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The Maryland Judiciary opposes Senate Bill 1042 as drafted. This legislation addresses
“SLAPP” (strategic lawsuits against public participation) lawsuits, which are bad faith
lawsuits intended to deter the defendant or other similar persons from speaking out on
certain public issues.

In particular, the Judiciary has concerns with the inclusion of judicial proceedings which
could as drafted affect pending civil actions through crossclaims, counterclaims, or third-
party claims.
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