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WRITTEN TESTIMONY

House Bill 392 — Child Care Centers — Early Childhood Screening and
Assistance

Education, Health and Environmental Affairs Committee
March 25, 2021

SUPPORT

Background: House Bill 392 (HB392) would require all licensed child care
centers in the state to offer screenings for developmental disorders. Each
enrolled child under three years of age would be offered an evaluation for
developmental disorders. Additionally, the center would be required to provide
the parents or guardian of each child under three with information about the
Maryland Infants and Toddlers program, and contact information for the
appropriate local or state agency that administers the program.

Written Comments: There is no doubt that developmental disabilities have a
great impact on our community, and on families, which is why it is imperative
that we are able to detect these disabilities as early as possible. Nationwide it is
estimated that nearly one in six children are born with a developmental
disability. In Maryland we have seen children diagnosed with autism at a rate
of one in 50, according to the Centers for Disease Control. In 2018, Maryland
had the second highest rate of autism diagnoses in America. As the legislative
arm of The Associated Jewish Community Federation of Baltimore, we
represent the Center for Jewish Education, Jewish Community Services, two
agencies which serve individuals and families impacted by developmental
disabilities.

No parent expects their child to be diagnosed with a developmental disability,
however the reality is that we will continue to see more and more diagnoses.
As devastating as the news may be, when a family learns that their child has a
developmental disability earlier in that child’s life, the better the future will be
for them. Having this service available to them will ensure that the child can
receive the services they need early on. This bill not only ensures they are
screened for developmental disabilities, but if they are found to have any, they
will be referred to the appropriate support services.

As a State we have an obligation to ensure children with developmental
disabilities are able to live their lives fully and with dignity. With this in mind,
the Baltimore Jewish Council urges a favorable report of HB392.
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