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Senator Sydnor Il and Members of the Committee:

My name is Joseph B. Pettiford, Jr. and I'm testifying as a Human Resources (HR) professional and
a higher education administrator.

| support SB 846 for private employers who wish to engage with their employees to seek a peace
order for the protection of the employee and others from an imminent threat of harm while at
the workplace. As an HR professional with over 20 years of experience, the threat and reality of
workplace violence is ever present.

While SB 846 is of value to private employers, | would note that institutions of higher education
have several provisions in Maryland’s Education Article! that give them authority to control their
campuses, issue non-trespass letters, and more. These statutes complement the college’s own
administrative regulations and procedures, the Code of Student Conduct, and other enactments
adopted by the institution.

To illustrate, in the spring of 2019, | encountered a situation where a former employee that
previously had been engaged in a relationship with a current employee entered the campus and
sought to confront the employee. The situation quickly became threatening when the former
employee told supervisors on campus that they carried a gun and would not hesitate to use it, if
anyone interfered with their efforts. This situation was quickly addressed in the following ways:

1) The employee notified their supervisor immediately.

2) The supervisor notified HR and on-campus security simultaneously.

3) Arecent picture of the former employee (archived photo was also available) was provided
to security officials, in case an unsolicited onsite visit ensued and a Be On Look Out (BOLO)
status was established.

4) The employee was encouraged to seek a self-initiated Peace Order and did so.

5) The judge denied the request and so campus officials immediately requested a campus
ban. This notice was served when the former employee next visited the campus, and it
was registered with local law enforcement. This ban was good for one year and would
have resulted in an immediate arrest and subsequent charge for trespassing.

Had this situation involved a student, we would have utilized a host of internal Student Code of
Conduct policies and due process measures to address the matter.

In short, the tools for educational institutions are reasonable and do not create unnecessary legal
filings, court appearances, the need for case management staff and unbudgeted fiscal constraints



imposed upon an already challenging educational model. While the Fiscal Note for SB 846 states
no material effect on localities’ operations or finances, | do believe educational institutions will
incur additional costs for legal advice, investigations, unsolicited responses to civil and/or criminal
lawsuits, and possibly more. My institution marks its 50th anniversary this year, and during that
time, we have successfully managed our resources and partnerships with law enforcement.

Many institutions of higher education, including my own, exercise active shooter drills, update
emergency operation plans, and conduct emergency preparedness simulations regularly. These
exercises are executed within the existing framework of the Maryland Education Article and
within each of our institution’s policies and procedures.

For these reasons, | ask the committee to support SB 846 for private companies, while granting an
exemption for all higher education institutions for the aforementioned reasons. Private
companies do not have the same Maryland Education Article from which to operate, and they
may have the necessary economic resources to provide legal services to their employees.

Thank you for this opportunity to share my experiences as you consider this bill.

! Maryland Code, Education § 26-103,102, 103.
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§ 26-101. Disorderly conduct or obstruction of activities, administration, or classes
prahibite..,
Wes!'s Annotated Code of Maryland
Education

Weslt's Annotated Code of Maryland H
Edueation {Refs & Annos)
Division [V. Other Education Provisions [Titles 21-End] {Refs & Annos)
Title 26. Prohibitions and Penalties (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 1. School Security (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Education, § 26-101

§ 26~101. Disorderly conduct or obstruction of activities, administration, or
classes prohibited

Currentness

In general

() A parson mey not willlully disturb or olharwise willfully prevant the ordetly conduct of the
activities, administration, or classes of any instiiution of elemeniary, secondary, or higher
education.

Protection of studente, employees, administrators, agents, or other individuals
(b} A person may not molest or threaten with bodily hamm any sludent, employee,
administralor, agenl, or any other individual who is lawfully

(1) On the grounds or in the immediata vicinity of any institulion of elsmsnlary, secondary,
or higher educsalion;

{2) On a school vehicle;
{3) Al an actlvity sponsored by a schoo! thal is hald off school property; ar

{4) On property that i owned by a county board and is usad for administralive or other
purposes.

Threats against school employeas by any maans prohibited

{c) A person may not threalen with bodily harm any employee of any instilution of
elementary, secondary, or higher educalion at homa by any means, including in person, by
Istephone, or by elscironic mail. This prohibition applies only lo threats arising oul of the
scope of the amployeg's employment.

injunctions rastraining activities in violation of section

{d) In addition to the penalties providad In this section or in § 6-40B of the Criminal Law
Acicls, on application by the goveming board of any institution of elementary, secondary, or
higher education, the circuit court of the county in which the institution is located may issue
an Injunction restraining any specific aclivilles thal violate this section.

Misdemeaanor violations

(e) Any parson who violates any provision of this section Is guilty of a misdemeanor and on
conviction is subject (o a fine not exceeding $2,500, imprisonmenti nol exceeding & months,
or both.

Credits

Addad by Acts 1978, c. 22, § 2, eff, July 1, 1978, Amended by Acls 1998, ¢. 21, § 9, off. Aprnit
14, 1998; Acts 1999, c. 561, § 1, eff. July 1, 1998; Acts 1999, ¢. 562, § 1, ofi. July 1, 1999,
Acls 2002, c. 213, § 6, eff. Oct. 1, 2002,

Formerly Arl, 27, § 123A; Art, 77, § 96.

MD Code, Education, § 26-101, MD EDUC § 26-101
Currenl through all legistation from the 2019 Regular Session of the General Assembly.
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N generas
(a)(1) Unless locally approved by the county board of education, a person may not drink or
possess any alcoholic beverage on the premises of any public school.

(2) A persan who drinks or possesses any alcoholic beverage and causes a public
disturbance at any elementary or secondary school athlelic contest may not refuse to
comply with a request by a law enforcement officer to stop drinking and causing the public
disturbance. If the person complies with the first request, he may not be charged under this
paragraph. '

Citations issued for violations ,

(b)(1) Any person under 18 years of age who violates the provisions of this section shall be
issued a citation and be subject to the dispositions for a violation under Title 3, Subiitle 8A of
the Courts Article.

(2) Any person 18 years old or older violating the provisions of this section shall be issued
a citation and be subject to § 10-119 of the Criminal Law Article.

Credits

Added by Acts 1978, c. 22, § 2, eff. July 1, 1978. Amended by Acts 1982, c. 844; Acls 1994,
c. 483, § 2, eff. Oct. 1, 1994; Acls 1995, c. 3, § 1, eff. March 7, 1995; Acts 2001, c. 415, § 6,
eff. Oct. 1, 2001; Acts 2002, c. 213, § 6, eff. Oct. 1, 2002.

Formerly Art. 27, §§ 122B, 123.
Editors’ Notes
HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
2000 Legislation
Acts 2001, c. 415, § 7, provides:

“SECTION 7. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, Thal this Act daes not affect the validity of
any proceeding pending on the effective date of this Act and does not affect the release,
extinguishment, or alteration, wholly or partly, of any penalty, forfeiture, or liability, whether
civil or criminal, which shall have occurred under any statute amended or repealed by this
Act and such statute shall be treated as still remaining in force for the purpose of sustaining
any and all proper actions for the enforcement of such penalty, forfeiture, or liability and any
judgment, decree, or order that can be rendered in such action.”

MD Code, Education, § 26-103, MD EDUC § 26-103
Current through all legisiation from the 2019 Regular Sesslon of the General Assembly.
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§ 26-102. Danlal of accass to public school bulldings or graunds
Wesl's Annolated Code of Maryland
Education

West's Annotated Code of Muryland
Education (Refs & Annos}
Division IV. Other Education Provisions [Titles 21-End] (Refs & Annas)
Title 26. Prohibitions and Penalties (Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 1. School Security (Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Education, § 26-102
§ 26~-102. Denial of access to publie school buildings or grounds
Currentncss

School resource officer dafined

{a) In this saction, “school respurce officer” means a law enforcement officer as delined
under § 3-101(e) of the Public Salely Aricle who has been assigned to & school in
accordance wilh a memorandum of undarstanding between the chisf of a law enforcement
agency as defined under § 3-101{b) of the Public Salely Anicle and the locat education

agency.

Parsons denled access to huildings or grounds of public school institutions

{b) The goverming board, president, superiniendent, principal, or school resource officer of
any public institution of slementary, secondary, or higher educatian, or a person designated
in wriling by the board or any of these persons, may deny access (o the buildings or grounds
of the instilution to any other parson who:

{1) Is nol a bona fide, currently registered studenl, or staff or facully member at the
Institution, and who does not have lawful business {o pursue al the inslitution;

(2) Is a bona fide, currently registerad siudent at the inslifution and has been suspended or
expelled from the institulion. for the duration of the suspension or expulsion; or

(3) Acls in @ manner that disrupls or disturbs the normal educattanal funciions of the
institutlon.

Demands for identification and qualification to use or entar premises

{c) Adminislralive personnel, authorizad amployees of any public instilulion of alementary,
secondary, or higher education, and persons designatad In subseclion (b} of this section may
demand identllication and evidence of qualification from any persan who desires to use or
enter the premises of the instilulion,

Agraaments with law enforcemant agencies

{d) Tha goveming board of any public instiiution of elementary, sacondary, or higher
educalion may enler into an agreement with appropriate law enforcement agencies o carry
out the responsibilities of this section when:

{1) The institulion is closed; or

{2) None of the persons designated in subsection (b) of this section are present in the
bulldings or on the grounds of the Institution.

Misdemeanor violations
{e) A person Is gulity of 3 misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not excesding
$1,000, imprisonment not excaeding 8 months, or bolk if he!

(1) Trespasses on the grounds of any public inshtution of elementary, secondary, or higher
educalion;

{2) Falls or refuses to leave the grounds of any of these institutions after being requested
lo do so by a person designated In subsection (b) of this seclion as bsing aulhorized to
dany access {o the buldings or grounds of the Institution; or

(3) Willfully damages or defacas any bullding, furnishing, slalue, monument, memorial,
trae, shrub, grass, or flower on the grounds of any of these inslitulions.
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Credits

Added by Acls 1878, c. 22, § 2, eff. July 1, 1978. Ameandad by Acts 1880, ¢. 66, Acts 1981, c.
467: Acls 1983, c. 442; Acts 1998, c. 21, § 1, eff, April 14, 1998, Acls 2001, c, 153, § 1. efi.
July 1, 2001; Acts 2002, ¢. 19, § 1, efl. April 8, 2002; Acts 2003, c. 17, § 1, eff, Oct, 1, 2003,

Formarly Ant, 27, § 5778.

MD Code, Education, § 26-102, MD EDUC § 26-102
Current through all legistation from the 2019 Regular Session of the General Assembly.
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3/5/2020 Viaw Decument - Maryland Code and Court Ruls

§ 26-103. Alcohol possession or consumplion on school pramisas prohibited
Wesl's Annotated Code of Maryland
Education

West's Annotuted Code of Maryland
Education {Refs & Annos)
Division IV, Other Education Provisions [Titles 21-End] (Refs & Annos)
Title 26. Prohibitions and Penalties {Refs & Annos)
Subtitle 1, School Security {Refs & Annos)

MD Code, Education, § 26-103

§ 26-103. Aleahol possession or consumption on school premises
prohibited

Carrentuess

in general
{a){1) Unless locally approved by the county board of educalion, a parson may not drink or
possess any alcoholic bevarage on the premises of any public school.

{(2) A parson wha drinks or possessas any alcoholic beverage and causes a public
disturbance at any elemeniary or secondary school athletic conlest may not refuse to
comply with a request by a law enforcement officer io stop drinking and causing Ihe public
disturbance. If the person complies with the first request, he may nol be charged under this
paragraph.

Citations issued for violations

(b){1) Any person under 18 yaars of age who violaies the provisions of this saction shall be
issued a cilalion and be subject ta the dispositions for a violation under Tille 3, Subtille 8A of
the Couris Article.

(2) Any person 18 years old or older violating the provisions of this section shall be issued
a cliallon and be subject to § 10-119 of the Criminal Law Article.

Credits

Added by Acts 1978, c. 22, § 2, sff. July 1, 1978. Amended by Acls 1982, ¢. 844; Acls 1934,
c. 483, § 2, eff. Ocl. 1, 1894; Acts 1995, c. 3, § 1. eff. March 7, 1885, Acts 2001, c. 415, § 6,
eff. Ocl. 1, 2001; Acts 2002, c. 213, § 6, off. Oct. 1, 2002.

Formarly Arl, 27, §§ 1228, 123.
Editors’ Notes
HISTORICAL AND STATUTCRY NOTES
2000 Legislation
Acts 2001, c. 415, § 7, provides®

“SECTION 7. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED. Thal this Act does nol aifact the val dity of
any proceeding panding on the effective date of this Act and doas not affect the release,
extinguishment, or alleration, whally or parily, of any penalty, forfaiture, or liabilily, whethar
civil or criminal, which shall have occurred under any siatule amended or repealed by this
Act and such statule shall be reated as still remaining in force for he purpose of sustalning
any and all propar actions for the enforcement of such penalty, forfellure, or liabilily and any
Jjudgment, decres, or order that can be rendered in such action.”

MD Code, Education, § 26-103, MD EDUC § 26-103
Current through all legistation from the 2019 Regular Session of the General Assembly.
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