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Has your state passed laws related to assaults on officials, officials’ liability or independent
contractor status? Those three issues impact sports officials and the officiating industry.

Many states have realized the importance of addressing those topics.

Sports officials should be able to perform their duties without threat of personal injury,
administrative hearings or litigation because of their game calls. Being a referee or umpire
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is no easy task. State legislators can show support for the men and women who officiate

on the courts, fields and ice by passing laws to protect them.

NASO has been bringing attention to assault, liability and independent contractor issues
for years. The map, updated for 2019, displays the states that have passed laws dealing
with those issues. There are currently 21 states that have officiating assault laws
(including 19 with criminal laws and two with civil statutes), 16 with limited liability
legislation and 15 states with independent contractor laws. In addition, two states —
Idaho, Washington and Missouri — have supportive resolutions for sports officials. How
does your state match up with others? If there is work to be done, consider getting

involved in pushing for legislation.

Pass Legislation in Your State

Since 1984, when NASO first submitted model legislation regarding assaults against
officials, members and legislators have used such models to construct their own legislative

bills.

There is no fool-proof plan to get the job done. Each state handles legislation differently,
and it is up to the local constituency to manage the process effectively. It is NASO’s goal
that individual members utilize the proposed legislative models and work with their local
officials associations and local legislators to construct viable laws. Before you do anything
else, it’s a good idea to do some research. Request an NASO Assault Legislation Packet and
visit naso.org. Contact your state government to find out what specific legislation is in
place. And if your state does not have needed laws supporting officials, you can get

involved.

1. Contact your local association.

Share with your association what other states have done in terms of legislation. Move
forward united. You can also work to get other officials associations in the area or your

state association to back your cause.

2. Circulate a petition.
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