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The Maryland Judiciary opposes House Bill 184 as drafted. This bill would allow a court
to award reasonable attorney’s fees and related costs and expert witness fees under
Section 8-413 of the Education Article.

The provisions concerning an award of reasonable attorney’s fees and related costs and
expert witness fees on page six are ambiguous. It is not clear if the court would be
authorized to award these fees and costs to a prevailing party in the action before the
administrative agency or on appeal to the court, or both. Additionally, the language is
confusing in stating fees may not be awarded to a parent who did not accept a settlement
offer within a certain time frame and obtained relief that was not more favorable than a
settlement offer, but may be awarded to a parent who is a prevailing party who was
substantially justified in rejecting a settlement offer.
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