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HB 603 – Pharmacy Benefit Managers – Explanation of Benefits Statements 

Hearing 2/10/2021 at 1:30 PM 

 
I would urge the committee to Support HB 603  – Pharmacy Benefits Managers – Explanation of Benefits 

Statements. 

Almost every other Healthcare provider bill has an Explanation of Benefits (EOB) issued to the patient. 

Why should pharmacy not be included? What has been the consequences of keeping this system 

opaque? 

• Spead Pricing:  Where the Pharmacy Benefit Manager (PBM) pays the pharmacy a miniscule 

ingredient cost and charges the insurer/ payer an inflated ingredient cost. The pharmacy gets 

harmed and the patient gets harmed in the form of higher deductibles and copays. 

• Clawbacks from patient copays: Where the PBM mandates that the pharmacy collect an inflated 

copay or coinsurance, and then the PBM claws that patient’s copay back from the pharmacy. 

Copays might be $20 - $50 when the end payment to the pharmacy is < $10.00. 

• DIR/ GER fees: The PBM pays for a prescription on day 1 and takes back part of that payment in 

the future. The pharmacist can’t properly run her business, and the patient paid an inflated 

copay or deductible. 

• Predatory pharmacy audits by the PBM: Funds are captured back from pharmacies for 

prescriptions often for trivial issues that had no detrimental consequence to the patient nor 

financial consequence to the plan sponsor. Are copays and deductibles for those prescriptions 

returned to the patients? Of course not. They are pocketed by the PBM and plan sponsor. 

Medicare Part D mails monthly statements to beneficiaries. The sky has not fallen because of it. 

The more light that shines on this opaque industry, the better. 

I respectfully request a favorable opinion on HB 603. 

Sincerely, 

 

Steve Wienner, Pharmacist 

Mt. Vernon Pharmacy and Mt. Vernon Pharmacy at Fallsway 

EPIC PharmPAC Treasurer 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 


