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47 STATE CIRCLE, SUITE 102  •  ANNAPOLIS, MD 21401 

 

BILL: Senate Bill 407 – Office of the Attorney General - 

Senior and Vulnerable Adult Asset Recovery Unit 

SPONSOR: Senators Kramer, et al. 

HEARING DATE:  February 12, 2020  

COMMITTEE:  Judicial Proceedings 

CONTACT:   Intergovernmental Affairs Office, 301-780-8411 

POSITION:   SUPPORT 

The Office of the Prince George’s County Executive SUPPORTS Senate Bill 407, 

which establishes the Senior and Vulnerable Adult Asset Recovery Unit in the Office 

of the Attorney General to bring civil action against those who financially exploit 

vulnerable adults and recover damages for property lost or damage. 

 

This bill will have a positive impact on the Adult Protective Services (APS) Program 

coordinated through the Child, Adult, and Family Services Division within the Prince 

George’s County Department of Social Services. APS investigates allegations of abuse 

(sexual and physical), neglect (by self or by others), and exploitation (sexual and 

financial) of vulnerable adults. In cases of financial exploitation, it is difficult to 

recoup assets stolen from the client.  Referrals are made to the Financial Crimes Unit 

of the local law enforcement, but seldom are the perpetrators prosecuted. Between 

the years 2017 to 2019, 814 allegations of financial exploitation were investigated, of 

which 172 were dispositioned as exploitation “Indicated.” However, less than 2% were 

convicted, and it is unknown if any of the victims were able to recover damages. Often, 

the victim will refuse to provide testimony or information to prosecute because the 

perpetrator is a relative, and they don’t want them to go to jail. 

 

Financial loss can impact a vulnerable adult’s ability to remain safe in the 

community.  Financial exploitation of one’s resources can result in evictions and 

foreclosures, thus increasing the homeless population in the county.  According to the 

National Adult Protective Services Association (NAPSA), financial exploitation can 

also cause Financial Destitution, Depression, Feelings of Fear, Shame, Anger, and 

Reliance on Government “Safety Net” Programs. 
 

For the reasons stated above, the Office of the Prince George’s County Executive 

SUPPORTS Senate Bill 407 and asks for a FAVORABLE report. 

THE PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
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SB 407 Office of the Attorney General - Senior and Vulnerable Adult Asset Recovery Unit 

SUPPORT 

Senate Budget and Taxation Committee 

February 12, 2020 

 

Good afternoon Chairman Guzzone and members of the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee.  

My name is Sherl Streeter. I am Tammy Bresnahan. I am the Director of Advocacy for AARP MD. 

AARP Maryland is one of the largest membership-based organizations in the State, with almost 

900,000 members.  AARP MD and its members overwhelming support SB 407. We thank Senator 

Kramer for introducing this legislation. 

AARP is working hard to strengthen retirement security for all Americans by ensuring that workers 

and retirees have access to their hard earned and hard saved dollars.  This advocacy responds to 

member priorities as revealed in a recent survey of over 1700 AARP Maryland members. Sixty (60) 

percent responded that maintaining their retirement savings should be an AARP legislative priority. 

SB 407 establishes the Senior and Vulnerable Adult Asset Recovery Unit in the Office of the 

Attorney General for the purpose of protecting seniors and vulnerable adults from financial crimes. 

AARP has a long history of fighting for protections against elder financial exploitation and has been 

on the forefront of advocacy in support of federal and state laws and regulations that prevent this 

type of abuse.  

AARP believes that States should enact and enforce laws that: 

 Make it a criminal offense, with enhanced penalties, to abuse, neglect, or exploit a vulnerable 

individual; and 

 Provide victims and their legal representatives adequate civil procedures, criminal processes 

and remedies including a shift in the burden of proof, the awarding of attorneys’ fees and 

costs, awarding of damages and recovery of assets stolen. 

AARP supports SB 407 and respectfully requests the House Judiciary Committee issue a favorable 

report.  For questions please contact Tammy Bresnahan at tbresnahan@aarp.org . 

  

mailto:tbresnahan@aarp.org
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Support for SB 407 – Office of the Attorney General – Senior and 

Vulnerable Adult Asset Recovery Unit  

Maryland Coalition on Mental Health and Aging, 
Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 

February 12, 2020 
 

The Mental Health Association of Maryland (MHAMD) is a voluntary, non-profit citizens’ 

organization concerned with all aspects of behavioral health. MHAMD’s Coalition on Mental 

Health and Aging is comprised of representatives from aging, mental health, consumer, family 

and professional associations and government agencies working together to improve the 

quality and accessibility of behavioral health assessment, treatment, recovery and illness 

prevention services for older Marylanders. 

Crimes of abuse and fraud against vulnerable and older Marylanders are on the rise. It is not 

uncommon for members of our coalition to share horrific stories of older adults who lose 

property and assets because they have been unknowing victims of crime. In many instances not 

only have victims lost dignity, victims have critical financial security. 

Presently, the Office of Attorney General is under-resourced to properly and fully respond to 

crimes against vulnerable and older adults. SB 407 addresses shortcomings by establishing a 

“Senior and Vulnerable Adult Asset Recovery Unit” within the Office of the Attorney General. 

The bill requires funds in the amount of at least $250,000 for each fiscal year after 2021 to 

cover costs of hiring new staff and investigating and assisting with prosecution by the unit. 

We believe Maryland needs to be doing more to protect older and vulnerable adults and to act 

in their best interest when they have become victims of crime. The recovery of assets can make 

all the difference in how older victims live out the rest of their lives. If assets aren’t recovered, 

we can at least strive for some semblance of justice. For all that our older Marylanders have 

given us, they deserve our protection.  

The Maryland Coalition on Mental Health and Aging urges your favorable report on SB 407. 

Thank you for the opportunity to share our position. 
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Maryland Senior Citizens Action Network 
 
 

 

Testimony in Support of SB 407 – Office of the Attorney General – 

Senior and Vulnerable Adult Asset Recovery Unit  
Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 

February 12, 2020 
 

 
The Maryland Senior Citizens Action Network (MSCAN) is a statewide coalition of 
advocacy groups, service providers, faith-based and mission-driven organizations that 
supports policies that meet the housing and care needs of Maryland's low and 
moderate-income seniors. 
 
Scams, fraud and crimes against older and vulnerable adults are unfortunate realities 
that are becoming more common in Maryland. Many of our members are familiar with 
cases whereby older and vulnerable adults are victims that have lost what they were 
relying on for their future security.  
 
We are fortunate to have advocates in the Office of the Attorney General that work on 
these crimes however, the demand for assistance outpaces the resources that exist to 
support justice for this vulnerable population. For this reason, MSCAN strongly supports 
the passage of SB 407 which establishes a “Senior and Vulnerable Adult Asset Recovery 
Unit” in the Office of the Attorney General. The establishment and funding to staff the 
unit, and investigate and assist prosecution by the unit, will be important to spare 
significant loss to an already compromised group of people who likely do not have the 
means to recover damages on their own. 
 
MSCAN respectfully requests your favorable report on SB 407.  Maryland’s seniors 
deserve the protection and assistance that SB 407 will bring. 
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5750 Executive Drive, Suite 100, Baltimore, MD 21228 
(410) 788-1066  ·  Fax (410) 747-0635  ·  nasw.md @verizon.net  ·  www.nasw-md.org 

Testimony before Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
**Support** 

 
Senate Bill 407 – Office of the Attorney General – 
Senior and Vulnerable Adult Asset Recovery Unit 

 
February 12, 2020 

 
On behalf of the National Association of Social Workers, Maryland Chapter (NASW-MD), we would like 
to express our support for Senate Bill 407, Office of the Attorney General – Senior and Vulnerable Adult 
Asset Recovery Unit. 
 
Financial abuse of older and vulnerable adults is an epidemic in our state and our country. According to 
the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, up to 6.6% of older adults are victims of financial 
exploitation. It is also the fastest-growing form of abuse. In Montgomery County, for example, financial 
exploitation is the second most frequent form of abuse investigated; last year Adult Protective Services in 
that county investigated 408 cases of financial exploitation, 35% of all investigations in FY 19. Given that 
most cases go unreported, the numbers are probably much higher.  Studies indicate that for every 
documented case of elder financial exploitation, 44 went unreported.  
 
Financial abuse costs older Americans over $2.6 billion dollars annually. The harm to older and 
vulnerable adults goes far beyond money, however. Those who have been financially abused increased 
morbidity and mortality, depression and social isolation. Elders who are abused, even modestly, have a 
300% greater chance of death each year than those who were not abused.  
 
As social workers in geriatric settings, we have seen heartbreaking cases of elders who lose everything 
they have, usually at the hands of relatives and others close to them who take advantage of the elder’s 
trust to steal their money and their property. We have seen adult children trick seniors into signing over 
the deed to their homes, then evict their aged parents. We have seen adult grandchildren convince their 
grandparents to co-sign loans that the younger people have no intention of repaying, thus saddling the 
seniors with ruinous debt. We have seen nieces and nephews abuse powers of attorney to clean out their 
elders’ bank accounts, leaving them unable to afford their rent or their medications. We have seen elders 
stripped of all resources by relatives so that they had to leave their beloved continuing care communities 
and move to inadequate care homes where they face further abuse and neglect. 
 
Most victims of financial exploitation never recover their losses.  They don’t have the funds or the 
knowledge to pursue civil actions against their abusers; often there are no civil or criminal consequences 
for these crimes. 
 
 

(over) 



This bill would allow the Office of the Attorney General to continue its important work in recovering 
assets in cases of financial exploitation against vulnerable and older adults and would allow for additional 
staff for the unit so that more victims could be helped.  
 
This bill will help elder and vulnerable victims of financial abuse to regain their assets, their dignity, their 
lives.   
 
We urge you to vote YES on SB 407. 
 
Thank you, 
 
NASW-MD Committee on Aging 
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Chairman William Smith 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
SB407: Office of the Attorney General – Senior and Vulnerable Adult Asset Recovery Unit 
Testimony on Behalf of MD|DC Credit Union Association 
Position: Support  
 
Chairman Smith, Vice-Chair Waldstreicher and Members of the Committee: 
 

On behalf of the MD|DC Credit Union Association and the 84 Credit Unions and their 
2 million members that we represent in the State of Maryland, we appreciate the 
opportunity to testify on this legislation. Credit Unions are member-owned, not-for-profit 
financial cooperatives whose mission is to promote thrift and provide access to credit for 
provident and productive purposes for our members.  We respectfully support this bill. 
 

The MD|DC Credit Union Association has worked with the Attorney General and 
multiple other partners on Project SAFE (Stop Adult Financial Exploitation) for several 
years. Project SAFE has made great strides at informing those who need it most about adult 
financial exploitation. We are fully engaged in Project SAFE and protecting vulnerable 
adults from harm and think that it is a vital measure to protect the public. The Senior and 
Vulnerable Adult Asset Recovery Unit, as contemplated in this bill, would be another 
beneficial “tool in the toolbox” to protect this population. Accordingly, the MD|DC Credit 
Union Association respectfully requests the committee to give SB407 a favorable report. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 443-325-0774 or jbratsakis@mddccua.org, or our 

VP of Advocacy, Rory Murray at rmurray@mddccua.org should you have any questions.  
Thank you for your consideration.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
John Bratsakis 
President/CEO 
MD|DC Credit Union Association 
 
 
 

mailto:jbratsakis@mddccua.org
mailto:rmurray@mddccua.org
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