H-101 State House
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991
410-841-3800 - 301-858-3800
800-492-7122 Ext. 3800

ADRIENNE A. JONES
SPEAKER OF THE HoUSE

10th Legislative District
Baltimore County

The Maryland House of Delegates

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1991

February 12, 2020

Lifers for Change

Mr. William Howard #121-462
P.O. Box 549@ MCI-J

Jessup, Maryland 20794

Dear Mr. Howard,

Thank you for the letter from Lifers for Change expressing your legislative efforts
regarding matters of sentencing for juveniles and other who have received life sentences. This
legislation in the House of Delegates is sponsored by Delegate Luke Clippinger, Chair of the House
Judiciary Committee and Delegate Pamela Queen. | have provided them both with copies of your
letter.

Thank you again for your letter.

Sincerely,

o

Adrienne A. Jones
Speaker

COPY: Chairman Luke Clippinger
Delegate Pamela Queen
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Lifers for Change

*ADVOCATE* *PROMOTE* *SPONSOR*
Ree. #175 Box 549
Director Jessup, Maryland 20794

il 1 ) L :
ittt Hopord Dear Friends and Supporters,
Deputy Diretcor _ . y

Eliiier Sivividen We (the members of Lifers for Change) are writing to your office with

an update on our 2020 legistlative efforts.
Legal Advisor

David Serrano We are sending you an advance copy of the photo's of our lifers housed
S here at MCI-J. 1st page is of 10 juveniles serving life at MCI-J. ¥ Note, there
David Maxwell are a few more juvenile lifers here that are not pictured. The following
' pages are of 44 individuals who where 18 years old and older serving life
Chairman, with parole here at MCI-J.

Juvenile Affairs _
Jolun Risticle We hope you and your staff use their phota’s as encouragement when
considering the 2020 session and removing the Governor from the parole

process. Also, when considering any Bill for youthful offenders for this year.

Moreover, because we are seeking your support for legislation that is
before you and your committe this year. We look forward to warking with
you in the future. Please feel free to contact us if needed.

Thank you in advance,

\Vl \)Lu(:ll/}ﬂ év.ézwow&\

© William Howard #121-462
P.O. Box549@MCl-)
Jessup, Maryland 20794

CC: P. Morgzan
(Beputy Commissioner)
Warden Acuff
Asst. Warden
Chief Dickens
Sgt. Lomax, VAC

Group File



I.  ORGANIZATION SUMMARY

«  The Lifers for Change group consists of Maryland State prisoniers who are. serving
parole-eligible life sentences and those serving very lengthy sentences. As such, the
members are personally aware of the fact that far too often people are kept.in prison long
after they cease to present any significant threat to public safety.' Therefore, Lifers for
Change seek to advocate with prison administrators to establish rehabilitative
programming suited for their members — and similar individuals in the general population
— while also lobbying the Maryland General Assembly to pass legislation favorable to the
aging lifer population.

While the campaign of the Lifers for Change group is multifaceted, there is but
one ultimate goal; which is to have standards put in place that allow ev ery eligible
prisoner who has successfully undergone a behavioral transformation to be released
through the parole process. It is an objective of the Lifers for Change group to bridge the

gap between life in prison and life in society by assisting prisoners in developing the
vocational, educational, and social skills necessary for crime-free reintegration.

Lifers for Change recognizes that achieving public safety is a process that involves
multiple institutions w 1thm society and various approaches to. changing behaviors. The
era of mass incarceration produced a distorted and counterproductive version of what that
process should look like. Over the past few years there has emerged a strong movement
to end mass incarceration, reform the policies which created it, and release from
confinement those who have exceeded the limit of repaying their debt to society because
of it. In order for this movement of the ¢ ‘reformers” to be successful, we prisoners must
immerse ourselves in the cause by prlontmnu challenges to the political culture and
policies that have made the deep end of the American prison system a stain on the ideals
of a democratic society.
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POLITICS OUT OF PAROLE
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