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Chair Pinsky, Vice-Chair Kagan and Members of the Committee,

I respectfully urge you to vote favorable on Senate Bill 437, which is a companion bill
to SB438.

This bill adds a de-identified data marker for pregnant and parenting youth to the
Maryland Longitudinal Data System in accordance with all predetermined privacy
standards. This will allow school districts to specifically note pregnant and parenting
status of students in order to record and track their educational outcomes. Data will
be collected by school administrators and remain anonymous in the database system,
ensuring the privacy of these youth in accurate data collection methods.

SB437 will help inform policy decisions that identify and address large gaps in
educational equity and economic security. It will also analyze the long-term
successes and challenges of parenting students to ensure that these students can
achieve their desired educational outcomes and achieve a higher standard of living.
For these reasons, I ask you for a favorable report on SB437.
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