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Members of the Judicaal Proceadings Commities
aadd the House Judisary Cosumitice:

Doar SinMadan:

Assched ix x report entstled “Rethinking A pprosches to Over Incarcerssion of Black Young
Adelts in Mary kesd™ writien by the Justice Pabicy lastitaie, whech observes:

“As recmtly as July 2015, mere than 70 pescent of Maryland's prisen pepulation
was black, comparad 1o 51 percent of fhe state popelation. The latest dets foen
the Department of Justice show that $he propemon of $e Manviand prisen
populdion hat & black is move than dochic e rtional sverage of 52 percent
These dispaities e rooted i decades of wmbslenced policies  the
dispropoctionately overpolice mnderresourced communities of celoe, ad =
criminad jestics wywtem focusad on punitive seatencing and pasole proctioes.”.

In this comtent, the noticn thee racien is no kooger & sgeificant factor (n the Marylasd
erimisel justice system is wishful inkisg Muose (hen ever, we noad judges who will not over-
sermenae black people. Sernenclag |s overwhelmingly fie provinee of e circuil courts that have
done litle %0 nathing %0 address the problem of mass incarceration in Maryland, eliber systessically
or ssdivadually.

The propesed Mlls introducead by the Marylasd sune ber and the jubcsry dminsh fe
legslatare’s power 10 address fuls ssee by vimualy ebiminatisg the Sennie's oversight of areuit
court jedhcal selecton. When your commitioes sake festimony on the judiclal selection Bill
spocsored by Delegute Erck Burson aad Servsor Chnistopher Wet, we hope you will note St it
pves the Seante much more seedad oversight of cicuil count judicial selectos thea sy of the
blls mtroduced by the state bar and e Judiclery. T hope you will diosely question Cleef Judge
Barbers and the State Bar sponsors of fe competing bells about whether they acknewlodys the
exivinoe of mass incarceration in Maryland, whet they proposs to do shout i, aad how their bills
would impact the Serate’s ability to sclect jadges who we commitied o clinmating it Hopefally
De BarmonWest bill will resull in cssuring that ciroult oot judges postissdad greng forwarding
will make » commitment 4 solving fuls bomibde problem.

Viry trndy yourss,
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Wilkam M. Marphy, .

e Delege Frek Barmon
Chaef Judge Ellcn Barbers
Durryl Bames, Chainsan, Logidiative Black Cauces
Black Cances and Latino Cavous Metnbers
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