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February 10, 2020

Delegate Alonzo Washington
Vice Chair, Ways and Means

Delegate Anne Kaiser
Chair, Ways and Means

Dear Chair Kaiser and Members of the Committee:

The Legislative Black Caucus of Maryland has voted to offer favorable
support for HB 1022. The purpose of this legislation is require additional
transparency and reporting around alternative programs to ensure that
students attending these schools receive an equitable education .

Alternative Schools serve students who have been suspended, expelled or
pregnant and parenting. In Maryland, African American students receive
substantially higher punishments higher punishments than white students do
for the same behavior, resulting in disproportionate disciplinary actions.
Although, African American students make up only 34% of the student
population in MD, they constitute 59% of suspended and expelled students.

We feel this legislation is important because African American students face
harsher discipline than white students for similar behavior infractions and are
disproportionately represented in alternative programs. Greater
transparency on how districts use alternative programs, the quality of these
programs and how they serve or do not serve students will shine a light to
make sure that all students receive equal access to a high quality education.
For these reasons, the Legislative Black Caucus of Maryland supports HB
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‘Edith Patterson
1%t Vice Chair, Legislative Black
Caucus of Maryland

Dar?y'l Barnes
Chair, Legislative Black Caucus
of Maryland



