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CITY OF BALTIMORE
COUNCIL BILL 16-0303R

(Resolution)
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A COUNCIL RESOLUTION CONCERNING

1 Request for Federal Action – Federal Railroad Administration Crew Size Rule

2 FOR the purpose of supporting the Federal Railroad Administration’s proposed ruling requiring
3 that trains operated in America be operated by a crew of at least two people.

4 Recitals

5 WHEREAS, the safe operation of freight and passenger trains are vital to commerce; and
6 Baltimore City Council supports efforts to keep train operations safe in the city of Baltimore.

7 WHEREAS, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) has published a notice of proposed
8 rulemaking (NPRM) regarding adequate staffing on trains, a factor we believe is vital to ensuring
9 safe train operations.

10 WHEREAS, polling across America from North Dakota to Alabama shows overwhelming
11 bi-partisan support of two-person crews, with 83 to 87 percent of those polled in favor of
12 mandating that trains be operated by a crew of at least two qualified individuals.

13 WHEREAS, national studies show that a minimum of two on-board crew members are vital to
14 operate a train safely and minimize the likelihood of train-related accidents.

15 WHEREAS, virtually all trains in North America are already operated by crews of at least two
16 individuals, making the economic impact of this proposed rule minimal.

17 WHEREAS, the FRA agrees that, while advancements in automated technology such as
18 Positive Train Control (PTC) systems improve railroad safety, they are not a substitute for a
19 train’s on-board crew members.

20 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF BALTIMORE, that the
21 Baltimore City Council supports the Federal Railroad Administration’s proposed ruling requiring
22 that trains operated in America be operated by a crew of at least two people.  

dlr16-1468~enr/03Nov16
ccres/cb16-0303R~2nd/lk:nbr



Council Bill 16-0303R

1 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Mayor, the
2 United States Secretary of Transportation, the Administrator of the Federal Railroad
3 Administration, and the Mayor’s Legislative Liaison to the City Council.

4 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be filed with the United States
5 Department of Transportation in the form of comments in support of the proposed federal rule.

dlr16-1468~enr/03Nov16
ccres/cb16-0303R~2nd/lk:nbr - 2 -









Metropolitan Washington Council, AFL-CIO 
888 16th Street, NW, Suite 520 • Washington, DC 20006 • (202) 974-8150 • Fax (202) 974-8152 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Officers 
Joslyn N. Williams 

President (AFSCME 2477) 
Gino Renne 

1st Vice President (UFCW 1994) 
Doris Reed 

2nd Vice President (ASASP) 
Sandra Falwell 

3rd Vice President (DCNA) 
Dena Briscoe 

Secretary (APWU-NCSML) 
Linda Bridges 

Treasurer (OPEIU 2) 

Members 
John Boardman (UNITE HERE 25) 
Eric Bunn (AFGE Districtl4) 
Steve Counien (CHOICE) 
Dnn Dyer (OPEIU 2) 
Murk Federici (UFCW 400) 
Curl Goldman (AFSCME Cn 26) 
Jnckie Jeter (ATU 689) 
Kendall Manin (Iron Workers 5) 
Michael Murphy (lUOE 99) 
Thomas Ratliff (IBT 639) 
John Shields (SMART 100) 
Edward Smith (IAFF Local 36) 
Jimmy Tnrlau (CWA) 

An AFL-CIO 11Union City" 

20 April 2016 

RE: 
Federal Railroad Administration 
US Department ofTransportation 
Docket Number FRA-2014-0033 
RIN 2130-AC48 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The Metropolitan Washington Council, AFL-CIO, representing 175 local 
unions and 150,000 union members in the metro Washington DC area, 
supports the proposed rules identified above relating to crew size on freight 
and passenger trains. 

Safety dictates that all trains operating in the US should have no less than 
two-person crews so that train workers and the public are protected. 

and enforcement of these rules as soon as possible. 

Andrew Washington (AFSCME Cn 20) 

Trustees 
Fred Allen (GCC 538C) 
Elizabeth Davis (WTU 6) 

BRINGING LABOR TOGETHER SINCE 1896 
www.dclabor.org 



Resolution in support of Federal Railroad Administration 
crew size rule 

WHEREAS, the safe operation of freight and passenger trains is vital to 
commerce; and the Metropolitan Washington Council, AFL-CIO supports efforts 
to keep train operations safe in d1e Metropolitan \Xlashington, DC area; and 

WHEREAS, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) has published a notice of 
proposed rulemaking (NPIUvi) regarding adequate staffing on trains, a factor we 
believe is vital to ensuring safe train operations; and 

WHEREAS, polling across America from North Dakota to Alabama shows 
overwhelming bi-partisan support of two-person crews, with 83 to 87 percent of 
those polled in favor of mandating that trains be operated by a crew of at least two 
qualified individuals; and 

\XIHEREAS, national studies show that a minimum of two on-board crew 
members arc vital to operate a train safely and minimize the likelihood of 
related accidents; and 

WHEREAS, virtually all trains in North America are already by crews of 
at least two individuals, making the economic impact of this proposed rule 
minimal; and 

WHEREAS, the FRA agrees that, while advancements in automated technology 
such as Positive Train Control (PTC) systems improve railroad safety, they are not 
a substitute for a train's on-board crew members, 

NOW, 'fHEREFORE be it resolved, that the Metropolitan Washington Council, 
AFL-CIO does hereby support the FRA's proposed ruling, requiring that trains 
operated in America be operated by no less than a two-person crew; and 

BE IT r:URTJ-IER Rl_:.:SQLVED that this resolution be filed with the United 
States Department of Transportation in the form of comments in support of the 
proposed federal rule. 

Dated this 18th day of April, 2016. 



 
 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 

	
 

TOM HUCKER                     LEAD FOR ENVIRONMENT  
C O U N C I L M E M B E R      T R A N S P O R T A T I O N ,  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  
D I S T R I C T  5    E N E R G Y  &  E N V I R O N M E N T  C O M M I T T E E            

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  C O M M I T T E E   
 
May 11, 2016 
 
Docket Management Facility 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
W12-140 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Train Crew Staffing, Docket #: FRA-2014-0033 
 
Dear Administrator Feinberg:  
 
Train safety has unfortunately become a top concern for local government officials, with a CSX 
freight train derailment and hazardous chemical spill in Northeast Washington, D.C. just last 
weekend and safety issues continuing to plague our Metrorail system.  The Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) has published a notice of proposed rulemaking requiring that trains be 
operated by no less than a two person crew (FRA Docket # 2014-0033).   

 
The Montgomery County Council strongly supports the FRA’s proposed ruling, requiring that 
trains operated nationwide be operated by no less than a two person crew as the safe operation of 
freight and passenger trains are vital to commerce.  National studies show that a minimum of two 
on-board crew members are vital to operate a train safely and minimize the likelihood of train-
related accidents.  Virtually all trains in North America are already operated by crews of at least 
two individuals, making the economic impact of this proposed rule minimal.  Polling across the 
country shows overwhelming bipartisan support of two person train crews, with 83 to 87 percent 
of those polled in favor.  The FRA agrees that, while advancements in automated technology 
such as Positive Train Control (PTC) systems improve railroad safety, they are not a substitute 
for a train’s on-board crew members. 
 
For these reasons, we urge you to adopt FRA 2014-33.  This letter is filed with the United States 
Department of Transportation in the form of comments in support of the proposed federal rule. 
	
Sincerely,  



 
 
Tom Hucker (Dist. 5) 
 

 
Council President Nancy Floreen (At-Large 
 

 
Council Vice-President Roger Berliner (Dist. 1) 
 

 
Sidney Katz (Dist. 3) 
 
 

 
Nancy Navarro (Dist. 4) 
 
 

 
Marc Elrich (At-Large) 
 
 

 
George Leventhal (At-Large) 
 

 
Hans Riemer (At-Large) 
 
 
















