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January 14, 2021

The Honorable Paul G P1nsky S : :

- Chair; Education, Health and Enwronmental Affalrs Commlttee
2 West Miller Senate Ofﬁce Bu1ld1ng =

Annapolls MD 21401 o

The Honorable Cheryl C Kagan : :

Vice Chair, Education, Health and Envnonmental Affalrs Comm1ttee
2 West Miller Senate Ofﬁce Bu11d1ng

Annapohs MD 21401 i

Re: Letter ofSupport Senate Bill 350 — Natural Resources — Aquaculture- v
Leases _ , Sl ' B

Dear Chalr V1ce Chalr and Commlttee Members

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources offers 1ts full support for Senate B1ll 350 a
' departmental bill: » aiae , :

Senate Blll 350 would expand the ex1st1ng demonstratmn lease program 1o allow prxvate entities
a limited-acre and short-term aquaculture lease to explore the commerc1al potentlal of culturing
aquatic plant spec1es in Maryland ;

~ The department has been approached by several individuals over the years who showed interest
in experimenting with the feasibility of growmg various aquatic plant species for commercial =
purposes. The potential markets of aquatic plants include agriculture and the medical
technology industry. Current Maryland law only allows for shellfish aquaculture

experimentation by educational and non—proﬁt 1nst1tut1ons for conservat1on educational, or
ecolog1cal purposes .

The passage and enactment of th1s proposed leg131at1on telegraphs to the nat1onal aquaculture :
industry that “Maryland is Open for: Busmess and opens the door to 1nnovat10n and economlc
opportumty in our, state S, 1ndustry :

| Respectfully submltted

James W. McK1tr1cl< ' :
Director, Legislative and Constituent Services

. Contact James McKltrlck Duector Leg1slat1ve and Constituent Semces
JamesW Mchtrch@maryland ooV ¢ 443- 510 5013



