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Madam Chair and Members of the Finance Committee, thank you for this opportunity to testify 
in support of Senate Bill 923, which would extend the length of time that eligible women can 
receive pregnancy-related Medicaid from 60 days postpartum to 12 months postpartum.  
 
At least one-third of maternal deaths occur in the postpartum period,1 and the disparity between 
white and Black maternal deaths in Maryland is currently getting worse, not better. Death rates 
during pregnancy and one-year post-partum are higher for Black women than for white women 
in Maryland.2 This makes reducing maternal deaths an issue of health equity, and extending 
Medicaid coverage can help by preventing a loss of health coverage during the post-partum 
period. Physician groups recommend the extension of Medicaid coverage from 60 days to 12 
months in order to save lives, including the American Academy of Family Physicians, American 
Academy of Pediatrics, American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, American College 
of Physicians, American Osteopathic Association, and American Psychiatric Association.3   
 
In addition, research shows that when parents are enrolled in Medicaid, their children are more 
likely to be insured and to have an annual well-child visit. Improved maternal access to health 
care can affect children in other ways—for example, by helping mothers to address maternal 
depression which can impact children’s cognitive and social-emotional development.4 This 
legislation can therefore help promote children’s health in addition to helping their mothers.  
 
Thank you again to the Committee for your recognized efforts toward improving access to 
quality, affordable health care for all Marylanders. We urge a favorable report on Senate Bill 
923. 
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