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March 3, 2021

The Honorable Guy Guzzone, Chair
Senate Budget and Tax Committee
3 West, Miller Senate Building
Annapolis, MD 21401

Subject: Senate Bill -926: “Economic Development — Maryland Stadium Authority — Hagerstown Multi-Use
Sports and Events Facility”

Dear Chairman Guzzone and members of the Budget and Tax Committee:

The Greater Hagerstown Committee (GHC) strongly supports SB-926 “Economic Development — Maryland
Stadium Authority — Hagerstown Multi—Use Sports and Events Facility”. This bill is critical in advancing a catalytic
project in our community that with bring vitality, activity, investment, and disposable income to an area in need
of support.

GHC has made “Building Vibrant Urban Centers” a major goal in our strategic plan since being founded in 1987.
We see strong urban centers as a means to attract quality companies and workforce talent to our county, as
well as provide a better quality of life for our citizens. As did most American cities, Hagerstown suffered the
negative impacts of a national migration decades ago from urban centers to the suburbs. Jobs moved outside
the city, the housing stock changed from predominately owner occupied to rental properties, and many of our
historic buildings became vacant. For over 40 years, our community has worked tirelessly to change the tide and
restore our urban centers back to a destination location for all. We are seeing slow progress but have had
success when we’ve invested in catalytic infrastructure projects such as the University System of Maryland —
Hagerstown, Barbara Ingram School for the Arts, a new regional library, expanded Maryland Theatre, a Cultural
Trail, or new parking structures. Nearly all of these projects were only made possible through partnerships with
the State and the private community.

GHC sees a new multi-use sports and events facility in our downtown as the catalyst to take our revitalization
efforts to the next level. From study of how these facilities have impacted other communities, this project will:
* Revitalize our struggling core
* Increase our tax base to provide local governments more money to invest in critical services like police,
EMS, education, etc.
* Diversify housing opportunities
* Expand offerings in our Arts and Entertainment District
* Incentivize investors to repurpose and reuse long vacant buildings — particularly upper floors
* Attract 200,000 to 400,000 people into the City’s core for events, games and concerts to bring more
disposable income downtown that will sustain and support the many small businesses in this area
* Attract new businesses and new residential development to an area of great need
* Attract young and upwardly mobile people to the City’s core to live, work, and play
* Create walk-to-work jobs for disadvantaged neighborhoods
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Our community is doing all we can on our side to prepare for this project. We have a local ownership group
that will be investing millions to buy and build an expansion team for the Atlantic League. We are also
investing in supporting infrastructure such as the final phase of our cultural trail (a key amenity that will
complement the facilities design) and an S8M new parking deck that will not only support this facility, but also
the reuse of the many vacant buildings in our A&E District as investors are drawn to this area.

We are asking for your support of SB-926 to bring life to Hagerstown’s urban core. This bill will authorize the
Maryland Stadium Authority (MSA) to partner with Washington County on this endeavor and bring this catalytic
project to a reality. MSA has proven to be a trusted, successful State organization to oversee projects of this
magnitude — a project that smaller rural communities like ours would struggle to do on our own. MSA has
successfully built stadiums and projects to areas east of us, and this bill will allow them to build their first project
in Western Maryland.

We thank the Chair and members of the committee for your continued public service to all in our great state
and would appreciate your support for SB-926.

Sincerely,

r. Mitesh Kothari,
GHC Chair

The Greater Hagerstown Committee is comprised of corporate and civic executive leaders from over 75 local companies
and organizations, employing over 10,000 people in Washington County from across the four-state area. GHC is funded
solely by member dues and works collaboratively to be a catalyst for progress and growth in the Washington County, MD
region.
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Aaron, Patrick — Total Comfort Heating

Azizi, Basheer*é — OpSmart

Bakos, Jenny — Wash. Co. Free Library

Barr, Jonny — Ellsworth Electric

Baylor, Michael — Ameriserv Financial

Bowen, Scotté — MSB Architects

Bowen, Taylor — Berkshire Hathaway Bowen Realty
Bowman, Don** — Bowman Group LLP

Brezler, Ronnie — United Bank

Bryson, Richard - The Urological Center

. Burke, Mary Anne = WC Arts Council, Inc.

. Davis, Taylor — Morgan-Keller Construction

. Day, Michael - Law Offices Michael Day & Assoc.

. Ellis, Jason — Tele-Plus Corporation

. Feight, Brent — Bushey Feight Morin Architects, Inc.
. Fiery, Doug — Douglas A. Fiery Funeral Home

. Fitzgerald, Mike — Gideon Properties, LLC

. Fitzsimmons, Brendan — RBC Wealth Management
. Ford, Scott — Carson Wealth

e  Scott Toms (Delegate)
Friedman, Dawn — Herald-Mail/Gannett Inc
Fritts 11, Bill* — Smith Elliott Kearns & Company
Fulton, Bradé — AC&T Co., Inc.
Goetz, BJ* — Middletown Valley Bank
Grach, Patrick — Lifehouse Church
Grunow, Keith — BB&T Bank

e  Bemiller, Tracy (Delegate)
Harman, Tim — Harman Funeral Home
Harrell, Mark - CNB Bank

e John Menard (Delegate)
Harshman, Rick - CBIZ Retirement Plan Services
Hayes, Gary — Spherion Staffing
Hayes, Suzanne — Merrill Lynch
Herrera, Laura — RBC Wealth Management
Hess, Matt - Fulton Bank
Hetzer, William<* — C. William Hetzer, Inc.
Heuston, Melanie — Meritus Health
Hill, Sr., Nicholas Vé - Callas Contractors, Inc.
Holzapfel, Richie* — Holzapfel Investments
Howell, Aaron — Bank of Charles Town
Hull, Jeff — BJ’s Custom Creations
Johnston, Michael = M.S. Johnston Company
Joshi, Maulik — Meritus Health
King, Terry* — Leadership Development Resources
Latimer, Johné — Keller Stonebraker Insurance.
Lough, Ed — Northwestern Mutual
Lynch, Brian — Antietam Broadband
McGovern, Gaye — Gaye McGovern Insurance Agency, Inc.
Moore, Tereance* — TM Consulting, LLC
Mullendore, Alan - First United Bank & Trust
Nerenhausen, Frank — JLG Industries, Inc.
Newby, John —John G. Newby, M.D., P.C.
Radaker, Mike — MEC, Inc.
Rappaport, Jason — Innovative Inc.
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52. Reynolds, Kent — Keller Stonebraker Insurance

53. Rohm, Julie* 4 — Preit Valley Mall

54. Rushing, Lynn —Brook Lane Health Services

55. Scott, Randy — Chick-Fil-A

56. Sears, Jim — Potomac Edison

57. Sherman, Gary — Centers for Advanced Orthopaedics

58. Shuster, Dave — Horizon Goodwill Inc.

59. Singer, Jeanne™ — Law Offices of Jeanne Singer, P.A.

60. Smith, Chris — Battle Creek Land Co. LLC

61. Snook, Greg - CHIEF

62. Spedden, Dan - Visit Hagerstown

63. Toothman, Jeffrey — Toothman Orthodontics

64. Weiss, Michael*é — Weiss Bros.

65. Whiteside, Brittany — Patriot Federal Credit Union

e  Karen Boyer (Delegate)

66. Williams, Noel — Williams Solution Group
Lifetime Full Active Members:

67. Bowen, Blackie** ® — Ewing Qil Co., Inc. (paying dues)

68. Kothari, Mitesh* ® — Capital Women’s Care (consumed dues)
Retired Members:

1. Alter, Wayne

2. Barton, William

3. Baykan, Mary

4, Brake, Harold

5. Cirincione, Robert

6. Fulton, Adna

7. Martin, Al

8. Perini, Kathleen<*

9. Perini Peter

10. Pierne, Jim

11. Rhoads, Ross**

12. Schnebly, John

13. Wright, Gary

14. Young, William P., Jr<*
Ex-Officio Members:

1. Downey, Kirk C. — Washington Co Gov't.

2. Duncan, Kimberly — OnTrack WC

3. Frey, Paul - WC Chamber of Commerce

4. Halsey, Mark - USMH

5. Klauber, Jim — Hagerstown Community College

6. Michael, Boyd - WCPS

7. Nicewarner, Scott — City of Hagerstown

8. Sargent, Tara — Leadership Washington Co.
Honorary Members:

1. Callaham, Art - Retired Executive Director of GHC

2. Elliott, Merle <+ — Smith Elliott & Kearns (deceased)

3. Noia, Al - Allegany Energy

4. Reuter, William+* — Susquehanna Bancshares Inc



