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Chairman Pendergrass and Members of the Health and Government Operations Committee,
thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 78, which would create a
Maryland Commission on Health Equity that would study health disparities, including
investigating the impact of a variety of socioeconomic factors on health. Systemic racism is a
public health crisis.!2 The COVID-19 pandemic has further exposed these health inequities by
race and ethnicity in our state,? and highlighted the need to address them. The seriousness of the
issue requires the immediate attention of our State in order to ensure that we are taking
measurable steps to reverse this trend. The Commission HB 78 takes an important step forward
in improving equitable health care delivery in Maryland. Thank you again to the committee for
your recognized efforts toward improving access to quality, affordable health care for all
Marylanders. We urge a favorable report from the Committee on House Bill 78.
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