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Ll social wWorker rasy testify on uHimate {ssues such as ganity, competence o siand tiia, and
ssatters withiz 1oz scope of practice of 3 Woensed clinical socisl worker.' It is my view that &
‘yes-sad olinicel socinl worker may previde ciagnoutic cestimony with respect to raentel dseriers
cwd s n3ocial conditions. This would generally mean that they may testify on issues of sanity
¢ cemnptence o stand it end in otaer gituations where ¢ porson'smental condition is nt issue.

- hzve asked for advice cancerning the views of this offioe as 1o whether & licenssd
+ é

43 vouare aware,  wrots 3 istter n 1964 that consinded that a licensed clinical sozial worier

wes not qualifedw testify on ultimats issuss of fact suth s criminad respensibility and competence

- pmd -gh Tatier 1o the Hoporable Virginta M. Tromas from Kattryn M Rowe Zated June é,

234 Since (hat tize, the Court of Appeals has addresssd tais issue 2od has taken a different

soczon As avegult, it {s now my view tuats licensed clinical social worker may be permivied o
125 on timate iseues such a3 sanity and competenze o stand ‘mal

1 re A doption/GuardianshipNo. CCJ1 4746, in the Circuit Court for Washington County,
e 3z 43507), tae Court of Appeals addressed the lssue of whether te Ciramt Ceurt Lor
" asaingron Cousty had erred in parmiting e liccnsed clinizal social worker o testify with respect
2~ 2 Aizgnosis of an sbused child as suffering #om ADHD snd borderline intellectual fuzctioning
210 1o the view that the mother's shilily 1o manage and parent the child wea impeired because of her
avpn nimasiz mental ilcess. The Courtrelisd nn the language of Healtk Occupations Articis § 19-
wlhek & 352 Eme provided that the praztice of clinical social work included “renduning a
Gzgaoss hased op a recognized manus] of mental 2ud emactional disorders,” and zlsc on the
sfwimesd edusational standards that the:jaw imposed on Licensed clinizal social workers as oppossd
7 ==+ socinl werkers. Chaptar 554 of 2000, which took sfect soon after the decision in 4doption
e stirinaied this langusge and added lanpuage whichincludes i the practice ci sucial
womgeme 2 Szensed Cinical social worker the Vevaluazer, diagnosis, snd troatment of ssychesocial

) * s¢ the = “Ucensed cinical 108t worzer” 1o refer to Bogs Goenases that ths stamuts ofFicsally calis
rereepd cortified sominl wonicer - olizicsl

104 LAGRATIVE Sexvices BULEinG - po SYyTs Q20K Anious, MARYLAND 215033992
4229464500 - 30:-570-1500 - Fax w10-5.46-3601 - TOD 200463451 - 305970140



SeTePE-RRDA 4R RO -_
s23 25,2064 3:56PM  RTTY GENERAL'S OFFC. Ne.957 P33

-v . Hamoravie Szuel L Roseobag
e 300 2004

Tt a e N
g€ e

cpminions 1nd mentsl disordars aa dedined i § 10-101(f) of the Hoalth - General Asticle” 2nd the
angieinn of psvchotharapy. Healts Occupaticns Article § 19-103(m)(4)(ii). Thischange provides

“.sensed clinical social workers with of least 1s broad disgrostic suthority as tae former law, aad
+his. doss not alter the eocelusions in Adeption No. CCTI4746. Inre Yve 8., 373 M4 85¢, 615
gy

- samoazios, it i my view thatis liczmied Qinieal social worker may be permitiec 1o Litify
e resmest to uitimmat issues such a8 sanity aad competence 10 stand trial.
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