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To: The Honorable Chair, Delegate Luke Clippinger

From: Melissa S. Rock, Birth to Three Strategic Initiative Director &
Ashley DeVaughn, Youth Justice Policy Director

Re.: SB 255: Correctional Services - Pregnant Incarcerated Individuals -
Substance Abuse Assessment and Treatment

Date: February 11, 2020

Position: SUPPORT as Amended

The opioid crisis stretches across all of Maryland. The graph below shows the
numbers of drug and alcoholrelated deaths across Maryland from 2007-2018." According
to the University of Maryland Medical Center, “Harford County saw a 173 percent
increase in opioid-related deaths from 2013 to 2017, and Baltimore City saw a 69 percent
increase.... Opioid overdose is among the state’s top four causes of death.”i Neonatal
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receives medication assisted tfreatment (MAT) rather than withdrawal or abstinence.v
“The use of MAT, in combination with counseling and behavioral therapies, and access
to a range of supportive services, such as housing and employment services, assists the
motherin achieving a more stable life.”vi (Internal citations omitted.) Therefore, it is critical
that pregnant individuals be assessed and be permitted to continue their substance use
disorder and behavioral health treatment upon incarceration and upon exit from
corrections facilities.

The provisions in HB 524 align Maryland practice with the “Substance Use
Disorder Treatment for Adults and Adolescents” Position Statement of the National
Commission on Correctional Health Care (NCCHC), which is a body that established
health care standards for correctional facilities.Vi By passing HB 524 as amended,
Maryland will be giving pregnant individuals with substance use disorders entering and
exiting the correctional system the best chance at getting and staying drug free, and thus
making their pregnancies and deliveries safer and healthier.
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