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Yesterday, we learned from the Santa Monica Police that the .223 caliber AR-15 type semi-

automatic rifle that John Zawahri used to kill five people during his rampage last Friday was 

assembled from parts he bought through the Internet.  To make matters worse, the 

California gun law had actually previously worked when he was prevented from buying a 

gun locally in 2011 due to his past record of mental instability that caused a run-in with 

police.  To circumvent the law, Zawahri bought the components over the Internet from 

sellers in other states, and assembled the rifle himself.

To make your very own AR-15 type rifle, all you need are Google, YouTube, and tools that 

can be purchased at any home center or tool dealer.  To keep from making it easier than it 

already is, I’m not going to show the links to the sources or the videos here.  All of the parts 

are available without purchasing through an FFL (federal firearms licensed dealer), and the 

only real fabrication that must be done is to a part called the lower receiver, the part that 

contains the trigger mechanism and receives the magazine.  Completed receivers, which 

generally carry a serial number, must be sold through an FFL; to get around federal firearms 

law, many online dealers sell what they call 80 percent lower receivers which are only 

partially completed.  You have to do the rest yourself, which is what Zawahri did to build his 

rifle.  Enforcement of the current law here is muddy at best.  Depending on how a lower 

receiver is fabricated, it can be determined by the ATF to be a firearm or not be a firearm, 

and it’s not completely clear how that is determined, as even admitted by some gun 

bloggers.  I found one seller who actually said on its website selling 80 percent lowers, “The 

item is NOT A FIREARM and does not need an FFL. We can ship to most U.S. addresses.”  

Even though it’s clear that what they sell are certainly assembled into a firearm, online 

sellers get away with it by being allowed to say that it’s not.  If not a firearm, what is it?

Zawahri’s ability to assemble a semi-automatic rifle used in this mass-murder, even though 

he had been denied the purchase of a gun in California, is the glaring textbook example of 

why, with interstate commerce and the Internet, that state by state regulation of guns and 
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gun sales simply doesn’t work.  It must be regulated at the federal level including 

background checks for all gun purchases, including private sales, and eliminating the ability 

for just anyone to assemble a working rifle from parts acquired on the Internet.  I actually 

don’t believe that an “assault weapons” ban is the best policy.  I believe that, along with 

universal background checks, laws which are consistent state to state on magazine size and 

ammunition lethality are more critical.  The rules here should be simple; not inconsistent and 

muddy as it is today.  Online gun parts sales should be regulated as with actual gun sales: 

run through an FFL for a background check that is nationwide.

The gun lobby always asserts that there should be no gun laws because criminals won’t 

follow the law.  That’s nonsensical on the face, and argues for no laws anywhere, including 

traffic laws because everyone breaks them.  The point here is that it’s not that criminals 

won’t follow the laws, it’s that these laws will make it harder for these law breakers to 

acquire these weapons to begin with.  The California gun law worked in this particular case; 

Zawahri was prevented from buying a gun locally.  What good is that, though, when he could 

just get online and buy the parts from non-FFL dealers to assemble that same gun?  Had 

laws to prevent him from buying the parts of his rifle online, this is one tragedy that could 

have been prevented.  

In this day of Internet commerce and fast long distance travel, state by state gun laws make 

no sense.  We need a nation wide, consistent set of laws that deny terrorists, criminals, and 

the mentally unstable easy access to guns, the high capacity magazines, and the massive 

amounts of ammunition that do so much damage so quickly.  It’s that common sense 

approach that so many oppose.

Do you have information you want to share with HuffPost? Here’s how.

BEFORE YOU GO

 

https://www.huffpost.com/
https://oidc.huffpost.com/login?dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffpost.com%2Fentry%2Fsanta-monica-shooter-buil_b_3447220


3/3/2020 Santa Monica Shooter Built His Gun From Parts He Bought Online | HuffPost

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/santa-monica-shooter-buil_b_3447220 3/4

MORE:

    

William Barr pide a Trump que deje de tuitear porque
le impide realizar su trabajo

01:2701:2701:27

Politics News Ar 15 Gun Violence Universal Background Checks Background Checks

MOST SHARED

Sean Hannity
Uses Deadly
Coronavirus
Outbreak To Spew
Hate At
Democrats, Media

Elizabeth Warren
Knocks
‘Washington
Insiders’
Endorsing A
‘Fellow
Washington
Insider’

Elizabeth Warren
Straight-Up
Reveals What She
Doesn’t Like
About Michael
Bloomberg

Trump Slams
‘Politically
Correct’ Fox News

‘National
Scandal’: ER
Doctor Slams
Trump
Administration’s
Coronavirus
Testing Logjam

WHAT’S HOT

Seth Meyers Scorches
Donald Trump Jr. Over
‘Truly Disgusting’
Coronavirus Claims

Spike Lee’s Meltdown
With Knicks’ Arena
Security Caught On
Video

Jimmy Kimmel Breaks
Down How His 5-Year-
Old Daughter Is Just
Like Donald Trump

Colbert Backs His Azz
Up Over Bonkers New
2020 Campaign
Developments

 

https://www.huffpost.com/news/topic/politics-news
https://www.huffpost.com/topic/ar-15
https://www.huffpost.com/topic/gun-violence
https://www.huffpost.com/topic/universal-background-checks
https://www.huffpost.com/topic/background-checks
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/fox-news-sean-hannity-coronavirus-democrats-trump_n_5e5e08dec5b63aaf8f5c82d2
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/fox-news-sean-hannity-coronavirus-democrats-trump_n_5e5e08dec5b63aaf8f5c82d2
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/elizabeth-warren-washington-insider_n_5e5dcee3c5b6732f50e74997
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/elizabeth-warren-washington-insider_n_5e5dcee3c5b6732f50e74997
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/elizabeth-warren-mike-bloomberg-kimmel_n_5e5e2a3fc5b6732f50e7ddd1
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/elizabeth-warren-mike-bloomberg-kimmel_n_5e5e2a3fc5b6732f50e7ddd1
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/trump-fox-news-politically-correct_n_5e5def13c5b6732f50e768d6
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/trump-fox-news-politically-correct_n_5e5def13c5b6732f50e768d6
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/matt-mccarthy-national-scandal-testing-coronavirus_n_5e5d8e3bc5b6732f50e6e3e5
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/matt-mccarthy-national-scandal-testing-coronavirus_n_5e5d8e3bc5b6732f50e6e3e5
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/seth-meyers-donald-trump-jr-coronavirus_n_5e5e096fc5b63aaf8f5c834f
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/seth-meyers-donald-trump-jr-coronavirus_n_5e5e096fc5b63aaf8f5c834f
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/spike-lee-knicks-security-meltdown_n_5e5e2cb5c5b67ed38b3816f5
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/spike-lee-knicks-security-meltdown_n_5e5e2cb5c5b67ed38b3816f5
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/jimmy-kimmel-donald-trump-daughter_n_5e5e24a7c5b63aaf8f5cbbc6
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/jimmy-kimmel-donald-trump-daughter_n_5e5e24a7c5b63aaf8f5cbbc6
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/stephen-colbert-tom-steyer_n_5e5dc51ec5b6732f50e73afe
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/stephen-colbert-tom-steyer_n_5e5dc51ec5b6732f50e73afe
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/pete-buttigieg-amy-klobuchar-joe-biden_n_5e5c9942c5b6beedb4edbabc
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/how-to-stop-touching-your-face_l_5e59555ac5b6010221103ad0
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/super-tuesday-2020-watch_n_5e5d8b2cc5b67ed38b370d08
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/trevor-noah-joe-biden-2020-election_n_5e5dbbd9c5b67ed38b376130
https://www.huffpost.com/
https://oidc.huffpost.com/login?dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffpost.com%2Fentry%2Fsanta-monica-shooter-buil_b_3447220


3/3/2020 Santa Monica Shooter Built His Gun From Parts He Bought Online | HuffPost

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/santa-monica-shooter-buil_b_3447220 4/4

NEWS POLITICS

ENTERTAINMENT LIFE

COMMUNITIES HUFFPOST PERSONAL

VIDEO NEWSLETTERS

Buttigieg, Klobuchar,
O’Rourke Endorsing
Biden In Triad Of
Moderate Support

How To Stop Touching
Your Face

5 Things To Watch In
The Democratic
Presidential Race On
Super Tuesday

Trevor Noah Is Very
Concerned About Joe
Biden’s ‘Most Difficult
Opponent’

HUFFPOST ABOUT US

ADVERTISE ABOUT OUR ADS

CONTACT US RSS

FAQ CAREERS

ARCHIVE USER AGREEMENT

PRIVACY POLICY COMMENT POLICY

HUFFPOST PRESS ROOM COUPONS

Privacy dashboard Part of HuffPost Politics. ©2020 Verizon Media. All rights reserved.

 

https://www.huffpost.com/
https://www.huffpost.com/news/
https://www.huffpost.com/news/politics
https://www.huffpost.com/entertainment/
https://www.huffpost.com/life/
https://www.huffpost.com/voices/
https://www.huffpost.com/section/huffpost-personal
https://www.huffpost.com/section/video
https://www.huffpost.com/newsletters
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/pete-buttigieg-amy-klobuchar-joe-biden_n_5e5c9942c5b6beedb4edbabc
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/pete-buttigieg-amy-klobuchar-joe-biden_n_5e5c9942c5b6beedb4edbabc
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/how-to-stop-touching-your-face_l_5e59555ac5b6010221103ad0
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/how-to-stop-touching-your-face_l_5e59555ac5b6010221103ad0
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/super-tuesday-2020-watch_n_5e5d8b2cc5b67ed38b370d08
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/super-tuesday-2020-watch_n_5e5d8b2cc5b67ed38b370d08
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/trevor-noah-joe-biden-2020-election_n_5e5dbbd9c5b67ed38b376130
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/trevor-noah-joe-biden-2020-election_n_5e5dbbd9c5b67ed38b376130
https://www.huffpost.com/
https://www.huffpost.com/static/about-us
https://www.oath.com/brands/huffpost/
https://policies.oath.com/us/en/oath/privacy/adinfo/index.html
https://www.huffpost.com/static/contact-us
https://www.huffpost.com/syndication
https://www.huffpost.com/static/faq
https://www.oath.com/careers/job-openings?q=&jobDepartment=&jobBrand=huff+post&jobCity=
https://www.huffpost.com/archive
https://policies.oath.com/us/en/oath/terms/otos/index.html
https://policies.oath.com/us/en/oath/privacy/index.html
https://www.huffpost.com/static/comment-policy
https://www.huffpost.com/news/topic/press-room
https://coupons.huffpost.com/
https://guce.huffpost.com/privacy-dashboard?locale=en-US
https://www.huffpost.com/
https://oidc.huffpost.com/login?dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.huffpost.com%2Fentry%2Fsanta-monica-shooter-buil_b_3447220

