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TO: Delegate Shane Pendergrass, Chair
Delegate Joseline Pefia-Melnyk, Vice Chair
Health and Government Operations Committee Members

FROM: Maryland Legislative Latino Caucus (MLLC)
DATE: January 26, 2021
RE: HB318 Developmental Disabilities Administration - Self-Directed

Services (Self-Direction Act)

The MLLC supports HB318 Developmental Disabilities Administration - Self-
Directed Services (Self-Direction Act).

The MLLC is a bipartisan group of Senators and Delegates committed to supporting
legislation that improves the lives of Latinos throughout our state. The MLLC is a
crucial voice in the development of public policy that uplifts the Latino community
and benefits the state of Maryland. Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to
express our support of HB318.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Disability and
Health Data System, more than 20% of Maryland’s population has a disability and
nearly 26% are Latinx. It is important that members of the disability community are
listened to and provided the care they need. This includes Maryland’s self-directed
services and in the manner the program was intended—person-centered.

Traditionally, individuals with developmental disabilities have limited agency and
control over their lives. Self-directed services offer these individuals independence
and autonomy. A participant with the self-directed waiver can choose their daily
schedule, decide how to spend their budget, and hire medical assistance, if needed.
These are just a few aspects of a self-directed participant that allows them to have
decision-making authority in their lives. Self-directed services improve quality of
life for so many Marylanders. In recent years, the program has been stripped of its
intended objective of being for individualized services, and of its original services,
including family members being compensated as staff.

HB318 establishes the State Advisory Council on Self-Directed Services within the
Maryland Department of Health (MDH). The council must report on how the self-
directed services process is meeting participants’ needs and recommendations for
improvement. It also allows an option for a participant’s family member to be their
support broker. Maryland’s disability community is expressing exactly what they
need, and it is time we provide it.

The MLLC supports this bill and urges a favorable report on HB318.
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