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BILL NO.: SB 1051 
 
TITLE:  Public Safety - Interjurisdictional Policing Grant Program - 

Establishment 
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DATE: March 12, 2020 
 
 

Baltimore County SUPPORTS Senate Bill 1051 – Public Safety – Interjurisdictional 
Policing Grant Program – Establishment. This bill would provide a State-funded matching grant 
program to support interjurisdictional law enforcement initiatives critical to fighting crime 
regionally. 

Programs such as the Warrant Apprehension Task Force and the Regional Auto-theft 
Task Force have been indispensable resources that have helped the Baltimore County Police 
Department to partner with other jurisdictions to combat crime in the Baltimore region. Their 
success can be attributed to their emphasis on communication across jurisdictional borders and a 
regional approach to addressing crime. 

Unfortunately, these programs have been under-funded. With matching funds from the 
State, Baltimore County would be in a better fiscal position to devote the necessary resources 
towards regional crime fighting initiatives. Our approach to law enforcement strategy cannot be 
tailored within a particular set of borders, it must be the result of interjurisdictional 
communication and cooperation within the regions where these crimes are being committed. 

Accordingly, Baltimore County requests a FAVORABLE report on SB 1051. For more 
information, please contact Chuck Conner, Chief Legislative Officer, at 443-900-6582. 
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Senate Bill 1051 
Public Safety - Interjurisdictional Policing Grant Program - Establishment 

MACo Position: SUPPORT 
 
 

Date: March 12, 2020 
  

 

To: Judicial Proceedings and  
Budget & Taxation Committees 

 

From: Natasha Mehu 
 

The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) SUPPORTS SB 1051 as it provides counties 
with valuable public safety resources to fight crime.  

Communities that align or straddle county borders are often affected by crime issues that cross 
those jurisdictional boundaries. It’s important that law enforcement in those counties can 
successfully work together to tackle interjurisdictional crime. Interjurisdictional policing 
agreements provide a framework for collaboration and a means of leveraging limited 
resources.  

SB 1051 establishes an Interjurisdictional Policing Grant Program administered by the 
Governor's Office of Crime Control and Prevention. The purpose of the program is to provide 
grants to counties to defray costs associated with establishing and supporting agreements 
between two or more counties to collaborate on interjurisdictional law enforcement activities. 
The bill requires the governor to appropriate $3.5 million annually in the state budget to fund 
the program.  

Grant awards must be proportionate to the population and geographic size of the counties 
applying for the grants and the scope of the overall agreement. If the interjurisdictional 
agreement spans multiple years, the grants may be spread across multiple fiscal years. To 
ensure there is proper accountability, partnering counties who must jointly apply for the grant 
must report annually on the use of the funds. 

SB 1051 provides needed financial support to counties who are joining forces to fight 
interjurisdictional crime. Accordingly, MACo urges a FAVORABLE report on SB 1051. 
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FROM THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF CRIME PREVENTION, YOUTH, AND VICTIM SERVICES 

March 12, 2020 

Chair William C. Smith Jr.  
Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
2 East 
Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
 
 
Re: Senate Bill 1051: Public Safety - Interjurisdictional Policing Grant Program - 
Establishment 

POSITION: Letter of Information 

Dear Chair Smith and Members of the Committee, 
 
The Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services (“Office”) is providing 
this letter of information for Senate Bill 1051: Public Safety - Interjurisdictional Policing Grant 
Program - Establishment. 

Senate Bill 1051 creates an Interjurisdictional Policing Grant Program at the Governor’s Office 
of Crime Prevention Youth and Victim Services. SB 1051 defines  Interjurisdictional Policing 
Agreement as: “an agreement between two or more counties to cooperate on law enforcement 
activities.” The Office will be required to establish guidelines for counties to apply and receive 
grants from the program. 

Counties may apply for a grant from the program to: (1) establish an interjurisdictional policing 
agreement, (2) support future law enforcement activity in accordance with the agreement, or (3) 
be reimbursed for law enforcement activity undertaken in accordance with an interjurisdictional 
policing agreement.  

The Office would need additional resources to facilitate and oversee the implementation of the 
new grant program. The grant program would require a mandate funding of $3.5 million 
beginning in FY22, and the Office would be required to post an annual report of the funding on 
the agency website.  
 

 



 

This program is similar to interjurisdictional law enforcement efforts being undertaken by the 
Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services. The Office is home to the 
Maryland Criminal Intelligence Network (“MCIN”). MCIN is a criminal justice strategy, 
coordinated at the local, state, and federal levels targeting gangs, drug, firearms and human 
trafficking. MCIN is particularly focused on those criminal networks that are impacting multiple 
jurisdictions and accomplishes this by sharing information across borders. It is a key element of 
Maryland’s public safety strategy and provides the basis for data-driven decision making both 
operationally and for policy development. 
 
MCIN’s goals are focused on identifying, disrupting, and dismantling criminal networks through 
collaboration and comprehensive data sharing. The purpose of the MCIN program is to enhance 
coordination among public safety partner agencies to ensure that tactics, resources, and 
intelligence are integrated for the purpose of targeting criminal networks and gangs. This 
integration includes enforcement, prevention, intervention, and reentry strategies. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter.  
 

Sincerely,  
 

 
 
V. Glenn Fueston, Jr. 
Executive Director  
Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services 

 
 
 
 
 

For all inquiries, please contact 
Andy Baranauskas​, Legislative Affairs Manager 

410-855-2538 
Anthony.Baranauskas@maryland.gov 
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