SB701/ HB 643 Laura Jones

“Richard E. Israel and Roger “Pip” Moyer” 508 Post Oak Road
End-of-Life Options Act Annapolis, MD 21401
OPPOSED - VOTE NO 410-246-5166

Thank you for allowing me to express my opposition to SB 701

The people wearing the sticker that says - “My Life, My Death” think this is a
personal choice that does not effect anyone else but that is simply not true. If you
pass this law, it would have an impact on my family.

My mother-in-law has melanoma that spread to her lymph glands. She was given
6 months to live and like most people, she was afraid of what the future would hold.
More than once she said she just wanted to die, esp. after one of her friends died.
She couldn’t see a reason to go on living. That is one problem with this bill. The
patient could get the prescription when they are not depressed, but later something
could happen that puts them into despair.

If this becomes law and she gets the lethal drugs, she could commit suicide simply
because she is having a bad day. Thankfully, she does not have this option, and even
though she was diagnosed with less than 6 months to live and continues to fight
cancer, she is still with us, 4 1/2years later.

My concern is not only for my mother-in-law. During this same time our teenage
daughter developed anxiety and depression. Her high school counselor informed us
she planned to kill herself by overdosing on pills. As a result, we sought help for her
and we were told to put all our medications under lock and key.

If you pass this law, it would pose an immediate threat to my mother-in-law and
my daughter. How would I protect my daughter from access to my mother-in-law’s
medication? If my mother-in-law ends her life because she is depressed and feeling
low, how I can explain to my daughter that she should not do the same thing?

Can a law be good for one person and bad for another?

( Hold up Picture)Attached to my written testimony is a copy of this story from our
local newspaper, The Capital, that glorified the suicide of a woman in CA with ALS.
This woman sent out invitations to her own death party that was held at sunset
overlooking the beach with her closest friends.

This story makes me physically ill as | remember my daughter telling me how she
wanted her funeral. Some kids dream about the best way to die and it does not help
when the news makes suicide look like some great thing.

Vote against SB 701 to protect my daughter from danger, my mother-in-law
from bad days, and the people in Maryland from a law which forces all of us to
consider suicide as a medically approved healthcare option when we are terminally
ill.
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