
 

 

Delegate Paul G. Pinsky, Chair 

Delegate Cheryl C. Kagan, Vice Chair 

Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee 

2 West, Miller Senate Office Building 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Bill: House Bill 461 – Public Schools – Student Attendance – Excused Absences for Mental Health 

Needs 

 

Letter of Information 

 

Dear Chairman Pinsky, Vice Chair Kagan, and Members of the Committee: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Maryland School Psychologists’ Association (MSPA), a professional 

organization representing about 500 school psychologists in Maryland.  We advocate for the social-

emotional, behavioral, and academic wellbeing of students and families across the state. 

 

This letter is to provide information related to House Bill 461, which would allow lawful absences under 

certain circumstances related to mental health needs of students.  MSPA supports the intent of this bill.  

However, as amended in the House, we have concerns regarding its potential implementation.   

 

First, the bill appears to create a new category of school staff called “School Mental Health Specialist” 

(page 2, line 2).  This language is not found in COMAR currently and is not used by any local education 

agency, union, or MSDE.  Another significant problem is the inclusion of psychometrist under this 

category (page 2, line 5).  Psychometrists, under COMAR Section 13a.12.03.07 work under the supervision 

of a school psychologist to assist the school psychologist in “administering psychological tests and other 

related psychometric tasks.”  Their training does not include any mental health-related coursework or 

field experience.  While psychometrists are not widely used in Maryland, and not used at all in most LEAs, 

it poses a significant problem to identify them as a specialist in mental health.   

 
We are also concerned about the possibility of singling out and stigmatizing mental health needs.  COMAR 

13A.08.01.03 describes conditions that allow for a lawful absence from school.  Mental health conditions 

should be considered no different than any other health-related absence.  A simple revision of this section 

could more clearly indicate that absences are lawful for physical illness as well as mental health issues.   

 

We are also concerned about schools’ capacities to be in compliance with section D (page 2, lines 18-22).  

While we support the intention behind this section, school-employed mental health providers (school 

psychologists, school counselors, & school social workers) are already working beyond capacity in our 

public schools.  Staff-to-student ratios in Maryland are significantly worse than national standards.  This 

new potential influx of students may not be manageable with current staffing.   

 



 
 

Again, MSPA supports the wonderful intentions of Del. Washington and this legislation.  However, as 

currently written and amended, the bill poses significant problems.  If we can provide any additional 

information or be of any assistance, please contact us at legislative@mspaonline.org or Rachael Faulkner 

at rfaulkner@policypartners.net or (410) 693-4000. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kyle Potter, Ph.D., NCSP 

Chair, Legislative Committee 

Maryland School Psychologists’ Association 

 

 

Delegate	Anne	R.	Kaiser,	Chair	

Delegate	Alonzo	T.	Washington,	Vice	Chair	

Ways	and	Means	Committee	

House	Office	Building,	Room	131	

Annapolis,	MD	21401	

	

Bill:	House	Bill	237	–	State	Department	of	Education	–	Early	Literacy	and	Dyslexia	Practices	–	

Guidance	and	Assistance	

	

Position:	Support	
	

Dear	Chairman	Kaiser,	Vice	Chair	Washington,	and	Members	of	the	Committee:	

	

I	am	writing	on	behalf	of	the	Maryland	School	Psychologists’	Association	(MSPA),	a	professional	

organization	representing	about	500	school	psychologists	in	Maryland.		We	advocate	for	the	social-

emotional,	behavioral,	and	academic	wellbeing	of	students	and	families	across	the	state.	

	

School	psychologists	provide	comprehensive	services	to	Maryland’s	students.		This	includes	the	

screening,	assessment,	and	intervention	of	reading	difficulties	and	dyslexia.		We	work	closely	with	

teachers,	special	educators,	reading	specialists,	and	speech/language	pathologists,	among	others,	to	

provide	support	to	struggling	readers	in	our	schools.	

	

The	Maryland	General	Assembly	passed	the	Ready	to	Read	bill	in	2019,	which	outlines	procedures	for	

screening	of	early	literacy	difficulties	in	young	students.		House	Bill	237	follows	that	legislation	in	that	

it	would	create	an	advisory	group	charged	with	creating	and	maintaining	a	handbook	that	provides	

school	systems	and	staff	with	the	most	up-to-date	science	on	reading	difficulties.		The	handbook	also	

provides	guidance	for	school	systems	on	evidence-based	interventions	and	screening	programs	for	

such	difficulties.		This	is	a	resource	desperately	needed,	as	it	has	been	our	experience	that	schools	

often	lack	understanding	of	the	most	current	reading	science	to	the	detriment	of	their	students.		MSPA	

is	grateful	for	the	opportunity	for	a	school	psychologist	to	serve	on	this	advisory	group,	and	we	look	

forward	to	contributing	to	positive	reading	outcomes	for	our	students.	

	

MSPA	is	in	strong	support	of	House	Bill	237	and	we	respectfully	urge	a	favorable	vote.			If	we	can	

provide	any	additional	information	or	be	of	any	assistance,	please	feel	free	to	contact	us	at	

legislative@mspaonline.org.	

	

Respectfully	submitted,	

	

	

Kyle	Potter,	Ph.D.,	NCSP	

Chair,	Legislative	Committee	

Maryland	School	Psychologists’	Association	


