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Food & Water Water is a national nonprofit advocacy organization with thousands of supporters
in Maryland. We are pleased to support Delegate Ruth’s bill to prohibit the use of glyphosate
within Maryland.

Glyphosate (the active ingredient in Roundup herbicides) is the most widely applied herbicide in
the world.*> Monsanto (today owned by Bayer) has long marketed glyphosate as a safe method

for controlling weed populations on the field and around the home. However, study after study
have revealed the harmful effects of glyphosate:

e Glyphosate is a probable human carcinogen, according to the World Health
Organization’s International Agency for Research on Cancer;?

e Roundup and other glyphosate herbicides are possible endocrine disruptors, meaning
they can interfere with the body’s hormones and lead to chronic health problems;

e Glyphosate also alters the gut microbiome, possibly contributing to a wide range of
human health impacts related to gut health that scientists are just beginning to
understand; and*

e Glyphosate use has also led to widespread ecological contamination, can be toxic to
many types of wildlife, and also impacts pollinators like Monarch butterflies and
honeybees.

Unfortunately, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) approval process for chemical
herbicides remains inadequate and outdated. EPA only considers glyphosate in isolation,
thereby excluding all studies addressing the synergistic effects of glyphosate formulations as
they are used. EPA also overwhelmingly uses industry-submitted studies, which a Food & Water
Watch analysis found are several times less likely to find evidence of glyphosate’s toxicity
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compared to studies from the open literature. In contrast, the World Health Organization’s
comprehensive assessment that relied exclusively on publicly-available studies concluded that
glyphosate is “probably carcinogenic to humans.”

In absence of federal action, state regulators need to step up to protect environmental and
public health. Roundup has lost its effectiveness for farmers, as more and more superweeds
resistant to it have sprung up. It is a suspected carcinogen and a likely contributor to a
wide-range of health conditions. And its environmental contamination is nearly ubiquitous.
For these reasons, Food & Water Watch requests a favorable report for H.B. 0472.
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