable report on HB 286.

Marylanders Against Poverty (MAP) is a coalition of service providers, faith
communities, and advocacy organizations advancing statewide public policies and
programs necessary to alleviate the burdens faced by Marylanders living in or near
poverty, and to address the underlying systemic causes of poverty.
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