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Re: Senate Bill 958 — Criminal Law — Untraceable Firearms - SUPPORT

The Office of the Attorney General urges the favorable report of Senate Bill 958 - the
“Untraceable Firearms” or “ghost guns” bill. This bill prohibits a person from manufacturing,
assembling, constructing, possessing, selling, offering to sell, transferring, purchasing or
receiving a untraceable firearm; using a 3-dimensional printer to manufacture, assemble or
construct firearms; distributing a computer program relating to the fabrication of firearms with a
3D printer; and possessing a untraceable object marketing or advertised to be designed for
purposes related to the fabrication of firearms. Any violator would be guilty of a misdemeanor
and on conviction, subject to maximum penalties of imprisonment for two years, and/or a $5,000
fine. The purpose of this legislation is to address the growing threat of untraceable firearms, or

“ghost guns.”

Generally, when a firearm is manufactured or imported into the United States, it must be
marked with a serial number and additional information about the manufacturer and/or importer.
Then, when it is sold in Maryland, a background check is conducted on the consumer and the
retailer retains records of the transaction — enabling the “tracing” of records. However, “ghost
guns” disrupt this traditional process, and provide a loophole around Federal and State gun laws.

This loophole is created because ghost gun purveyors sell unfinished parts of a firearm,
rather than the whole firearm — thus, it does not qualify as a “firearm” for purposes of Federal
and State law. The unfinished parts then are easily made into a firearm with very little effort on
the part of the purchaser. This process allows the purchasers to go undetected, and un-checked
for purposes of background checks. In addition, law enforcement officers are increasingly

200 Saint Paul Place <+ Baltimore, Maryland 21202-2021
Main Office (410) 576-6300 + Main Office Toll Free (888) 743-0023
Consumer Complaints and Inquiries (410) 528-8662 + Health Advocacy Unit/Billing Complaints (410) 528-1840
Health Advocacy Unit Toll Free (877) 261-8807 % Homebuilders Division Toll Free (877) 259-4525 ++ Telephone for Deaf (410) 576-6372
www.marylandattorneygeneral.gov



encountering trafficking rings that are mass-manufacturing and selling untraceable firearms, !

and often see ghost guns used in shootings by individuals who would not pass a background
check, including in Maryland.?

Consistent with the Attorney General’s efforts to protect Maryland residents against the
dangers of firearms and gun violence, Senate Bill 958 closes the loophole that allows for

untraceable guns in Maryland. By prohibiting the possession or sale of unserialized, untraceable
guns, this legislation will make it much more difficult to obtain and use ghost guns in Maryland.

For the reasons stated above, the Office of the Attorney General urges a favorable report
of Senate Bill 958.
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