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Thank you, Chairman Kelley, Vice-Chair Feldman and members of the Senate Finance
Committee. A special thank you to Senator Rosapepe for sponsoring this legislation. We submit
this testimony on behalf of the Maryland Public Health Association to express our support for
SB 893, which would help unemployed Marylanders get connected with health coverage.

With the Maryland General Assembly’s leadership, Maryland has created important and
innovative public health programs, such as the Easy Enrollment Health Insurance Program,
which has helped Marylanders gain access to health coverage when they fill out their state
tax returns. MdPHA strongly supported this legislation, and thousands of Marylanders have
already used the Easy Enrollment program during a time when access to health coverage is
more important than ever given the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Maryland should build on this progress by passing SB 893 to create a similar program
through the unemployment insurance system. Unemployment has risen during the COVID-
19 pandemic, with stark disparities by race, ethnicity, and disability.2? Two evident and
disturbing trends are: (1) many who are unemployed have lost their health coverage,? and
(2) Black and Brown communities and individuals with disabilities are at higher risk of dying
of COVID-19.%> Connecting unemployed Marylanders with health coverage is a logical
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strategy to reduce the rate of uninsured who are also overburdened with health and
economic challenges, while serving as a smart tactic to support health equity.

As public health professionals, we see, first hand, how uninsured Marylanders need
guidance to access health coverage. For example, one of our members is a contact tracer
who regularly encounters uninsured Marylanders who do not know about the Maryland
Health Connection. From our perspective, connecting Marylanders to the Maryland Health
Connection through the unemployment insurance system will clearly help prevent
uninsured Marylanders from falling through the cracks.

This legislation will be even stronger if the Committee accepts the amendment proposed by
Delegate Charkoudian and Senator Rosapepe which would create a special enrollment period
for people who connect with the Health Exchange through their filing for unemployment
insurance. Similar special enrollment periods played a major role in the success of the Easy
Enrollment program.

Thank for your support to ensure access to quality, affordable health coverage for
Marylanders. We urge a favorable report on SB 893 with the amendment.

The Maryland Public Health Association (MdPHA) is a nonprofit, statewide organization of
public health professionals dedicated to improving the lives of all Marylanders through
education and advocacy for public health policies consistent with our vision of healthy
Marylanders living in healthy communities. MdPHA is the state affiliate of the American
Public Health Association, a nearly 145-year-old professional organization dedicated to
improving population health and reducing the health disparities that plague our state and
our nation.
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