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Feb 2, 2021

Testimony on HB0332
Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard - Eligible Sources
House Economic Matters Committee

Position: Favorable

| am writing as an elder ally of the youth-led Sunrise Movement Baltimore to urge your favorable
report for HB0332 Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard - Eligible Sources
that would remove trash incineration from eligibility for renewable energy subsidies.

Energy generation is a leading source of greenhouse gas emissions in the state of Maryland
and around the world. Ending greenhouse gas-producing power production in favor of
renewable energy is a vital strategy for avoiding the worst effects of the climate crisis in the
short time we have to make a difference -- less than 10 years.

Here in Baltimore we are already seeing the climate crisis disproportionately hitting our
low-income communities and Black and brown communities first and worst, with extreme
flooding during storms and heat island effects that contribute to exacerbated respiratory
disease, higher health care costs, missed work days, and higher rates of iliness and death. All
of these problems also translate to higher costs for business and government, creating a drag
on our economy.

Maryland is growing our renewable energy capacity, but we need to do better. An important step
is making sure money set aside to support renewable energy is not instead actually funding
operations that are making the climate crisis worse.

Unfortunately, that's exactly the situation before us right now. For every kilowatt hour of energy
produced, so-called “waste-to-energy” trash incineration produces more greenhouse gases and
toxins than coal.(1) That fact alone should remove trash incineration from eligibility for clean
renewable energy subsidies.

But the situation is even worse: trash incineration is actively causing increased rates of illness
and death in Maryland communities. Air pollution from the City of Baltimore’s BRESCO
Wheelabrator trash incinerator alone is responsible for $55 million in added health care costs
per year(2). The ilinesses caused by air pollution in the region disproportionately affect
low-income and Black and brown communities, just like the effects of climate change.

The good news: better alternatives exist, both for energy generation and solid waste
management. We can replace the relatively low amount of energy produced by trash
incineration with truly clean renewable energy sources like wind and solar.

For solid waste management, a zero waste strategy (reduce, reuse, recycle, compost) is the
21st century alternative to reliance on incineration and landfilling, and would create more jobs
than our current systems, while reducing greenhouse gas emissions and improving air quality
and quality of life.(3)
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Sunrise Movement Baltimore calls on you today: As Maryland policymakers, you have the
power to address the harm the climate crisis is already bringing to our state, and to use your
power to make a difference.

The renewable energy portfolio should support the conversion of Maryland’s energy sector to
technologies that do not produce greenhouse gases and do not create or exacerbate human
illness. Trash incineration has no place alongside wind and solar in our clean, green renewable
energy future.

For the people, for human health, for economic and racial justice in our communities, for the
health of the economy, and for the fight to reduce the harm of the climate crisis, | urge you to
grant a FAVORABLE report for this important legislation. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Anne Wilson

221 Stony Run Lane
H-2

Baltimore, MD 21210
410-294-8074
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