DAVID FRASER-HIDALGO, CHAIR

JOSELINE A. PENA-MELNYK, VICE-CHAIR

GABRIEL ACEVERO, TREASURER

JESSE T. PIPPFY, SECRETARY

CESIAH FUENTES, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MEMBERS

ALFRED CARR

ALICE CAIN

ALONZO WASHINGTON
ANNE HEALEY
ARIANA B. KELLY
BEN BARNES

BONNIE CULLISON
BROOKE LIERMAN
CAROL L. KRIMM
CHARLOTTE CRUTCHFIELD
CRAIG ZUCKER
DAVID MOON

DIANA FENNELL
EMILY SHETTY

EREK BARRON

ERIC LUEDTKE
GERALDINE VALENTINO-SMITH
HEATHER BAGNALL
J. SANDY BARTLETT
JAMES ROSAPEPE
JARED SOLOMON
JAZZ LEWIS

JEFF WALDSTREICHER
JEN TERRASA
JESSICA FELDMARK
JHEANELLE WILKINS
JIM GILCHRIST

JULIE PALAKOVICH CARR
JULIAN IVEY

KAREN LEWIS YOUNG
KEN KERR

LESLEY LOPEZ

LiLY Q1

LORIG CHARKOUDIAN
MAGGIE MCINTOSH
MALCOLM AUGUSTINE
MARC KORMAN
MARY A. LEHMAN
MARY WASHINGTON
MIKE ROGERS
NICOLE WILLIAMS
PAMELA QUEEN
REGINA T. BOYCE
ROBBYN LEWIS
SHANE PENDERGRASS
SHELLY HETTLEMAN
STEPHANIE SMITH
SUSAN C. LEE
TERRIHILL

VAUGHN STEWART
WANIKA FISHER
WILL SMITH

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE LATINO CAUCUS

Lowe House Office Building, 6 Bladen Street, Room 200 - Annapolis, Maryland 21401
Phone 410-841-3374 | 301-858-3374  8o0-492-7122 Ext. 3374 * Fax 410-841-3342 | 301-858-3342
latino.caucus@house.state.md.us - www.mdlatinocaucus.org

TO: Delegate Luke Clippinger, Chair
Delegate Vanessa E. Atterbeary, Vice Chair
Judiciary Committee Members

FROM: Maryland Legislative Latino Caucus (MLLC)

RE: HB624 Juvenile Law - Child Interrogation Protection Act

The MLLC supports HB624 Juvenile Law - Child Interrogation Protection Act

The MLLC is a bipartisan group of Senators and Delegates committed to supporting
legislation which improves the lives of Latinos throughout our state. The MLLC is
a voice in the development of public policy affecting the Latino community and the
state of Maryland. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to express our support
of HB624.

Everyone has a right to counsel during a custodial interrogation. Youth are more
susceptible to self-reported confessing and falsely confessing because they are less
likely to exercise their constitutional rights. According to a 2016 Sentencing Project
study, minors, especially Black and Latino children are arrested at higher rates than
their white counterparts. They face intimidating and coercive interrogation tactics
that create situations where children look for almost any way out, including signing
confession statements. The responsibility of due process must be taken seriously, for
adults and youth. Any of our Maryland children who find themselves in these severe
conditions must be accurately informed on their rights.

HB624 prohibits a law enforcement officer from a custodial interrogation of a child
until the child has spoken with an attorney and the officer has notified the child’s
parent, guardian, or custodian of their circumstances. An officer’s notice must
include the child’s location, the reason for the child being taken into custody, and
instructions on how to make immediate contact with the child. The bill also regulates
that the use of a statement or evidence obtained as a result of a violating these
procedures as inadmissible in any legal action involving the child. We stand by our
commitment to educate, uplift, and protect our youth from any form of systematic
oppression. We call on the legislature to protect all Maryland children.

The MLLC supports this bill and urges your favorable report on HB624.



