
Support HB565: Medical Debt Protection Act 

February 25, 2020 

Senate Finance 

Chair Kelley and Members of the Committee: 

Centers for Independent Living provide supports and services to people with disabilities that enhance 
independence. Often times in the course of providing our services, we discover that consumers are 
overburdened by medical bills. Having a disability can be quite expensive so medical debt impacts the 
disability community more profoundly.  

This bill would protect low and middle-income households from punitive medical debt lawsuits. It will 
prohibit medical debt lawsuits for $1000 or less, require income-based repayment plans, and prevent 
wage garnishments and liens on homes over medical debt. We believe that the passing of this bill is 
essential because no one should have to choose between their health and their home.  

The undersigned Centers for Independent Living strongly urge a favorable report on this bill. 

Katie Collins-Ihrke, Executive Director 
Accessible Resources for Independence 
1406B Crain Hwy South, Suite 206 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
 
Sarah Sorensen, Executive Director 
Independence Now  
12301 Old Columbia Pike, Suite 101  
Silver Spring, MD 20904  
 
Michael Bullis, Executive Director  
IMAGE Center  
Hampton Plaza, 300 E. Joppa Road, Suite 312  
Towson, MD 21286  
 
Dave Drezner  
The Freedom Center  
550 Highland Street, Suite 510  
Frederick, MD 21701 
 


