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To whom it may concern,  

 

As a local community member, I wanted to share my support of SB926 in creation of a multi-use 
sports and events facility in downtown Hagerstown.  Funding of this project will attract family friendly 
activities to our downtown which would provide a much-needed boost.  As a mother of 2 young boys, 
they would love a place to watch their local sports team compete.   But this is only just one reason to 
support this initiative.  I truly believe that this project will be the catalyst to support our downtown 
revitalization project.  It will add more foot traffic and support our local businesses.  It will have a 
tremendous impact on the vacant housing and commercial spaces.  It will create jobs and boost tourism.  
Please take this letter as my full support of this local initiative.   I have never written a letter in support 
of anything like this before, so please consider this a sincere testimony on how much my community of 
family and friends and I would be in favor of this multi-use stadium.  

 

Regards,  

 

Katie Clutz 

Hagerstown Native 
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Mrs. Amy Mason 
19753 Meadowbrook Road 
Hagerstown MD 21742 
301-393-0794 
Amy.mason@myactv.net 
 
 
Mr. Paul D. Corderman 
5 Public Square, Suite 210 
Hagerstown MD 21740 
 
March 4, 2021  
 
Dear Mr. Corderman: 
 
We are writing to express our support for the Hagerstown, MD Baseball and Multiuse Facility project.  
The downtown area has our lovely new library, newly furbished (jewel in the crown) Maryland theatre, 
local University of Maryland Systems campus, Discovery Station, and the Barbara Ingram School for the 
Arts.  (to name just a few)  
 
Hagerstown is uniquely positioned in the four-state region to have this opportunity to be able to build 
this project.  I see many avenues to help all members of our community and surrounding areas with 
sports, live music entertainment, traveling school and college tournaments.    And in turn hotels and 
restaurants would have more people visiting and taking part in all our amenities.  
 
Again, we hope that Hagerstown will get the support of all the legislators to fund building the stadium 
and helping Hagerstown, Maryland be the state capital of Western, MD for Arts and Entertainment! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Amy Mason  
 
 
 
______________________________________    
Amy Mason           
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March 4, 2021 

 

Hon. Paul D. Corderman 

5 Public Square, Suite 210 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 

 

 

Senator Corderman, 

 

 

I am a lifelong resident of Washington County and the Hagerstown, Maryland area. The purpose of this 

letter is to express my empathic support for the proposed Multi-Use Facility in Hagerstown. Rarely do 

you get an opportunity to make a single choice that will forever reshape the landscape of a community. 

This is one such moment. The addition of a facility like this would give an urban core that has struggled 

to revitalize for decades the final critical push. Not only would it create new jobs that would support the 

people who reside in the area and lack suitable transportation, but it would also increase foot traffic and 

spur likely tens of millions or more in new development dollars. We are riding the tail end of a positive 

wave of redevelopment of some key assets in our Arts & Entertainment District, such at the expansions 

of both the Barbara Ingram School for the Arts and the Maryland Theatre as well as the Cultural Trail 

that connects our City Center to the proposed location for this facility. But we cannot let those efforts be 

the end. We absolutely need this to happen to finally turn this corner. 

 

I recognize that such an endeavor requires substantial capital and that there are many needs at this 

time. But once in a while, you have no choice but to seize an opportunity when it presents itself. If we 

miss this chance, we will lose our opportunity to add a new minor league team in a powerful modern 

league. At a time when baseball has been contracting and costing communities millions of potential 

dollars in revenue, we have a chance to expand. We are the only Maryland city to lose our minor league 

baseball asset. We cannot let that stand. The additional investment and tax revenue generated by this 

would be substantial and I feel is well worth any proposed risk.  

 

Respectfully, I implore the legislature to vote in favor of the Hagerstown Multi-Use Sports and 

Entertainment Facility. Please do not let this one in a lifetime opportunity pass us by! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Taylor Bowen 

Broker/Owner  

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Bowen Realty 
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221 McRand Court       Suite 100         Hagerstown, MD 21740          301-739-2000        Fax 301-739-5838

March 2, 2021 

Senate Bill 926, (MD Stadium Authority-Hagerstown Multi-Use Sports & Events 
Facility) 
 
Where to begin……..The help that this would create for Hagerstown and all of 
Washington County would be a fresh breath of air for all ages!  Hagerstown has 
watched and visited several adjacent towns benefit from state funded projects 
prosper over the years and solicited them as well.  As a lot of Washington County 
residents say, “It’s our turn to receive a little help”. 
 
I was born and raised in a very small town in western Pennsyvania (Dubois, Pa.) that 
had an -8.1% drop in population from 2000 to 2010.  Over the years the poulation 
was depleted due to the economic conditions and the lack of oppurtunities.  Since 
that time they had some visions that Washington County has.  They built several 
facilities with turf playing surfaces to allow for the population to stabilize and 
increase the value of working and living there. 
 
Hagerstown is in desperate need of this help for the Multi-Use Sports and Events 
Facility to provide the following: 

Support many small businesses! 
Urban revitilization! 
Create a vibe for local investers to provide oppurtunities surrounding this 
facility! 
Economic impact to the City of Hagerstown! 
Tourism and Hospitality! 
Job creation! 
Adding local and state tax base! 
And many more positive reasons but most importantly, for our community 
gatherings that are families oriented! 

 
With your help in this matter, all of us that work, live and play in Washington 
County can bring this facility full circle as the saying goes, “You build it and they will 
come”.  I was excitied to see what transpired with my home town after they built 
Showers Field and what it has provided for the town.  With their new faccility they 
now host several events yearly that provide positive revenue that was much needed 

Service You Can Depend On



MEC, Inc. 
March 2, 2021 

Page 2 of 2

as this is for Hagerstown. I hope that we can count on your support for all the 
residents of Washington County and the City of Hagerstown to support our vision 
with your avenues to assist us in making our community/town a better place to 
work, live and play!   

Thank you, 

Michael Radaker 
President, MEC, Inc. 
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70 Thomas Johnson Drive, Suite 200 

Frederick, MD  21702 
Ph: 301-663-0626; Fax: 301-695-0426 

 
 

March 5, 2021 
 

Attn: Michael Weiss  
Weiss Brothers 
18038 Oak Ridge Drive 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

 
 

Re: Support for Multi-Use Facility in Hagerstown, MD   
 
 

Dear Mr. Weiss: 
 
Please let this letter serve as Morgan-Keller’s support for Senate Bill SB-926 for a multi-use facility in 
Hagerstown, MD.  As a firm that has completed many projects in Hagerstown, MD, we support 
initiatives which would help this community flourish.  
 
A multi-use facility in downtown Hagerstown would provide many benefits to the Hagerstown 
community including being a catalyst for urban renewal and revitalization, increasing investor 
confidence to spur enhanced private sector development in the downtown core, and providing job 
opportunities for disadvantaged populations in the area that lack transportation. 
 
This project would be the largest post pandemic economic recovery tourism infrastructure project west 
of Baltimore and we would love to see it happen in Hagerstown.  Please let me know if we can provide 
any assistance to help bring this project to fruition. 
  
MORGAN-KELLER CONSTRUCTION 

 
 
 
 

Taylor Davis 
Vice President and General Manager  
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March 4, 2021 

Senators Corderman and Edwards, 

Budget and Taxation Committee of the Maryland Senate 

Annapolis, MD 

 

RE: Senate Bill 926 

 

Dear Senators Corderman, Edwards, and the Budget and Taxation Committee, 

 

Middletown Valley Bank is writing to provide its support for Senate Bill 926, for a Multi-Use Sports and Entertainment Facility to be 

located in Hagerstown, MD.    This multi-use outdoor facility will continue to provide strong economic support and opportunity 

within the core of the City of Hagerstown, which serves as the County Seat for Washington County.  The creates an entertainment, 

tourism, community activities center that will be geared towards year-round family-oriented events, that will further promote 

downtown Hagerstown. 

 

This type of project will spur economic activity, further increase property values, providing stronger private investment within the 

area and the move forward of many locally owned, urban based small businesses in an area of the community that continues to seek 

opportunities for further enhancements and expansion.  From the construction to the small businesses that can locate in these 

urban and disadvantaged areas of the community, will provide much needed private investment opportunity and job creations for 

small businesses, by having a significant increase in foot traffic to our downtown area.   

 

Historically the State of Maryland has provided strong financial support for these types of venues and investments, which has 

provided much needed support from the state to local jurisdictions.  The increase in Hospitality and Tourism is crucial to the 

Washington County community and the continued advancement of Downtown Hagerstown, being the next step in our Cultural, Arts, 

and Entertainment based future.   

 

With the anticipated private investment, small businesses to follow and an increase in property values, the public sector should see 

a stronger tax base and tax revenue generation.  Thus, further providing financial stability to the economic conditions in Hagerstown 

and Washington County. 

 

Middletown Valley Bank is one of the largest private employers in the Downtown Hagerstown corridor.  Daily, even during the 

Pandemic, nearly 100 employees from our company is in the downtown area every day.  This type of venue would mean that these 

employees will have entertainment opportunities in the evenings and weekends, providing a much need social atmosphere for them 

to continue to be in the downtown area, beyond the workday. 

 

For all of these reasons, I urge the Senate Budget and Taxation Committee to move Senate Bill 926 for the Citizens of Washington 

County and all of Western Maryland. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

     
Robert E. Goetz, Jr.    James G. Pierne 

President and CEO    Chairman of the Board of Directors 

Middletown Valley Bank    Middletown Valley Bank 



SB 926 LOS Toothman Ortho - Jeff Toothman 03 04 20
Uploaded by: Committee, Greater Hagerstown
Position: FAV



TOOTHMAN

Respectfully,

le , DDS

toothmanorthodontics.com

HEgorslown 8l North Edgewood Orive, Hagerstown M0 21740 301''91 1770

trcd.rick 5100 Buckeystown Pike, Suite 196, Frederick MD 21704 30!.6623:165

To: Maryland State Senate Budget and Tax Committee

I am writing in support of senate bill 926. Being born and raised in Washington county and

later returning to take over my family business has offered me a wide-ranging perspective

as to why this is so import nt to our western MD community.

I grew up watching Sun's games during the summer and playing iuniorJeague football in

the outfield ofSun's stadium in the fall. A multi-use venue in Hagerstown would offer future

generations that same opportunity (and much more). This is invaluable in any community

ind especially true in a community like ours that has few other safe and constructive outlets

for younger people.

on moving back to washington county as an adult I have gained a greater appreciation for

how important it is to foster the revitalization of our historic but often underserved

.o..unity. This is especially true regarding our town centers Since I moved home 10

years ago i have observed incredible additions to downtown Hagerstown, including

restaurants, schools, a new library, a "cultural" walking trail, and the MD theater. while

each ofthese features bring people downtown, none offer the true anchor to bring the

critical mass that a multi-use venue would.

As a small business owner I recognize the impoftance that the trickle-down effect of a multi-

use venue would offer our community. From sponsorship oppofiunities within the venue to

increased disposable income surrounding it, there is a genuine opportunity for

compounded organic community growth. This includes business opportunities as well as

residential developmen! something that is currently sorely lacking in our downtown'

I truly believe that a multi-use venue would be a game-changer for Hagerstown and

Washington county and would reinstate us as a hub of Western Maryland My business

would certainly promote it and, more importantly, my children [and someday their

childrenJ would certainly greatly benefit from it. Please consider these comments as you

support this bill.

(_
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March 9, 2021

Testimony in Support of Senate Bill 926 Economic Development – Maryland Stadium 
Authority – Hagerstown Multi-Use Sports and Events Facility

Chairman Guzzone & Members of the Budget & Tax Committee;

Thank you for the opportunity to present SB 926 to you this afternoon.  

This bill will add the Hagerstown Multi-Use Sports and Events Facility as an identified project 
for the Maryland Stadium Authority.  This facility will provide significant economic impact and 
revitalization in an area where it is desperately needed, and such development will be the catalyst
for a variety of growth opportunities that would otherwise not exist.  The project is entering a 
third phase of design and engineering, making it shovel ready.  It is important to note that this 
project would be the largest post pandemic economic recovery tourism infrastructure project in 
Western Maryland.

The Maryland Stadium Authority has been involved in this project since 2018 - completing the 
Phase I Market & Feasibility Report and Phase II Facility Pre-Design Phase.  The General 
Assembly has been supportive of this project over the last three years.  The addition of this 
project to the Maryland Stadium Authority’s portfolio would solidify the potential of upwards of 
$100 million dollars of additional investment in an impoverished area of our community.

This facility will serve as the anchor project to include multiple housing redevelopment 
opportunities, additional city infrastructure, neighborhood revitalization, and job opportunities.

Thank you for your consideration. I respectfully ask for a favorable report on SB 926. 

Sincerely,

Paul D. Corderman
District 2 – Washington County
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Meritus Health  

11116 Medical Campus Rd 
Hagerstown, MD 21742 

301.790.8000 
 
 
 

March 2, 2021 

Senator Paul D. Corderman 
Budget & Taxation Committee 
416 James Senate Office Building 
11 Bladen Street 
Annapolis, MD  21401 
 
RE: SB-926 – Maryland Stadium Authority (MSA)   
 
Dear Senator Corderman: 

On behalf of Meritus Health, Inc. I would like offer my full support for the SB-926 Maryland Stadium Authority.  
 
This project would provide a multi-use facility that would be a tremendous asset for the health of our 
community.  Health, income and education are intricately linked and this facility will revitalize downtown, 
attract family activities, and serve as a foundation for a vibrant, family oriented, business supported epicenter 
that leads to better health for our community.    
 
This project would greatly enhance our recruitment and retention efforts to attract and retain high end talent 
that rural communities, such as Hagerstown, MD, often struggle to maintain.  Potential residents are often 
looking for vibrant, urban centers as a sign of maturity in a community and this project would offer all of that 
and more.  
 
Meritus Health is committed to caring for the health of our community and hope that you will offer your 
support to doing the same by passing this bill.  Our community is counting on it.  
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Maulik S. Joshi, Dr.P.H. 
President and CEO 
Meritus Health 
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Greater Hagerstown Committee 

 (301) 733-8811 5 Public Square, Suite 601 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 
 

www.GreaterHagerstown.org 

 
March 3, 2021 
 
The Honorable Guy Guzzone, Chair 
Senate Budget and Tax Committee 
3 West, Miller Senate Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Subject: Senate Bill -926: “Economic Development – Maryland Stadium Authority – Hagerstown Multi–Use 
Sports and Events Facility” 
 
Dear Chairman Guzzone and members of the Budget and Tax Committee:  
 
The Greater Hagerstown Committee (GHC) strongly supports SB-926 “Economic Development – Maryland 
Stadium Authority – Hagerstown Multi–Use Sports and Events Facility”. This bill is critical in advancing a catalytic 
project in our community that with bring vitality, activity, investment, and disposable income to an area in need 
of support. 
 
GHC has made “Building Vibrant Urban Centers” a major goal in our strategic plan since being founded in 1987. 
We see strong urban centers as a means to attract quality companies and workforce talent to our county, as 
well as provide a better quality of life for our citizens. As did most American cities, Hagerstown suffered the 
negative impacts of a national migration decades ago from urban centers to the suburbs. Jobs moved outside 
the city, the housing stock changed from predominately owner occupied to rental properties, and many of our 
historic buildings became vacant. For over 40 years, our community has worked tirelessly to change the tide and 
restore our urban centers back to a destination location for all. We are seeing slow progress but have had 
success when we’ve invested in catalytic infrastructure projects such as the University System of Maryland – 
Hagerstown, Barbara Ingram School for the Arts, a new regional library, expanded Maryland Theatre, a Cultural 
Trail, or new parking structures. Nearly all of these projects were only made possible through partnerships with 
the State and the private community. 
 
GHC sees a new multi-use sports and events facility in our downtown as the catalyst to take our revitalization 
efforts to the next level. From study of how these facilities have impacted other communities, this project will:  

• Revitalize our struggling core 
• Increase our tax base to provide local governments more money to invest in critical services like police, 

EMS, education, etc. 
• Diversify housing opportunities 
• Expand offerings in our Arts and Entertainment District 
• Incentivize investors to repurpose and reuse long vacant buildings – particularly upper floors 
• Attract 200,000 to 400,000 people into the City’s core for events, games and concerts to bring more 

disposable income downtown that will sustain and support the many small businesses in this area 
• Attract new businesses and new residential development to an area of great need 
• Attract young and upwardly mobile people to the City’s core to live, work, and play  
• Create walk-to-work jobs for disadvantaged neighborhoods 

 



 
 
Our community is doing all we can on our side to prepare for this project. We have a local ownership group 
that will be investing millions to buy and build an expansion team for the Atlantic League. We are also 
investing in supporting infrastructure such as the final phase of our cultural trail (a key amenity that will 
complement the facilities design) and an $8M new parking deck that will not only support this facility, but also 
the reuse of the many vacant buildings in our A&E District as investors are drawn to this area.  
 
We are asking for your support of SB-926 to bring life to Hagerstown’s urban core. This bill will authorize the 
Maryland Stadium Authority (MSA) to partner with Washington County on this endeavor and bring this catalytic 
project to a reality. MSA has proven to be a trusted, successful State organization to oversee projects of this 
magnitude – a project that smaller rural communities like ours would struggle to do on our own. MSA has 
successfully built stadiums and projects to areas east of us, and this bill will allow them to build their first project 
in Western Maryland.  
 
We thank the Chair and members of the committee for your continued public service to all in our great state 
and would appreciate your support for SB-926. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
Dr. Mitesh Kothari, 
GHC Chair 
 
The Greater Hagerstown Committee is comprised of corporate and civic executive leaders from over 75 local companies 
and organizations, employing over 10,000 people in Washington County from across the four-state area.  GHC is funded 
solely by member dues and works collaboratively to be a catalyst for progress and growth in the Washington County, MD 
region.   
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• Washington County Government 
• City of Hagerstown 
• Hagerstown Community College 
• Washington Co. Free Library 
• Town of Williamsport 

• The Greater Hagerstown Committee, Inc. 
• Hagerstown-Washington Co. Chamber of Commerce 
• Visit Hagerstown (Local Convention & Visitor’s Bureau) 
• CHIEF (Hagerstown-Washington Co. Industrial Foundation) 

 

Washington County Community Coalition    Lobbyist: John Favazza, Esquire Mannis Canning & Associate.   410.263.7882    jfavazza@maniscanning.com 

 

 
March 3, 2021  
 
The Honorable Guy J. Guzzone  
Chairman, Senate Budget and Taxation Committee 
Miller Senate Office Building, 3 West Wing 
11 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Ref; Senate Bill 926 Economic Development – Maryland Stadium Authority – Hagerstown Multi–Use Sports 
and Events Facility 
 
Dear Senator Guzzone, 
 
The Washington County Community Coalition (WCCC) was formed in 2005 to lobby MD State Legislators on 
issues that are important to the community. The WCCC brings an issue to MD State Legislators only when it 
has the unanimous approval of the partners. The WCCC is funded through the financial commitment of the 
partners. WCCC partners include Washington County Government, The City of Hagerstown, Hagerstown 
Community College, Washington County Library System, The Town of Williamsport, Visit Hagerstown 
(Convention & Visitors Bureau), Washington County Chamber of Commerce, CHIEF (Washington County 
Industrial Foundation), and The Greater Hagerstown Committee.  

The WCCC is in full support Senate Bill 926. The Bill supports an economic development project targeting the 
struggling downtown district of The City Hagerstown for redevelopment and revitalization. This project will 
increase investor confidence in the downtown and invite young and upwardly mobile people back into the 
downtown to live. This project will create hundreds of walk-to-work jobs for City residents at the ballpark, our 
existing small businesses, and at the many dining, retail, and hospitality businesses that will follow.  

Under the management of The MD Stadium Authority, as SB926 calls for, we will have the expertise and 
experience needed to design and build this facility. The MD Stadium Authority has completed many powerful 
economic development projects, helping the communities they work in to thrive. We like to think that it is 
Hagerstown’s turn be a partner with The MD Stadium Authority in order to bring this catalytic project to a reality.     

The Washington County Community Coalition urges your favorable support of Senate Bill 926.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Paul Frey, Managing Partner for The Washington County Community Coalition 

 
 
 

Washington County Community Coalition 1 S. Potomac St. Hagerstown, MD 21740 301.739.2015 
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32 W. Washington Street ▪ Hagerstown, MD 21740 ▪ Phone: 240.527.2060 ▪ Fax: 240.527.2742 

March 3, 2021 

Maryland Senate Budget & Tax Committee 
Maryland General Assembly 
Annapolis, MD 

Dear Senators and Fellow Marylanders, 

Washington County has experienced significant change over the past couple of years with regard to 
family activities in downtown Hagerstown.  Our existing baseball stadium is old and most would say 
beyond repair, not the least reason being that it lies in a floodplain.  And we have recently lost our 
Minor League Baseball team.  A new facility in a new location is sorely needed to promote Downtown 
Revitalization, growth in tourism and hospitality, and being home to a newly planned Baseball team. 

The University System of Maryland at Hagerstown specifically has Downtown Revitalization in its 
Mission Statement.  Not only do we pursue it with our own expansions, but support other organizations 
in their efforts to revitalize downtown.  Every USMH academic building (4) was vacant and in need of 
significant reconstruction before put into use.  We have also worked with local developers in creating 
private student housing.  Both such buildings were vacant eyesores and now with private investment, 
these buildings are generating income for the developers and providing needed residence for our 
students.  We are seeing the impact of all of these investments on our downtown core, and believe that 
investment in a new stadium and multi-activity facility will further strengthen the city’s economy.   

Our Hospitality and Tourism Management degree program, offered by the University of Maryland 
Eastern Shore, is newly housed in what was an old vacant bank building.  We are leasing this space from 
developers who invested significantly in its renovation to our specs, placing it once more on the tax rolls.  
The new stadium being proposed in Senate Bill 926 would be another contributor to Washington 
County’s second-largest economic driver – the Hospitality and Tourism industry.   

We heartily support the construction of a new facility for multi-use family activities in Downtown, 
including being home to a new Minor League Baseball team, other sports and outdoor events.  This 
facility, and the teams and activities it would attract, should bring increased foot traffic and vibrancy to 
Downtown, and should increase the likelihood of keeping residents in the County and potentially new 
ones moving in.  We would work in close partnership with this initiative.     

I trust you will give every consideration to support of Senate Bill 926. 

Sincerely, 

Mark C. Halsey 
Executive Director 
mchalsey@hagerstown.usmd.edu 
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March 5, 2021 
The Honorable Guy J. Guzzone 
Chairman, Senate Budget and Taxation Committee 
Miller Senate Office Building, 3 West Wing 
11 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Ref; Senate Bill 926 Economic Development – Maryland Stadium Authority 
– Hagerstown Multi–Use 2 
Sports and Events Facility 
 
Dear Senator Guzzone, 
As a local winery in Funkstown, a neighboring town to Hagerstown, I would 
like to show my support for SB 926. Tourism in Hagerstown and 
Washington County MD took a hard blow not only from the pandemic but 
also a total loss from the contraction of the Minor League Hagerstown Suns 
by Major League Baseball industry.  Five other MD communities are 
keeping their teams and the travel and tourism that they instigate.  
Senators Corderman and Edwards have developed a smart strategy to 
buffer Hagerstown and Washington County from these losses. 
SB 926 will restore the commerce lost with the contraction of our team and 
provide a valuable post pandemic capital project to help jump start our 
economy. This will provide much needed part time jobs and attract new 
development and redevelopment  to build the tax base  so new revenues 
can be available for other community needs like police, EMS and other 
needs.The area businesses and our winery will benefit greatly from the 
tourism that we so need to stay in business in Maryland.  
Hagerstown introduced Maryland to Minor League Baseball in 1981, since 
then five other communities have joined in. 
 All five of these teams play in modern venues built with the help and 
support of the State of Maryland. 
It is only Maryland’s original Minor League City that plays in an outdated 
venue unsuited for professional play. 
SB 926 will restore our tourism commerce, provide a post pandemic capital 
project to jump start our economy, and provide a rally point to revitalize our 
struggling City core. Please support the passing of SB 926. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cynthia McGee-Rowe 
Blue Mountain Wine Crafters LLC 
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Testimony to: 

Maryland Senate Budget and Taxation Committee 

 

Name:    Elizabeth Scott Shatto, Executive Director 

Organization:  Heart of the Civil War Heritage Area (HCWHA) 

Issue: Senate Bill 926 Economic Development – Maryland Stadium Authority – 

Hagerstown Multi–Use 2 Sports and Events Facility. 

Position:  Support  

 

 

The Heart of the Civil War Heritage Area has good reason to support Senate Bill 926 and the development 

of a new minor league baseball stadium in Hagerstown.  While our role is to invest in and support the 

development of heritage tourism product, we know that the broader offerings of our destination are what 

inspire a visitor to choose our area over other places for their leisure time and spending.   

 

As stated in our Management Plan, under the heading of Various & Distinctive Commercial offerings, 

“Travelers do not live by history and Civil War sites alone.” The 2005 plan goes on to specifically mention 

Washington County’s abundance of sports and recreation activities as having capacity to grow and do more 

for heritage tourism, calling out Hagerstown Suns Baseball in a chart of attractions.  Sadly, the contraction 

of the Minor League Hagerstown Suns by Major League Baseball, with the added complication of the 

pandemic, has limited Hagerstown’s ability to deliver what Civil War travelers want when they are not on 

the battlefield or exploring a history museum:  memorable hospitality services – restaurants, lodging, and 

shopping opportunities – as part of their leisure experiences. The good news is that Hagerstown and the 

surrounding small towns are well situated to rise to the opportunities that will come with the business 

stimulated by a new minor league baseball stadium - bed and breakfasts and hotels, and Main Street 

shopping, restaurants and craft beverage makers are poised to respond to demand that will come with the 

stadium. 

 

In terms of heritage experiences, our partners continue to develop new and diverse ways to draw audiences.  

Space does not permit me to enumerate, but some of the most exciting, most inclusive, and most 

sophisticated new tourism products seen in decades are about to open in Washington County.  Yet, when 

heritage travelers weigh their choices as they plan vacations, it can often be the array of additional 

amenities that determines where leisure time will be spent.  A new stadium will certainly help pull the 

scales in the direction of Hagerstown for folks deciding where their discretionary spending will find the 

best balance of opportunity for their families.   

 

Of course, in the minds of many Americans, Washington County is the very place where baseball 

originated.  Legend has it that during the Civil War, General Abner Doubleday occupied the hill and played 

(and created the game of) baseball on the field below what is now known as Doubleday Hill.  This is 

recognized to be a myth, but the romance of baseball and the Civil War calls to visitors and we happily 

welcome them while gently debunking the myth.  And it is true that Doubleday and his men were briefly 

bunkered down along the Potomac River, just a few miles from where the new stadium will be built.  

Surely, Hagerstown is the place for Maryland’s next minor league baseball stadium, and without delay. 

 

I urge your support of Senate Bill 926. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

  

 
Elizabeth Scott Shatto 

Executive Director 
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February 28, 2021 

 

The Honorable Guy J. Guzzone  

Chairman, Senate Budget and Taxation Committee 

Miller Senate Office Building, 3 West Wing 

11 Bladen St., Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Ref; Senate Bill 926 Economic Development – Maryland Stadium Authority – Hagerstown Multi–Use 2 

Sports and Events Facility 

 

Dear Senator Guzzone, 

 

Two circumstances beyond our control have combined to deliver a very hard blow to the tourism 

industry in Hagerstown and Washington County MD. The loss of business due to the pandemic and the 

contraction of the Minor League Hagerstown Suns by Major League Baseball are devastating to our 

tourism enterprises. Although the pandemic strikes at every MD community only Hagerstown is 

suffering a total loss from the contraction of Minor League Baseball. Five other MD communities are 

keeping their teams and the travel and tourism that they instigate.   

 

Senators Corderman and Edwards have developed a smart strategy to buffer Hagerstown and 

Washington County from these losses. SB 926 will restore the commerce lost with the contraction of our 

team and provide a valuable post pandemic capital project to help jump start our economy.  

  

Hagerstown introduced Maryland to Minor League Baseball in 1981, since then five other communities 

have joined in. All five of these teams play in modern venues built with the help and support of the State 

of Maryland. It is only Maryland’s original Minor League City that plays in an outdated venue unsuited 

for professional play. SB 926 will restore our tourism commerce, provide a post pandemic capital 

project to jump start our economy, and provide a rally point to revitalize our struggling City core. Please 

support the passing of SB 926. 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 
 

Dan Spedden, President 
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March 1st, 2021 

 

The Honorable Senator Guy Guzzone 

Budget and Tax Committee 

3 West  

Miller Senate Office Building  

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

 

Dear Senator Guzzone; 

 

The Washington County Delegation voted 5-1 in favor to support “SB 926: Economic 

Development – Maryland Stadium Authority – Hagerstown Multi–Use Sports and Events 

Facility.”  Your support of this bill is appreciated. 

 

Should you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me by email at 

William.Wivell@house.state.md.us, or by phone at 410-841-3447.  

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
William J. Wivell, Chair 

Washington County Delegation 
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