A2 The Maryland House of Delegates
6 Bladen Street, Room 231
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

KatHLEEN M. Dumais
Legislative District 15

Montgomery County & alee %
) i fo 410-841-3052 - 301-858-3052
119 ISLN _j‘ 4 g Gaiaa By aca
- a4 el ~ 800-492-7122 Fxr. 3052
Vice Chair El J'l"'l." Fikl Fax 410-841-3219 - 301-858-3219
Economic Martters Committee \i N Kathleen. Dumais@house.state.md.us

Chair

Property and Casualty Insurance
.- Subcommittee The (Md?’_y!dﬂd Hb?xﬂf Of (D€[€gdtes

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401

House Chair

Joint Committee on Legislative Ethics

February 4, 2020

Testimony in Support of House Bill 261 — Criminal Procedure — Charging Procedures and
Documents-Citation

Good afternoon Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak to you on behalf of House Bill 261 — Criminal Procedure — Charging
Procedures and Documents-Citation.

This legislation stipulates that the type of offenses that must be handled by citation rather
than arrest include misdemeanors with a maximum penalty of 90 days if the misdemeanor does
not involve serious injury or immediate health risk. Additionally, the bill states that an officer
may charge by citation for possession of a controlled dangerous substance other than marijuana
under Section 5-601 of the criminal law article. An officer has the discretion to charge by
citation under the stated circumstances only if the defendant is not subject to arrest for another
alleged misdemeanor involving serious injury or immediate health risk, is not subject to an
alleged felony arising out of the same incident, or is not subject to an open warrant.

This measure is inspired by our continued efforts at justice reinvestment and pretrial
reform. By expanding the categories of relatively minor offenses that can be handled by citation
rather than arrest, fewer individuals will be subject to pretrial detention and its collateral
consequences. Implementation of House Bill 261 should lead to greater efficiency and
diminished costs in our justice system.

I respectfully request a favorable report for House Bill 261.



