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Date: February 4, 2020

Subject:  Senate Bill 227:
Family Law — Final Protective Order — Extension

Position: SUPPORT

The Maryland State Bar Association (MSBA) FILSC supports Senate Bill 227 —
Family Law — Final Protective Order — Extension.

This testimony is submitted on behalf of the Family and Juvenile Law Section
Council (“FILSC”) of the Maryland State Bar Association (“MSBA”). The FJLSC is the formal
representative of the Family and Juvenile Law Section of the MSBA, which promotes the
objectives of the MSBA by improving the administration of justice in the field of family and
juvenile law and, at the same time, tries to bring together the members of the MSBA who are
concerned with family and juvenile laws and in reforms and improvements in such laws through
legislation or otherwise. The FILSC is charged with the general supervision and control of the
affairs of the Section and authorized to act for the Section in any way in which the Section itself
could act. The Section has over 1,200 attorney members.

Under current law, if the hearing on the motion is scheduled after the original
expiration date of the final protective order, the Court shall extend the order and keep the terms of
the order in full force and effect until the hearing on the motion. Ann. Code Md., Fam. Law Art.
§4-507(a)(4)(ii). The issue that arises with the current language in this law comes down to timing
on the part of the Court and safety on the part of the petitioner, therefore creating a potential
liability with Court personnel or enforcers. Should there be a situation where relief is requested,
but not acted upon until the following business day or until the motion has been reviewed by
Court personnel and updated for the benefit of the petitioner and for applicable law enforcement,
the current language does not account for the gap of time between the expiration of the protective
order and the temporary extension of the order.
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