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Mercy Medical Center Background 
HB1563 Maryland Lifetime Infant Care Trust 

 Independent, Community Hospital 

• Sponsored by the Sisters of 
Mercy since 1874 

• Teaching affiliation with UMD 
 

 City’s Largest Birthing Hospital 

• ~3,000 Births annually  

 (1-in-5 City births) 

• Over 70% of Mercy mothers 
are Medicaid-insured 
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Mercy Hospital Medical Liability Costs 
HSCRC Annual Filing (FY2001-2019)1 
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$55 Million2 (Martinez v. Hopkins)  

$21 Million3 (Norfleet v. Harbor) 

$229 Million4  
(Byrom v. Hopkins)  

? 

Sources: 

1. Mercy Medical Center HSCRC Annual Filing, Schedule UA 

2. Gilman & Bedigian, LLC. Website 

3. Arfaa Law Group Website 

4. Wais, Vogelstein, Forman & Offutt, LLC Website 

 

2004 MGA Special Session 
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Who Pays for Medical Liability Costs? 
HB1563 Maryland Lifetime Infant Care Trust 

$5,320 
FY2019 Liability Cost 

Per Birth 

$14,534 
FY2012 Average 
Charge per Birth 

$17,768 
FY2019 Average 
Charge per Birth 

MERCY MEDICAL CENTER 

+22% Price Increase 

On All Payers 
Source: 

Mercy Medical Center HSCRC Annual Filing 
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Addressing Maternal Health Disparities 
HB1563 Maryland Lifetime Infant Care Trust 

 

“Black mothers delivering at Mercy also bucked the national trend among delivery patients.  
Their severe complications were half the overall rate from USA TODAY’s analysis.” 

—USA TODAY, November 13, 2019. 

HB1563 Maternal Health Provisions: 
$1 million in hospital grant funding to address maternal health disparities 

Maryland Patient Safety Center Perinatal Clinical Advisory Committee  
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Conclusion: Mercy Strongly Urges Favorable Report 
HB1563 Maryland Lifetime Infant Care Trust 

Guaranteed Lifetime Care for Injured Infants 

Reliable funding source for families 

Available/Affordable reinsurance for providers 

Protects access to care for vulnerable populations 

Generates Medicaid savings over time 


